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JET FIGHTERS AND ROCKET INTERCEPTORS

“Lverything depends on air supremcacy, everything else miuist
take second place. Supremiacy of the sea is only an appenddage
of air suprenacy.. The requirements for maintaining dair
supremacy are decisive in all guestions of organisation,

relative strength, allotment of manpower and supplies...

“We bave been beaten and eliminated, we bave nothing more
to say. But it will be interesting to watch the development of
the Great Powers and the Daitle of wits. Will it be as it bas
always been, that they all, every one of them, will not learn
from the past and will continue to make the old mistakes

dagain and again?”

ceneral der Flieger karl Koller,
Chict of the Luftwidfe General Staff,
November 19449-May 1945
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Rocket Development 1926-1939

“Our success in 1941 was crowned by Heini flying faster than 1,000 km/h. At just over
1,000 km/h the shock wave caused the airflow over the outer wing to separate suddenly
and the aircraft pitched nose down, the instruments registering a negative acceleration of
11g. Heini pulled the throttle back quickly, the aircraft slowed down and he was able to take
control again.”

Dr. Alexander Lippisch on the flight of the Me 163 A Vd on 2 Qctober 1941

Trur 1919 Treaty of Versailles had placed draconian restrictions on the development of aircraft and
aerc-ergines in Germany. By 1926, however, Germany was finding ways around these restrictions,
not least by its pioneering work in the development of rocket, turbojet and ramjet engines. The first two
of these were eventually used to power operational fighters for the Jagdwalfe.

Theoretical work on rocket engines and space travel can be said to have begun in Germany in 1926
with the formation of the Verein fir Raumschiffahrt (VIR or Society for Spaceship Travel) in Breslau,
Early members of the VR included Max Valier, Hermann Oberth and Wernher von Braun. On
8 September 1927, Valier signed a contract with Opel to begin the development of & rocket-propelled
aircraft, The first phase of this project was the Lesting of & rocket-propelled car. The car, the Opel-RAH
1, made its first run on 11 April 1928 and during the following day, it achieved a speed of 100 km/h
(B2 mph). & second rocket-driven car, the Opel-RAK 2, achieved between 200 and 235 km/h (124 and
146 mph] on 28 May, but two varsions of a third design, which ran on rails, both blew up dunng tests.
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lests were also being camed out with rocketpropelled model aircraft. During these it was
discovered that tailless designs would be the «deal form for this method of propulsion. The first piloted
rocket-propelled aircraft to be flown in Germany was the Raab-Katzenstein Ente (W 5-4 003). This was
a tail-first design powered by two 20 kg {44 |b; thrust Sander engines. It almost certainly made its first
flight on 11 June 1928, For this, and for later experiments with other rocket-propelled gliders, the
airgraft used the bungee launch technigue. Just afterwards. an Espenlaub E 7 glider, which was
modified by the addition of a Sander rocket engine, was also tested. Its success resulted in the VR
asking the designer, Gottlob Espenlaub, to build a tailless aircraft. the E 15, to be powered by two
17 kg (37 Ib) thrust rocket engines. This design made a number of successful flights during the late
spring of 1929, again using a bungee for launch. A little later, in September 1929, the Opel-Sander
Rak 1 rocket-powered glider carried out several test flights. but disputes among the rocket pioneers
resulted in litte further work being carried out on this method of propulsion until 1935, Some tnals
werg, however, carried out by Junkers with sold fuel rockets to boost the take off of an overioaded
W 33 trarsport, and later with a liquid fuel engne fitted to an A 50 Junior,

On 10 May 1935, Major Wolfram Freifherr von Richthofen of the Reichsluftfahririnisterfum (RLM
ar German Aviation Ministry) proposed to Hptm. Leo Zanssen of the Heereswaffenamt (HWA or Army
Ordnance Board) the developmeant of a rocket-progelled aircraft to intercept high-fiving enemy bombers.,
This was ta signal the beginming of serious, and secret, rocketl engine development.

In 1935 the first tests were carried out with a liguid-fuelled engine attached to a He 72 biplane.
This engine, developed by Hellmuth Walter, used hydrogen peroxide and a paste catalyst and was
designed to give a thrust of about 135 kg (300 Ik} for 45 seconds. The success of the modified He 72
prompled Heinkel to denate an He 112 fighter airframe for ground tests. These somewhat dangerous
trials were conducted with & von Braun rocket engine which eventually produced 1,000 kg (2,200 Ibs)
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BELCW, Soane Oof the hazards of carly rocket tight! Gottlel Espenlauly examines
the damage o the muckder of the E 7 which caught fire during a first rest flight

o 25 October 19249 Although he managed to land safely, the asbestos covering
failed to prevent the dimage shown
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thrust for 30 seconds. They began in the spring of 1937 but, during a firal static test, the rocket engine
exploded, severely damaging the airframe. Fortunately, the pilot, Aughapitan Erich Warsitz, escaped
unhurt and subseguently made the first rocket-prapelied fiight in a second He 112 at the end of the
yvear from Kummersdorf, Tests continued with the aircraft until 18 June 1940 when the rocket
combustion chamber burned through and melted the elevator control rods. This caused the aircraft to
go out of cantrol and crash. The pilot on that flight, Flugbaumeister Gerd Riens, was killed.

The potential of the rocket-propelled He 112 coupled with the interest of the RLM prompied Heinkel
to begin development of an experimental recket-driven interceptor undes the designation He 176. Work
on the new aircraft began in December 1936 with the first detail drawings being issued in July 1937
The aircraft was to be powered by a throttle controlled S00 kg (1,100 |b) thrust Walter Rl engine which
used a combination of T-Steff (hydrogen peroxide) and Z-Stoff{sodium or calcium permanganate) as fuel.
Following towing trials behind a Mercedes car, the He 176 made at least 48 flights probably between
the late summer af 1938 and 8 November 1939, including one before Hitler. Work on the He 176 was
officially terminated on 12 September 1939, but flight testing continued for a few more months.

Or. Alexander Lippisch and Gottlob Espenlaub began the development of a series of tailless gliders
during the 1920s. Much of their work was influenced by the ideas of Friedrich Wenk. In 1925 Lippisch
joined the Rhon-Rossitten-Gesellschaft (which later became the Deutsche Forschungsanstalt fur
Segelflug or German Research Institute for Gliders. He then began producing a series of nine Sitorch
tailless aircraft two years later.

In 1929 Lippisch developed a more advanced tailless aircraft which he named the Defta . This,
as its name suggested, utilised a celta shaped wing. to which endplate fins and rudders were
attached. The Delta | glider made its first flight on 30 August 1930 and its success was such that,
with the help of the Messerschmitt director, Theo Croneiss, Lippisch's team weare able to fit the
aircraft with a small piston engine. The aircraft first flew with this
or 14 May 1931 and subsequently carried out &8 number of
succaessful demonstration flights,

The next successful design toc be produced by Lippisch was
tha Defta M which was built by Focoke-Wulf and flown for the first
time in 1933, It was followed, in 1937, by the Delta (V which was
given the RLM designation DFS 39. Testing of this aircraft and the
aavanced flying wing DOFS 40 led to an old RLM requirermnent for a
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pusherengined fighter being revived under the designation OFS 194, Developed from the Delta IVd, the
DFS 194 was first completed as a glider. It was test flown during the autumn of 1938, In the following
spring Lippisch joined the Messerschmitt company at Augsburg and shortly afterwards the DFS 194
was equipped with an experimental 300 kg thrust racketl engine. Tha first flight of the rocket-propelled
variant was delayed for various reasons until 3 June 1240, the aircraft achieving a speed of 550 km/h
(342 mph) during one of its last tests,

Considerable testing of the DFS 194 followed, most flights being carried out by the experienced
glider pilots Heinl Dittmar and Rudi Opitz at Peeneminde. Work on the DFS 194 led to the developmert
of an improved version, the Messerschmitt Me 1683, The fiest Aight of the initially unpowered prototype
the Me 163 A V4, was made on 13 February 1941, the aircraft being towed by a Bf 110 twin-engined
fighter. It was not until 13 August 1941 that the Me 163 A V4 made its first powered flight using a Walter
RAL203 (109509 A} rocket. The thrust of this engine coud be varied between 150 and 750 kg
(330 and 1,650 Ibs} and during a test on 2 Octeber 1941 the aircraft attained a speed of 1.003 km/h
(623 mph). The success of the prototype led to the production of a small batch of Me 163 As, These
were followed by the definitive model, the Me 163 B. This had a considerably modified fuselage and was
powered by the 1,700 kg (3,750 Ibs) thrust Walter R-1-211 (109-509 B]. It carried an armament of two
20 mm MG 151 or two 30 mm ME 108 cannon in the wing roots,
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The Advent of the Turbojet
1935-1941

“Because Professor Dr. Emst Heinkel undertook the development of the He 178 and its
engine at his own expense and without there being general knowledge of the event, the first
flight occurred in the presence of few people: e.g. Professor Heinkel, the constructors,
statisticians, aero-dynamicists, mechanics and, of course. Dr. von Ohain and his close team
of engineers. After the first successful test flight, Heinkel reported to the RLM, and
consequently no more flights were made until the aircraft could be made ready for
inspection by Goring and the General Staff.”

Erich Warsitz on the first flight of the He 178, 27 August 193%

he first practical design for a turbojet engine in Germany
Tw{,-s produced by a Z4vyearold graduate of Gottingen
University, Or. Hans-Joachim Pabst von Ohain in 1935,
Von Ohain took his design to a skilled automotive engineer,
Max Hahn who built a first demonstration engine. A patent for
this engine was granted on 9 November 1935, At this time the
angine comprised a two stage compressor (an axial fan stage
followed by a centrifugal second stage), an annular combusiion
chamber and a radial turbine,

Although showing promise, this first ‘garage engine’
obviocusly required much further development, the cost of which
was way beyond the von Ohain’s budget. As he explained:

“These tests suggested to me that fundamental combustor
investigations amd systematic developments were necessary thal wolld require Lime and money
exceeding my private means. My Professor af Gotltingen, Robert Pohl, came to my rescue. In a very
cordial discussion, he deciared that he was comvinced of the great fuiwre potantial of jet propulsion.
He suggested that industrial support would be necessary, and said that he was willing te give me a
letter of recommendation to any company of my choice. Intuitively, | thought the engine industry woulkd
be negative toward gas turbing development,; and thercfore | suggested the Heinkel corporation.,”

Von Ohain began werking for Heinkel on 15 April 1936, taking Max Hahn with him. Shortly
afterwards he was joined by Cipl-ing. Wilhelm Gundermann, a specialist in aircraft engineering and
turba-machinery, anc by the summer of the yvear he had between six and eight fitters and mechanics
assigned to his workshop. Von Ohain again

“During 1935 we made only slow progress in the combustion chanber programime because the highest
priority was paced upan the design and construction of the hydrogenpowered demonstration engine, the
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HeS 1. This was completed and installed in a test ng around the end of February 1937... By April most of

our test runs had been complefed, We were delighted that the apparatus fully met our expectations. It
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the psychological effect was enormous. Heinkel and his engineers suddenly believed firmly in the feasibility

of turbgjet propulsion, ™

The successful testing of the HeS 1 led Heinkel, & shrewd businessman, 1o accelerate
development of this form of propulsion, at the same time withholding details of it from the RLM. Work
began immediately on an enging which was designed to use liguid fuel and produce a static thrust of
about 800 kg (1,760 lbs). The first protatype of this engine, the HeS 3, was bench run in March 1938,
but problems were experienced with the new compressor, necessitating a redesign, the HeS 3b.

The new engine was then tested beneath the He 118 ¥2 while work was undertaken on the design
of a purpase-built aircraft, the He 178. Two prototypes of this small, shoulder wing monoplane were o
be built. The first had a fixed undercarnage, the second a retractable unit and an enlargad wing, After
cansiderable development, the HeS 3b, which then developed almost 450 kg (990 |bs) thrust, was
fitted to the He 178 V1. This aircraft, piloted by Flugkapitan Erich Warsitz, flew for the first time on

27 August 1939 - the world's first turbojet powered flight. Further development of the Heinkel engine
led to the HeS 8 (which later received the RLM designation 109-001) that was used to power the
world's first jet fighter, the He 280,
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Meanwhile, an official programmme for development of
turbojet propulsion was put in place, largely dug to the
efforts of Dipl.-ing. Helmut Schelp. In September 1938,
Schelp had transferred to the ELM department responsiole
for aircraft enging development where ha hoped his ideas
for gas turbine engines would gain support. He soon found
an ally in Gipl.-ing. Hans Mauch, the Technical Advisor for
Special Power Plants who, up to that time, had been
interested primarily in rocket engines. Accordingly, in the
autumn of 1938, they wvisited the main aircraft engine
manufacturers, with the result that Bramo and Jumo {the
Junkers Engine Company) began design work on turbojets,

M Jumo, the head of the company, Prof. Otto Mader,
appointed a 38vear old graduate of Graz Technical High
School in Austria, Anselm Franz, Lo undertake a general
survey of all gas turbine possibilities. Following detailed weight estimates of piston engines arranged
to drive turbines, Franz concluded that there would be great difficulty in getting the reguired
performance from such systems within any reasonable weight limits. He felt that only a simple turbojet
would be light enough for aircrart use. Franz later recalled:

“In 18939 the RLM wanted us to fake over Wagner's
engine [developed by the Junkers Aircraft Companyj, but |
refused and during the sutumn af that yvear we recaived a
government cantract for our own T 1. later o become known
a5 the Jumo 004 A, This can clasm o be the world’s first
successiul axial fiow turbofet, a canfiguration that became the
standard for jet engine design. The Jume 004 was also the
first jet engine in volume production and combat service, ©

In July 1933, Junkers received an official development
contract for the engine, the 109-004. The requirement was
for it to deliver 600 kg (1,320 Ibs) thrust at 900 km/h
559 mph) at sea level. It was dasigned to be brought into
production and operation as quickly as possible, and was
developed from the outset to burm diesed ail.

In the same manth that it merged with BMW, Bramo was working on two turbojets which were given
the BMW project designaticns P.3302 and P.3304. The P.3302 was initially considered as a research
unit to assist in the development of the tiny axial-flow F.3304 (109-002) with 2 counter-rotating
compressar. With a diameter of only 810 mm (24 inches) and an estimated thrust of 600 kg
{1,320 Ibs) the P.3304 eventually proved too complicated and was abandoned. This meant that BMW
could now concentrate on the simper P.3302 (109-:003), (W 54 022) the prototype of which first ran
n December 1940, Initial tests were very disappointing and forced a complele redesign to be
undertaken during the spring of 1941 under the designation P.3302 V2 ta V10. Even these designs
proved unsatisfactory and resulted in yet a further reworking of the engine under the designation
P.3302 V11-V14, By the autumn of 1942, this later sub-type was producing a thrust of about 550 kg
{1,210 Ibs) and was test flown beneath & Bf 110 flying test bed.

As turnojet engine development proceeded, a corresponding programme
for high-speed airframes was being formulated by Diol-ing.
Hans Martin Antz of Department LC 7 [Airframe
Development) of the RLM. Antz soon formed a
close working relationship with Scheip, who
supplied the basic data for jet engines, and.
as far as possible, the two development
programmes were integrated, Antz was then
29 years old and his academic background
bore many similanties to that of Schelp.

In October 1938, following discussions
FProf.

with Antz, Messerschmitt authorised
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Robert head, to
undertake feasibility studies for a single-seat
fighter with turbojet propulsion. By the end of
December 1938 Messerschmitt had received an
official study contract from the RLM, with more
detailed being outlined on
4 January 1939, Design work then began under
Woldemar Voigt, head of Messerschmitt's Project
Office, the type receiving the designation P.1065,
The tearn's brief was extremely nebulous. All they
had to work from was an approximation of the

Lusser, his Projekiblro

requirements

engine's size and weight. From this they
attempted to produce an aircraft that would have
an endurance of 30 minutes and a speed of
850 kmysh (528 mph). Voigt remembered:

“Since both the engine weight formula and
manufactuning considerations seemed o favour
smaller engines, we suggested to the RLM that
the proposed fighter should have twa turbgjets of abouwt 315 Kg (690 Ibs) thrust each...
angined configuration examined was basically & strajghtforward low-wing aeroplane with the engine
nacelles mounted centrally in the wings.”

Following these studies, detailed work on the design began on 1 April 1939, The first proposal,
which was submitted to the RLM on 7 June 1934, had a wing virtually identical in planform to that
af the early Bf 109 and Bf 110. After examining the proposal, the RLM gave permission for
construction of a mock-up. Various armameant combinations were proposed, and &t
the same time it was also planned to increase its wing area by fitting a parallel
section to each tip. Initially two engine layouts were oproposed; either two
BMW P.33202 engines (to become known as the BMW D032} slung beneath the wings,
or two of the slimmer BMW P.2304s mounted centrally. By November 1939, a third
type of engine had also entered the picture when details of the lunkers T 1
{Jumo 004 A} became availabie.

0On 19 December 1939 a mock-up of the P.1065 was inspected by representatives
of the RLM. By early February 1940 & description of the layout proposed for the first
prototype was issued. Two EMW P.3302 engines were to be mounted Delow the wings,
the leading edges of the outer sections of which were now o be swept back some 18
degrees for centre of gravity reasons. On 18 April 1941, the first flight of the Me 262
(as the P.10ES had just been redesignated) took place, with the aircraft powered by a
single Jumo 210 piston engine because of delays with turbajet development.

It was not until 25 March 1942 that the prototype attempled to make its first flight
with a pair of BMW P.3302 v2,/V10 engines, but the Jumo 210 piston engine was retained as a safety
measura, This was 10 prove a fortunate precaution as both turbojets suffered compressor blade
failures just after leaving the ground but, with the Jumo 210 piston engine, the test pilot, Fritz Wendel,
managed to land it safely.

Mearly four months later, on 18 July 1942, the third Me 262 was fitted with a pair of Jumo 0D4
engines and successfully completed the type's first jet-powered flights, Early tests with the Me 262
were to prove the airframe excellent, the only modification being to increase the wing root chord by
cantinuing the swept leading edge of the outer panels to the centre section

Considerable development wark on the Me 262 then followad, the major improvements being the
replacement of the tallwheel by a tricycle undercarriage and the upgrading of its amament 1o four 30 mm
M 108 cannon. The aircrall’s introduction into operational service was considerably delayed, however,
both by problems with its engines and by political arguaments. Chief amongst the latter was Hitler's
insistence that the aircraft be used as a fast bomber rather than a fighter for which it had been designed.
The logic of this argument was that the aircraft shoulo be used to hurl bombs at the invasicn foroe
anticipated to land in northern France and thus help drive them back into the sea. Whatever the merits
of this idea, it should have bheen dropped immediately the Allies gained a first toenoald in Western Europe,
but it was not untll 22 March 1945 that Hitler finally reversed his decision. By then it was too late.

The first twin
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LEFT: This wind tunnel model of
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RIGHT: Because of the
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LECVE: Early tests with the Me 262 were nod withoutr mishap, hoth engines and undescarriage proving o b
rather unreliable, Thes photograph, of the seventh production airceaft, the 570W N 13000 23 was taken on

1 June Prd following a crash caused by an engine fire. The colouring and markings are very simikr to thaose
on the gircratt flown by Thierfelder

Messerschmitt Me 262 S7 (W.Nr. 130012), June 1944

This Me 262 first flew in April 1944 and was painted pale blue (RLM 76) overall with the hlack four-letter call
sign Vi+AL. The nose, wings and both engines were damaged on 1 june 1944 due to an engine fire. Although
the seventh production aircraft, the S7 bore the series test number ‘6" in red on its nose. This was because the
sixth aircraft was delivered direct to Erprobungskommando 262.

= 1
©
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The Erprobungskommando
1942-1944

“Suddenly | was startled by an ear-splitting roar. It sounded as though an immense hot iron
had been plunged into a huge bathtub - a veritable hiss of Siegfried's dragon! My head spun
around and my surprised eyes saw a violet-black cloud driving a leaping, skipping
‘something’ ahead of it, faster and faster until the object leaped from the ground, jettisoned
a pair of wheels, and shot up into the sky. By the time | had closed my mouth, which had
opened in astonishment, the thing had disappeared.”

Lt. Hermann ‘Mano' Zegier on joining Erprobungskemmando 16, August 1943

n 20 April 1942 a special unit was established to develop the Me 163, the Komet as it was
O named, under operatioral conditions using the Messerschmitt plant at Augsburg for instruction
and development and the Luftwaffe airfield at Peeneminde-West for fiight testing. Designated
Erprobungskommando (EKda) 16, the unit was led by Hptm. Wolfgang Spate, an experienced pre-war
glider pilot who had earier commanded 5./1G 54. Spate made his first unpowered flight in the

1BOVE: Wolfigang Spiite was orn on

8 September 1901 in Dresden, and prior
ter the Secomd World War achieved ame
s s of Germany s maost e I.lr1'||l-|1:-\.|'||'|,|
ghider pilots, After serving as i
reconnaissance pilot, he joined 506G 54
on 1 January 1941, becoming

Sl !kuplliln durmg thie autumin. In
April 1942, spate was appointed
comimander of Erprobungskommuindo
1, Flying the Me 163 for the first time a
month Eter. In Apeil 1944 he ook over
command of V.G 54 on the Eastern
Front Delore beconimeg konmodore of
the Me 163-cquipped 1O 00 in Awgust
of the same year In March 1945 he ook
ower the Me 262 fighter wing, G 7

with oxyguinoling or phosphate as stabiliser] caught fire on
contact with any organic substance, not least of which was
human flesh, forcing the pilots to wear special, allegedly acd
proof suits, goves and boots. T-Stoff also had to be stored in
aluminium containers,
C-Staff (a 30 par cant hydrazine hydrate solution

through stee

in methanol), on the other hand, could only be kept in enamel
or anodised containers. Both fuels were colourless and their
different containers were carefully celour-coded and labelled to
avoid accidents,

Me 163 A VA on B May, recening instruction fram Heini Dittmar who had also been
transferred to the unit. Three days later Spate made his first powered flight in the
Va4, but he expernenced probieams with the unsprung two-wheeled take-off dolly. It was
found that the aircraft would frequently bounce Into the air at high taxying speeds
which could cause often savere spinal injuries to the pilot. Given the volatiity of the
rocket fuels, this would become an even more sericus problem as regular powered
flights increased. The difficulties were such that Spate considered it essential that
a sprung dolly be developed before reguler operational training could begin.

By zarly May the ground cresws for the unit had assembled at the Kommanao's twin
airfields where they recerved four week's instruction on the rocket fighter. At this time
flying was carried out by Dittmar, Spate and Lt Rudolf ‘Rudi’ Opitz sometimes joined by
the famous worman test pilot, Hanna Reitsch, but on 26 May two others, Obit, Joachim
‘Joschi’' Pohs and Oblt. lohannes Kiel (MW 5-£ 036), arrived at Augshurg ta join the unit.
After their arrival the new piots familiarised themselves in the two-seat DFS Kranich and
Granau Baby sailplanes before moving up to the Habichi aerobatic glider, some of which
had clipped wirgs. The newcomer would then undertake his first unpowered flights in an
Me 163 A, towed into the air by 3 Bf 110 twinengined fighter, before finally being
allowed 1o make a ‘sharp start’ under racket power

On 26 June the first B-series prototype, the Me 163 B V1, was flown for the first
time at Lechfeld, the varlant having a much plumper fuselage and being powered by
the Walter 109-509 B ‘hot’ rocket engine. Many problems were associated with the
two fuel components by this engine, designated T-Stoff and C-Stoff. A favourite
demonstration to new members of the
Hommando was to drop a tiny amount of one
fuel Into a saucer of the other. The result
was an instant hiss, bang and shest of
Another problem was that T-Stoff
(an 80 per cent hydrogen peroxide solution

flame

because this fuel could quickly eat
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Messerschmitt Me 163 A V4 (W.Nr. 163 00 00 001) of Erprobungskommando 16 at
Peenemiinde-West, August 1941

The first prototype of the Me 163 A was finished in pale blue {RLM 76) overall with the
fourletter code KE+SW painted on either side of the fuselage in black.

—
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By Movember, Erprobungskommando 16 had several
Me 163 As in its inventory plus five Bs (the V1 to V5)
although the latter had been damaged while being flown
by Hanna Reitsch on 30 October, Just prior to this, on
16 October. Heini Dittmar had been injured in a hard
landing with the Me 183 A V12, Rudi Opitz taking ower
responsibility for flight testing, Further development tests
continued during the winter months of 1942/43, although
bad weather often hampered the work of the unit.

In February 1943 the Hommando was orderad to
take on the testing of the experimertal jet fighters, the
Hea 280 and Me 262. However, when Hptm. Spate and
COiit. Pohs arrived at the Heinkel factory at Rostock, they
discovered that the He 280 V1 had been destroyed, the
VW2 was being re-engined with the Jumo 004 and the V3
had been damaged in an emergency landing. As for the Me 262, only the V2 was flying, and Spate was ABOVE: The
forced to report that neither type was ready for flight tests by his Mommanda, I:ITELI:T;F: :;L‘i‘*’

Two months later, on 17 April, Spate did fly the Me 282 V2, reporting to the General der . o0 e
Jagdfileger, Adolf Galland that: “The climbing speed of the Me 262 surpasses that of the Bf 109 G by powered flight on
6 to 8 m/sec (16 to 20 ft/sec) at a much better speed (420 km,/h or 261 mph). The superior horizontal 13 August 1941 mt
and climbing speeds will enable the aircraft to operate successfully against numerically superior enemy ttcl:::ﬁ::l:irnlrh
fighters... The aircraft deserves the highest attention; its development should recefve the greatest the controls, The
possible support. High speeds can be obtained by jet proforype
propulsion. The Me 262 is only a first step....." :.I":Lf:::-II|:|1-:-|:1::-J

Meanwhile development of the Kome! continued, Obit. usedl by the
Pohs testing FuiG 25a IFF radio equipment and LE Opitz rocket Romet's
assisted take-off Units during April, At the end of that maonth, :1'1"_:""::;“"'"“'
two further pilots joined the Hommande., Obit. Anten “Toni'

Thaler and Lt. Herbert Langer. By August, developmeant of the

LEFT: A proup of six of the maost important Me 163 pilots, From
lett vo right are: Flugkapitin Helmut Kaden, responsible for Me 163
acceplance westing, Oblr, Johannes Kiel who had claibmed

26 victorics with 1LA26G 2 and 1LA7G 26 helore PG
Erprobungskommando 16, Wolfgang Spéite, Heini Dittmar, ' Rudi’
Crpite, and Josed Pahs whio had previously served svith 5,00 54,
kil ook over commnd of 770 20 in August 19495 and

became Kommandeur of WELAEG 76 in November, but was Killed

in combat on 29 lanuary 1944, Pohs lost bis Life a litte earlier, on
A December 1943 while testing the Me 163
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rocket fighter had developed sufficiently to allow some of the Kommando to concentrate on developing
ground-control procedures. Some difficulties were experienced with the high speed and exceptional climbing
performance of the aircrafl and with the radio control procedures which were initially unable to cope.

By this time rocket development at Peenemonde, not anly of the Me 163 but also of the A-4 missile,
had become known to the Allies with the result that the facility was heavily bombed on 17 /18 August.
Although Erprobungskommando 16 was little affected by the bombing, the attack forced the transfer of
its seven Me 163 As and one B to Bad Zwischenahn west of Oldenburg in north-west Germany.

Shortly afterwards the unit received an influx of 21 new pilots who were to form the basis of the
world's first operational rocket fighter unit, From September, altitude acclimatisation began on the
Zugspitze mountain under the direction of the /nstitut fur Luftfahrtmedizin in Munchen, and a captured
Russian pressure chamber was also made available at Bad Zwischenahn.

On 30 November the Hommando suffered its first fatality when Ofw. Alois Worndl was Killed flying
the Me 163 A VG. The accident was held to be due to the pilot’s over-exuberance, Exactly a month later,
a second pilot was lost when the Me 163 B VB flown by Oblt, Pohs struck a radio mast after his engine
cut shortly after take-off. PGhs' place as Technical Officer was taken by Obft. Otto Bohner,

By this time only four Me 262 jet fighter prototypes were flying, the V1, V3, V& and V7, all of which
were under test at Lechfeld, a Luftwaffe airfield near Augsburg used by Messerschmitt. Although Spate
had flown the type in April, it was not until 9 December 1943 that the first Luftwalfe experimental unit,
designated Erprobungskommando 262, was formed to develop the type. This unit, which was also based
at Lechfeld, was led by the experienced combat pilot who had previously led 4,/2G 2, Hptm. Werner
Thierfelder. On 21 December he and another
accomplished fighter pilot, Mafor Egon Mayer,
commander of JG 2, flew the sixth prototype
Me 262, the first to be fitted with a retractable
tricycle undercarriage.

Although Thierfelder had begun flying the
Me 262 in December, it was not until 20 January
1944, that he was joined by F. Helmut Baudach
and Fw. Erwin Eichhorn from JG 2 and Fu Helmut
Lennartz from JG 11, with Obft. Worner arriving
from ZG 101 at the end of February. As with the
Me 163 Hommando, testing was not without
danger, Thierfelder escaping unhurt on 1 February
when the Me 262 V5 which he was flying, crashed
and was destroved.

Meanwhile, in January 1944, the first Luftwaffe
ground crews arrived at Bad Zwischenahn, and
dunng the same month several “sharp starts’ were

ABOVE: The tour men shown here, test pilot Gerd Lindner, Willi Messerschmitt
Werner Thierfelder and Gerhand Careli, plaved a most important part in the
developrmnent ol the Me 262 Thierfelder was born on 24 December 19415 in

Berdin, but grew up in South West Africa (now Namibia), He studicd an Giningen
University before joining 1L/Z20G 26, part of the famous "Horst Wessel”
Geschwader, it the beginning of the war After combat during the battles for
France and Britin and then in the Balkans and Crete, be was awarded the
Kaight's Cross on 1 Octaber 1941 for 14 acrial victofies and the destraction of
11 aircru and six trains on the ground, He joined 112G 2 in May 1942 and was
promeded o Saffelkapitin of 4,000 2. 0n 1 Ocober 1942 he ransferred o the
Salf of the General der Jagdilicger where much use wias made of his extensive
technical knowledge. He was appointed to lead Erprobungskommanda 262 on
15 December 19494, and became, at the same time, commander of 101/7G 20, By
this tite he had des TOvy ed 27 aircraft in the air |‘.|=l.1:=- 41 on the !.{I‘l.ll.l:l'ld.

made with the first combatready Me 163 B by
Spate and Opitz. Powered flights increased during
the next two months although the ground crews
began to suffer problems with a lack of spares.
During March 1944 tests were made with a special
plastic covered parachute as it was realised that
escaping T-Stoff would guickly cause the normal
fabric parachute to burst into flames,

The Kommando now began to fly the first
simulated combat sorties, The plan was for the
Me 163 to climb at a 45 degree angle at a speed of
between 700 and 800 km/h (435 and 500 mph)

approaching the bomber stream which it was predicted would be at around &,000 m (20,000 ft) from
behind. Mot long after attaining this altitude, which would take about two and a half minutes, it was
anticipated that the rocket engine would cut and the fighter would then attack the bombers in a shallow dive.
Because of the extremely short combat radius of the Komet (about 7O km or 43 miles), it was proposed to
establish a line of combat bases between the Belgian and Danish borders with a secondary line on the
approach to Berin.
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On 19 April the first Me 262, the V&, was delivered to Erprobungskemmanda 262, Lennartz making his
first jet flight on that dey. Early the next manth, 14 pilets from IIL/ZG 26 (minus 7. Staffel), which tad been
fling Bf 110s from Kinigsberg-Neumark against USAAF bombers, were ordered to transfer to Lechfeld for
conversion 1o the Me 262, Advanced detachments arrived on 10 May, grounc staff from 8./ZG 26 gping to
the Messerschmitt assembly plant at Leipheim, those from
9./2G 26 10 Schwabisch Hall for technical familiarisation.
During the middle of May two further Me 2625 were delvered
to the unit while ten pilots began conversion training. They
were Oblt, Hans-Ginther Miller {Staffelkapitdn of 8./IG 26),
Oblt. Paul Bley |Staffelkapitan of 9./ZG 26}, Oblt. Gunther
Wegmann, Lt Joachim Weber, Lt Alired Schreiber, Ofw
Hubert Gobel, Ofiw. Helmut Recker, Ofw. Strathmann, Pw. Heinz
Herlitzius and Uffz, Hans Flachs.

Despite the accelerated operational development of the
Me 262 it was the Me 163 that was to fly the world's first
combat sortie by 8 non propellerdriven aircraft, This took
place when Major Spate, flying the Me 163 B V41 which had
been overenthusiastically painted bright red averall by the
ground crew, took off on 14 May 1944 to intercept a group of USAAF aircraft approaching Bremen. Within
minutes he spotted two P-47s vertically above him, but almost immediately his engine flamed out. Waiting
the obligatary 2 minutes, he relit the engine and accelerated after the American fighters. Approaching
800 kmy/h (560 mph), the port wing suddenly kicked downwards as compressibility effects began to
manifest themselves. Spate tried to correct, but by the time he had stoppad the aircraft from shaking,
the rocket kad cut again and he was forced to abandon the sortie,

Spate undertook a second sortie that day, but did not manage to intercept. Shortly afterwards, he
left the Hommande to take over IV./JG 54 on the Eastern Front, his place being taken by Hptm, Toni
Thaler. A third sortie was undertaken by Ofw, Wemner Nelte on 20 May in the Me 163 B V40 and two
days later Oblt. Opitz flew a fourth in the B V33, A fifth operation was flown on 28 May by Obit. Langer,
but like the previous two, no contact was made with the enemy.

The recent flurry of activity at Bad Zwischenahn soan attracted USAAF attention and on 30 May 80
B-17s bombed the airfield. One or possibly two Me 1635 were destroved and five others damaged plus
several Bf 110 glider tugs and an assortment of gliders and communications aircraft. Following the
attack. basic training was temporarily transferred to Brieg on the Oder, but recommenced at Bad
Zwischenahn on 15 June. Six days later another of the Hommando's veterans, Oblt. Langer was Killed
when his Bf 108 crashed in fog.

On 18 July, Erprobungskommande 262, which was continuing to work up at Lechfeld, suffered a
severe Dlow when Hptm, Thierfelder was Killed. He had apparently taken off in the Me 262 56 o engage
a formation of US bombers near Landsberg/Lech but failed to return. It is possible that he was shot
down by P-51s, but the more likely cause of his loss was a tecanical failure. Thierfelder did
manage to bale out, but he was too low for his parachute to open,

Seven days later Lt. Alfred 'Bubi’ Schreiber, fiying an Me 262 coded "White 4°, claimed
the destruction of a Mosquito over Bavaria. This was possibly an aircraft of 544 Squadron
which, unbeknown to Schreiber, managed to return to its base in Ialy, On 30 July,
Fhr, Herbert Kaiser baled out from a Me 262 due to an engine fire near Biberbach, but he
escaped unburt, Three days later the Mommando claimed its second victory, a
reconnaissance Spitfire, alse destroyved by Lt Schreiber.

Thierfelder's place as commander of the Kommando was taken by Hptm, Horst Geyer on
£ August and other key persannel included OB Ghnther Wegmann as Adfutant; Hptm. Heinrich
Richter as Major baim Stab and Obit. Georg Wiing as Technical Officer. On 8 August Lt Joachim
Weber claimed the unit's second Mosquito, an aircraft from the US 802nd Reconnaissance
Group. over the Ammersee, south-west of Minchen. Seven days later a Mosquito piloted by
Capt. Saloman Pienaar of 60 Scuadron, South African Air Force, was intercepted by a Me 262
as it gttempted to photograph Leipheim airfield but escaped. On the same day, Fw. Helmut
Lennartz and Ofw. Kreutzberg intercepted a one B-17 near Stuttgart, the former pilot blowing off its port
wing with his 30 mm cannaon. Three days later another Mosguito of 544 Squadron was intercepted by an
Me 262 over Gelbelstadt but escaped without damage.
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On 15 August between 120 and 140 USAAF bombers
again attacked Bad Zwischenahn, but although the runway
and airfield buildings were damaged, no aircraft were |ost.
Flight operations recemmenced on 23 August, but resulted
in the death of Fw. Richard Lukas {fiying the B V28 C1+01)
in & landing accident. Early in Seastember, Galland visited
Erpvobungskommanaa 16 and informed Thaler that The unit
was to be disbanded. The Kommandofihrer protested,
saying that the unit had still to finish developing combat
procedures for the Me 163 B and would be needed to
introduce the improved Me 163 C. The order was then
rescinded, but in October 1944 the unidt transferred to
Brandis near Leipzig.

Meanwhile, on 18 August, the 8. Staffel of ZG 26 moved to Rechlinlarz to form the first
Einsatzkommando for cperations against Allied reconnaissance aircraft. The unit's pilots were Obit, Miller.
Lt, Weber and Fw. Lennartz with Lt Preusker as fighter controller. Six days later, Ofw. Helmut Baudach of
Erprobungskommanda 282 claimed an F-5 Lightning reconnaissance aircraft, and on the 26th Lt Schreiber
shot down a Mosguite of 60 Squadron and Ofw. Recker a Spitfire, possibly from 683 Squadran,

At the end of August 1944 a document was issued by Galland's office detailing the proposed fighter
development programme for the Me 262, Three Einsatzkommandos were to be established at Lechfeld,
Rechlin-Larz and Erfurt-Bindersleben, each being led by an officer with the powers of a Staffelkapitan
They were 1o iron out technical problems, develop tactical procedures and evolve a training programme
for the Me 262 fighter which could be used singly or on Rotte, Schwarm, Staffel or Gruppe operations.
AL the same time L LG 2€, comprising the Stabskompanie and the 8. and 9. Staffein, was to continue
training at the Messerschmitt airfields at Leipheim, Schwabisch Hall and Lechfeld.

On 5 September, Lt Schreiber from Erprobungskommando 262 shot down an American Spitfire X
flown by Lt. Fobert Hilborn of the Tth Photo Recon Group, his 30 mm cannon ‘shredding’ the American
aircraft. Mext day Ofw. Gobel intercepted an RAF Mosguito from 540 Squadron which he claimed
destroyed. On 11 September the U5 Eighth Air Force reported its first engagement with jet fighters
One of its formations was attacked near Leipzig, but this was almost certainly oy a Me 163 from
I./1G 400 based at Brandis. A P-51 Mustang fighter piloted by Lt. William A. Jones of the US 339th
Fighter Group was, however, shot down by Ofw. Helmut Baudach of Erprobungskommando 262, On 14
and 18 Septernber Lt Joachim Weber claimed a Mosguitos (his second and third jet victories), probably
aircraft from 540 and 544 Sgquadrons respectively,

On 23 September Erprobungskommando 262 declared a strength of 12 aircraft and 17 crews.
Four days later, in what appears to have been a mainly paper transaction, the unit was redesignated
10./EJG 2. Horst Geyer, the commander of the unit, remembered nothing of this redesignation, and even
Lufiwaffe records seem confused. On 14 October a pilot from the unit, Ofhr. Erich Haffke, was killed ina
crash at Hochstadt/Donaw, Differert sources give his unit as Erprobungskommande 262 and 10./EJG 2
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LEFTE This plan view gives an excellent impression o
e alifferences between the Me 1635 A and the much

bulkier B-series which was designed Tor operational use

RIGHT: "Hednid! Ditemar poses with Me 163 BV 21
VA4SS which was delivered 1o Peenemiinde at the
beginning of June 1943 The airceaft had been firted
with its rocket cogine at the Walter Factory in Kiel ang

mack: 1= first thightr piloted by L Otz one 24 June

Messerschmitt Me 163 B V21 (W.Nr. 163 100 30) of Erprobungskommando 16

it Peenemiinde-Wast, June 1943

The early B-series Me 1635 had a pale blue (RLM 76) finish overall with black Stammbkennzeichen. This aircraft, the
V21, made its first ‘sharp start’ (powered) take-off on 24 June 1943 with Rudi Opitz at the controls. It was damaged
na USAAF bombing raid on Bad Zwischenahn on 30 May 1944,
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RIGHT: The Me 262VS
orshed and was hidly
disiged on 1 Pebneary 1944
when the nose wheel leg
vollapsed. The pilor, Hipom
Werner Thierfelder ol
Erprohungskoamnundo 2k,

woas unbir,

FEFT A serles of sketches and rhymes were produced o celebrate the
second anniversary of Erprobungskommando 16, This page shows the
first operational Me 163 sortie Mo by Wioldlgang Spate in an airenih
whiich had been painted red overall

Messerschmitt Me 163 B V41 (W.Nr. 163 100 50) of
Erprobungskommando 16 at Bad Zwischenahn, 14 May 1944

Prior to the Me 163's first operational flight the ground crew painted the aircraft red
overall, perhaps in memory of the famous ‘Red Baron’, Manfred von Richthofen.

Woligang Spate flew a sortie against a USAAF formation in this alrcraft on 14 May
1944, but without success.

Pl das s ald et oee Lok smowwid,
fafir Flrgl dsedr MaJer SpAte,

dsmm lles Becs Lraunkd ssins Eeli;
abar dar Tomay sriast weios Flsiis,
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LEFT: A lineap of eight Me 20625 o
Erprobureskommando 262
phctographed at Lechield during
Angust 194949, The theee alrcraft in
the fercgrownd e

White 27 (W Nr 1700713

White 3" (W Ne I70GT) and
"White 5TCWONE 1T

Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1a (W.Nr. 170071) of Erprobungskommando 262, Lechfeld, August 1944
One of the first operational Me 262s, this aircraft was painted in dark grey and medium grey (RLM 74 and 75)
uppersurfaces with pale blue (RLM 76) beneath. It was delivered to Erprobungskommando 262 on 1 August 1944,
but a report issued by the Obb. Forschungsanstalt Oberammergau on 13 October noted that it had deformed wing
surfaces. After repair it was transferred ta lll./EJG 2 and flown by Major Erich Hohagen on 15 November.

In May 1945 it was discovered abandoned on an autobahn near Lechfeld by US forces.

RIGHT. The Me 163 1
V35 comwes in to kand at
Bl Zwischenahn
Aithough painged pale
Alue, this mircraft wis
amilar o the V41 in
which Spiite made thie
st interesption of a
SAAF bomber
rmation on
14 April 1444
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AEOVE: T August 19494, EKdo 1404 remaining Me 163 swoere repainted sith a new camouilage scheme and given the

wnit cole €1, Me 163 BV4S was given the code C1+05

Messerschmitt Me 163 B V45 (W.Nr. 163 100 54) of Erprobungskommando 16 at

Bad Zwischenahn, July 1944

This aircraft has dark brownish green and mid-green (RLM 81 and 82) camouflaged uppersurfaces with
pale blue vertical tail surfaces mottled in the same colours. The black fourletter Stammkennzeichen had
been replaced by an operational code, “C1’, in black followed to the right of the fuselage Balkenkreuz by

the white number ‘05",
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BHELOW: Hpom.
O Bahner whis
bl 206 400
Petween July 1844
and February 1945
prepares i take ofl
in fis Me 163 B,
Ihe Woerknumaners
A4 4w the
distinctive spobted
camoullase panern
cstiblishes that this
weas o Klemm-banli

Alrcrdlt

Combat April-November 1944

‘The first fighter operations should provide the experience necessary to overcome the
shortcomings and mistakes in any new design. The pilots must therefore be trained to
recognise the real shortcomings. Failing completely to appreciate this state of affairs,
Major Mowotny has selected the following point. among others, which he considers
important. He feels that the electric starter handle, which is located at present on the
starboard side console, should be replaced by a button on the instrument panel. The starter
is only wsed once for each engine before a flight. It is totally unimportant whether it is
installed on the right or at the front."
Fritz Wende!, Messerschmitt test pilot,
reporting on the activities of Kommando Nowotny

5 the Me 163 and Me 262 began to prove their ability, two fighter units were set up to exploit this
Awienlitll The first, equipped with the Me 163, was designated 20./)JG 1 and established at
Wittmundhafen early in February 1944, Its pilcts and ground crews underwent training with
Erprobungskommandaif. By the end of the manth its pilots had made 86 flights in the Me 163 A and
82 In the B, Including a ‘sharp start’ by the Staffel Kapitan, Hptm. Robert Olejnik, On 1 March the unit
was redesignated 1. /3G 400, receiving its first ten pilots
by the Tth, with three others a little later, The first
operational Me 163 B was delivered by Opitz on 10
Warch and by the 20th a total of six aircraft had arrived.

On 6 April & 2. Staffel was officially added to the
fledgling Geschwader, and was based at Oranienburg in
Morth Germany before transferring to Venlo in the
Metherdands at the end of July. At this time the unit had
12 pilots. Meamwhile, on 21 April, Olejnik crashed after
his engine lost power on take off. He suffered head
Injuries and crushed vertelrae. His place was temporarily
taken by Obi. Otto Bohmer who had previously led
2./1G 400, acting command of this Staffel passing to
Lt, Heinz Schubert, Bohner himself was injured when his
Me 163 B VY57 made a heawy landing on 28 May which forced Olejnik to return, still in plaster. By this
time severgl additional arrcraft had been received from the Klemm factory at Boblingan.,

Around 10 July 1244, 1./)G 400 began transferring to Brandis near Lelpzig with the task of
protecting the vital oil distillation plant at Leuna west of the city. All the unit's Me 163s were air towed
by Bf 110s to the new base. At about the same time a training and replacement Starfel (Erg. /G 400)
was established under Obit, Franz Medicus from crews provided by Erprobungskommando 16, It soon
joined the operational squadron at Brandis.

The first operational sortie flown by 1./0G 400 took place on 19 July when Ufiz, Kurt Schiebeler.
flying the Me 163 B V50, PH+QU, attempted o interceptl a P-38 but without success. Eight days later
8 Me 163 was reported by an RAF formation for the first
time. Mext day an American bomber formation spotted
an Me 163 near Leipzig and an the 29th the destruction
af the first Komet was claimed by a P-38 of the 479th
Fighter Group, but there are no corroborating records of
thiz in German files,

1./)G 400°s first successful operation came on
16 Avgust when five Me 163s took off to irtercept a
formation of B-17s. Two pilots, Fu Siepfred Schubert and
Lt. Hartmut Ryll both claimed the destruction of a bomber,
but Ryll was later shot down and killed by two P-51s and
Fw. Herbert Straznicky baled out from his Me 163 B after
it was shot up by American gunners. Perhaps JG 400's
most successful operation was flown on 24 August when

4

ABGVE: Hptm
Ralyert €¥lcjnik,
Clefts the frst
Staffelkapitin of
11 UMY sahutes
O, Frany Rosk
who later became
leader of the

5. staffel The
alrcraft in the
background is a
BE 110 glicker tug
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eight Me 163s (MW 54 061) took off to attack ancther American bomber formation. This time three
bombers were shot down, one by LL Hans Bott, one by Fw. Straznicky and another by Fw Schubert.
Previously, on 19 August, an order was issued for the expansion of JG 400. A Gruppe Stab was to
ke formed at Brandis and placed under the command of the veteran Homet pilot, Major Spate.
A 3. Staffel was established at Stargard under Obft. Franz Rdsle and the formation of 4., 5. and
6./JG 400 planned. On 3 September, with Allied forces threatening its base at Venlo, 2./1G 400 moved
to Brandis, three days being taken to ground-tow the disassembled aircraft to its new base,
On 9 September, Lt Fritz Kelb was forced to bale out from his Me 163 after it caught fire on
take-off and four days |ater Oblt, Rdsle suffered severe facial injuries after the engine of his Homet
cut as it left the ground (I-'W 54 062 & 63). These were not the only problems that were besetting
the unit, however. In August one of the main factories producing C-Stoff in Kiel was destroved in a
bombing raid and the arrival of other supplies of rocket fuel were often delayed due to Allied raids
on the transport system.
As more problems began to affect JG 400, moves were made to establish the first Me 262 jet
fighter unit. On 26 August Adolf Galland ordered the various Einsatzkommando, together with
elements of the Stabskompanie and the signals platoon of IIl./Z2G 26, plus part of
Erprobungskommando 262, to form a new operational Gruppe under the command of Major Walter
Mowotny, a JG 54 pilot who had just claimed his 255th victory on the Eastern Front. The new Gruppe,
known as Kommando Nowotny, was to have three Staffein, the first formed from 9./2G 26, the
second from 8./2G 26 and the third newly formed.
The Kommando received orders on 27 September to transfer to Achmer and Hesepe near
Osnabriick for operations against Allied bomber formations. By this time the unit had about 30
Me 262s divided between its three Staffeln. It actually arrived at its new bases on 3 and 4 October,
but an the latter day the engine of Hptm. Alfred Teumer's aircraft flamed out as he attempted to land
at Hesepe and he was killed in the resulting crash and fire. His place as commander of 2./Wommando  BELOW: Afier
Nowotny was taken by LE Franz Schall, I’T]:'_':IE:EI:F:?“JIP
The first operational sortie was flown on 7 October when the Kommando intercepted USAAF bomber 5 7 October 1944,
formations attacking targets in the Magdeburg area. Lt. Schall and Fw. Heinz Lennartz of the 2.5taffel the Me 163 B
took off from Hesepe and each destroyed a B-24, but the 1I.Staffel was not so lucky. As Oblt. Bley, "‘_‘"N" 80013
Lt. Gerhard Kobert and Offir. Heinz Russel began their take-off runs from Achmer they were attacked by r,lhi:{[:r]::d
P-51 pilot, Lt. Urban L. Drew of the 361st Fighter Group. Russel escaped unhurt, but Kobert's aircraft Eisenmann of
exploded in @ ball of flame, and Bley managed 10 bale out at low-altitude. In an attempt to prevent a :ﬂ:“'::‘:i::;i‘;‘jl
repeat of this disaster, IIl. /)G 54, which had just re-equipped with the Fw 190 D9, was transferred 10 g mann was.

nearby Oldenburg to provide air cover for the Kommando during take-offs and landings. killed.
I./JG 400's Me 163s were also engaged on the Tth. As they
scrambled against the USAAF formation, Fw. Schubert's aircraft e

caught fire, somersaulted and exploded. Uffz. Kurt Schiebeler and
Fw. Rudolf Zimmermann both shot down B-17s, but on landing, Uffz.
Manfred Eisenmann was killed and Fw. Friedrich Husser injured.

On 10 October, Bley of Nowatny's Kommando claimed a P51, but
two days later he was forced to make a crash landing at Steenwyk, his
Me 262 suffering light damage. After claiming the destruction of
another P-51, Fw. Lennartz of 1./Hdo Nowotny was also compelled to
make an emergency landing near Bramel. On the 13th, Obering.
Luthner's aircraft crashed on take-off from Achmer and was destroved
and Offir. Heing Russel’s Me 262 was heavily damaged as it
attempted to make an emergency landing at Hesepe. Operations by the Hommando were not proving very
successful, no less than ten aircraft being destroyed or damaged between 4 and 13 October. In an attempt
to discover the reason, Messerschmitt dispatched a technical field team (Technische AuSendienst) under
test pilot Fritz Wendel to Achmer. His investigations resulted in the issuing of a damning report in late
October in which he criticised the lack of training and Nowotny's somewhat reckless attitude:

Instruction on the Me 262 is parficularly bad with the Kommando. The importance given to the
technical side may be illustrated by the fact that the Gruppe Technical Officer at Achmer, Hptm. Streicher,
is not a technician, The Staffel Technical Officer at Hesepe, the 159-year-old Ofr. Russel, is also a complete
layrman, who has himself recently destroyed two aircraft as a result of carelessness and Inadeguate
training. ...Major Nowotny is a successful Eastern Front pilot, but is unfamiliar with the present situation
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ABOVE: Major Walter MNowotny
wits Born on 7 Deovimber 19200 @l
Comund in Avstri. He joined the
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has unconventional dress shaoswn
here, marked him unsmitable o
command such a formation

took off to intarcept. Schall claimed two P-51s, but they were in fact both P-4Ts from the
356th Fighter Group. Shortly afterwards Schall's engines flamed out and he was caught
and chased by @ Mustang piloted by Lt. Jameas W. Kenny of the 357th Fighter Group. The
American raked the Me 262 with machine-gun fire giving Schall just enough time to bale
out before it exploded in a ball of flame,

Mowotny was not 50 lucky. After shooting down a B-24 and a P-51, he was chased by
a large number of Mustangs but after out-distancing them, he disappeared into cloud cover
at 2,000 metres (6,500 ft). He then turned through 180 degrees which brought him
towards a P-51 piloted by Lt. Richard W. Stevens of the 384th Fighter Group. Stevens

in the West and, at 23, is not the superior leader personalily necessary to guarantee the
success of this vital operation. .

Bad weather then prevented further operations by Mowolry's unit until 28 October when
it attempted to intercept an American raid on Hamm. Twao pilots, Lt. Schall and Lt Alfred
Schreiber, each claimed victories but Obit. Bley was killed when his aircraft struck a flock
of birds on take-off from Achmer. His place as commander of 1. /Kdo Nowoiny was taken by
Obft. Weber. Next day, Schreiber claimed an F-5 Lightning and later he rammed a Spitfire
near Nordhorn, Fe. Buttner and Ofw. Gobel of Kommando Nowolny engaged a flight of
P-47s, each claiming one destroved.

During October 1944, in spite of Hitler's controversial edict that all Me 262s should be
produced as bombers, a total of 52 fighters had been deliverad, all except one going to
Kommando Nowotny,

On 1 November, four Me 262s attacked a group of P-51 Mustangs from the US 20th
and 352nd Fighter Groups. Mear Zwalle, Offe. Willi Banzhaff of the 3.Staffel shot down a
P21 from the former Group but, as he continued his dive through the American foermation,
his Me 262 was attacked by a P51 and a P-47. He baled out and escaped without injury.
Mext day the Kemmando claimed three victories, a P-51 and a P-47 by Fw. Erich Blttner and
a P-47 by Ofiw. Helmut Baudach. On the debit sice Urfz. Alois Zollner was killed when an
engine of his Me 262 failed on take-off from Achmer, but Ofiw. Hubert Gobel escaped when
his aircraft wes damaged in a taxying accident.

I./1G 400°s next significant, and disastrous, action came on 2 MNovember during a US
raid on the Merseburg-leuna oil plant. Ofw. Jacob Bollenrath and Ofw. Straznicky of
1./0G 400 and Lt Ganter Andreas of 2./1G 400 were all shot down by the fighter escort. In
addition the engine of Ofw. Horst Rodly's Me 163 cut on take-off. He baled out too low and,
live Bollenrath and Stramicky, was kilked.

Three Me 2625 were lost on 4 November, OFfv. Gobel shat down a P-51 of the 356th
Fghter Group near the Dummer Lake, but his Me 262 was destroyed when he attempted to
make an emergency landing at Bohmte. Ofv. Banzhaff was reported missing near Lineburg
and Ofw. Helmut Zander's aircraft was totally destroyed when he attempted a single-engined
landing at Hesepe. Astonishingly, he was flung from the aircraft and survived unhurt.

On 6 November 1944, four more Me 262s from the Kommando were damaged, three of
them in emergency landings all caused by running out of fuel, Lt. Spangenburg crashed near
Lahnwerder, Ofw. Kreutzer near Ahlhom and Ofw. Heinz Lennartz near Bremen, Each pilot
escaped unhurt. According to American sources however, Spangenburg was shot down by
Capt, Charles E, 'Chuck’ Yeager's P-51. It is also possible that Lennartz’s machine was shot
down by Lt. William J. Quinn in the Bassum area south of Bremen. The fourth Me 262, piloted
by Ofw. Baudach, was damaged in a taxying accident at Hesepe. The only success achieved
by the unit on this day was when LI Franz Schall destroyed a P-47.

Mext day Generals Heller and Galland armved to inspect the Hommando, the latter already
disappointed by the poor showing of the unit. During the late moming of the Eighth the two
senior officers were present as the uwnit scrambled to intercept an American bomber
formation, Two aircraft, piloted by Major Mowotny and Oblt. Wegmann were to
take off from Achmer and two, flown by Lt Schall and Fue Blttner, from Hesepe.
The engines of Nowotny's “White 8' refused to start, and Bittner's aircraft blew
a tyre on take-off, causing slight damage, but Wegmann and Schall engaged the
enemy, claiming & P51 and P47 respectively.

As the bombers returned during the early afternoon, Mowotny and Schall
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managed to get behind the Me 262 and give it a two-secand
burst from 450 metres (500 vards). After the jet began to
slow, he gave it another two-second burst and then followed
it ower an airfield firing all the time. Suddenly Nowotny's
aircraft wen! into a steep. left hard turn and disappeared
into the overcast. Horrified listeners on the ground heard
Nowotny report over the radio: "Just made the third kill... feft
jet has fafled... been attaciked again... been hit...” and then
his Me 262 crashed in flames north of Bramsche before he
could bale out.

The |loss of Mowotiny sounded the death knell of the
Hommando. Although it had claimed 18 confirmed victories, it
had lost a total of 26 Me 262s destroyed or damaged. Shortly afterwards it was transferred back to
Lechfeld for retraining, Hptm. Georg-Peter Eder being appointed temporary commander before the arrival
of Major Erich Hohagen.

Wendel submitted another critical report; *The Hommando was withdrawn for a refresher course
at Lechfeld after four crashes on B November. This was ordered by General Galland who had bean with
the unit on 7 and 8 November, | have already stressed weaknesses and faults in the leadership and
training of this Kommando in my last report. The pilots are only partly ‘fighter trained’ and go into
action after only two flights in the 8-262 ', In this respect, they have never altered, and it was only after
Major Kowotny was killed following an air battle with a large number of Mustangs. that General Galland
gave the order for their ‘removal’’. The Kommando should be back to full strength in 8 to 10 days.”

Just previeusly, at an armaments conference held early in Movember, Hitler had finally given
permission to begin serigs production of the Me 262 as a fighter but with the stipulation that each
alrcrart ~...must be capable of carrying at least one 250 kg (550 \b) bomb in case of emergency”. This
encouraged the formation of the first jet fighter Geschwader under the designation IG 7.

The original first two Gruppen of JG 7 had been established as early as August 1944 from
remnants of the old bomber Geschwader, KG 1 'Hindenburg’, This unit, which had been operating the
He 177 on the Eastern Front, was withdrawn to Konigsberg to be re-equipped with the Bf 109 G-14.
This plan was eventually abandoned, but in Novermber the remnants of Kommando Nowotny under
Major Hohagen became Il /)G T and the formation of two additional Me 262 Gruppen planned. The
first of these, 1./JG 7, was formed on 27 November from I /)G 3 under Major Theo Weissenberger.

On 1 Movemnber two specialised Gruppen were formed to consolidate jet fighter training. The first af
these was |[Il./EJG 2 which was formed from Geyer's
Erprobungskommands 262, It was equipped with the Me 262 and
was expanded into three Staffein, 9. 10. and 11. At the same time
the Erganzungsstarfel of JG 400, which had moved to Udetfeld on
15 October, was redesignated 13./EJG 2 and two further Staffein
{14, and 15.71G 400) established at Sprottau. Now known as
IV./EIG 2, the Gruppe was equipped with Me 163s,

The first loss suffered by these units came on 16 November
when it Werner Glomb, Kapitan of 11./EJG 2 was killed when
his Me 262 A-Za crashed near Unterschlauersbach. On the same
date Allied intelligence reported that the Gruppe had a strength of
18 aircraft and 12 crews with 62 pupils. Limited combat missions
wera flown by lIL/EIG 2, On 26 November three pilots from the
unit, Mafor Rudi Sinner, Lt Fritz R, Mlller and Ofw. Hermann Blchner, took off to intercept Allied
reconnaissance aircraft over Bavaria, Both Sinner and Buchner shot down an American F5 Lightning,
while Mlller badly damaged a Mosguito from the South African Air Force. On the debit side, Lt, Schreiber,
who had claimed Erprobungskommande 262's first victory was killed in an accident at Lechfeld,

Meanwhile, on 12 November, 16 400 had been expanded with the addition of a Il. Gruppe. The
5. and 6. Staffeln were established by the renaming of 3. and 4.,/JG 400, while a Il. Gruppe Stab and
7./1G 400 were newly formed, The Gruppe was then transferred to Stargard with a new 3. and later
4./1G 400 established at Brandis to bring the 1. Gruppe back to full strength.

1 The prefis "8 denates RLM aircraft designations
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ABOVE: Four Me 13 Bs of 1 /G 400 photographed at
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BICGHT: The Me 163 BYSA (WINe 163 100 62) "White 9 was
Aowvn by Uik, Kurt Schicheler of 1A0G 400 during the evemng
of 4 August 1946949, Below the Hikenkeeue on the il can be seen
the legend V35 X painted in black. The sipnificance of the
letter ‘X is unknown

Messerschmitt Me 163 B V53 (W.Nr. 163 100 62) of 1./JG 400 at Brandis, August 1944
This aircraft, flown by Uffz. Kurt Schiebeler, was unusual in having the fuselage sides and vertical tail surfaces
mottled in grey rather than the more usual dark greens.
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Messerschmitt Me 163 B-1a (W.Nr. unknown) of 1./JG 400 at Brandis, February 1945
Unlike the previous colour illustrations of the Me 163 included in this volume, this aircraft has plain greenish brown
(RLM 81) and medium green (RLM 82) uppersurfaces with no mottling. The undersides are in pale blue {RLM 76).

FEFT Thes Me 163 B % hite 107 was
Floswm by L Hans-Luglwig Lischer of
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trsining to the Komet with 14 ENG 2
helore transferring to ]G 400
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LECAE Goronind crews
manhamdle @ Klemm
budlt Me 163 B ol

TG My om b thae grass
X strip prior otk

o, Shortly after tha

dhaovie rhotograph wis
taken, the Me 163

explided.

HELLIW IHe
SChwearee 18 (the
Black 13}, the badge: of
15 /EMG L seen on

RIGHT This
photograph, of the
sume Me 163 as the
ome ahose, shioows the
devastition cansed crashed Me 163 at the
when its nwket enging cid of the war This
exploded wirh a full wweits ks nsed as 2
({1 WEVATU R TT ETERT RN
Litthe memained of the

prilost o hiss aircrah thee unit

SUPETS TS ¢ ralalina

b several members of

RO he rowcket engine of an Me 163 B Yellow 117 O0Ne 1901540 of 7./
Hkb, s tested an Mordhede aiclicld. This Stflel was formed on B2 Moveanber 15494
under Le. Reinhard Opitz who remeined Kagitin wntil the end of the war




Jet Fighters and Rocket Interceptors @ 321

TGHT ANT BELCW
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hotographs showing
be 202 A-la,
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1SN 110920 of
MLENG 2t Lechfeld
Ve in-flight view
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1 March Lo Kurt Bell
it dowen a P<38 with
fis machine, The
imouflage and
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5 WIS VETY
that of
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mmitdon 262

ABOVE AND LEFT
Although often mistaken
for the same aireradt this
Me 262 "White 140

WM 170041 was a
different aircraft as can be
seen by the style of
numbsers painted on the

nase, The phat ph

taken on the ground
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trainee pilot through tha
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mechanic in I the
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ndle of th ol driven
Riedel motor which in

B T ————— e weas wsed o start the
mirhine hiades of the
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RIGHT: This

Me 262 A-1a was buill
in December 1944 at
Leiphcim snd test
o il ‘vlupunlrlgrll
shortly afterwards. For
A short tme in January
1945 it was firted with
pvions for bombs
deopping trisls, b
1||!,'.wi' wene remaovicid
shortly afverwands and
the aircraft were sent
o ITLSEIG 2.1 may
have later been
translerred o LG 7 a1
Ealtenkirchen.

S e
e Py

Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1a (W.Nr. 110813) of lll./EJG 2 at Lechfeld, January 1945
This machine had dark green (possibly RLM 71) and medium grey (RLM 75) uppersurfaces with
fuselage mottling in the same colours. After arriving at Lechfeld the code ‘Green 3' was applied
and a green letter 'S’ painted on the tail indicating a Schulemaschine or training aircraft.

LEFT: "Green 3 OWINe 110813 of
Erprobungskommando 262 @axies past
four other Me 2025 The aircraft of
Kommanade MNeocotmy would have
carried very similar markings with white
numbsers om the foreard fsclages and
yellow rear fuselige bands
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LEFT A hive of activity
15 grround crews
prepan: an

Mo 262 A-la, White 15

far comban, To the nghit

of the picture, an
armaurer is checking
the e A mym

ME 108 cannon

BELE & limse up af il
least seven Me 2625
prabably o
Erprobungskommund
262 _The aircraft in the
foreground carrics a
white leter 'S (o
schinle or prline y on
the rear feselage
imcHcanimge thiat it hadl
probably sufferod somg
il 1Y Al WEkS 1o

be flowm in combal

LEFT: "White 1&' an
M 262 of 10./BJG 2
anding ar Lechificld. The
wrrcmdt of this v
continued o carry
sirmilar markingss as
thase introduced by
Erprobungskommando
202 and Kowmmando
Nowotmy
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Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1a (W.Nr. unknown) of Kommando Nowotny at Achmer, October 1944

Possibly operated by Kommando Mowotny, this Me 262 has its uppersurfaces painted in two dark greens with an
vnusual ‘spotted’ mottling on the vertical tail surfaces. Both thig unit and Erprobungskommande 262's aircraft carried

a narrow yellow band around the rear fuselage.

RIGHT ANIY BELOW,
Twea |:l||i|1l:lF_l‘.'li'lh:1 o
“White 4. an

Me 262 A-Ta of
Kommandiy Nowstny
The forward section of
the port engine
covvling of this aircrf
has bheen changed and
is 5till in dts matoral
metal finish
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AROVE: Ground crews ire “White 47 for an o
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omm ME 108 gun pe !, on the underside of the fusclige, the shell epection chutes for these weapons. Marny

oed with the |
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BELOW: - Shoetly
after production of
the Hee 162
commenged a
Hasimkel's paren
factorics., sub-

SO LraCng of the
fighter began o
Jurtkers' Besnibwirg
plant. This
photogrph shows
the: fest Junkers
bdilt ircraft (W N
AT 3 fosllirwing
it= indrial gl on
25 Tarmmry 945 Al
Junkers built
urcraft had serial

rumibsers i the

AWM sepics

The Volksjdiger

“Froaw the begenndag Tlwd strongly opposed fbwe Vodisgager frogect, In confrast o fhe creators
o this fefea, sy olfections were based on fachial reasons such as insafficient perforntance,
reentge, armament, poor visibifity, and dubiowns aiv worthiness, Fartbermore, § was coneinced
thal s adveraft comld nat be brogght oo worthwbile operation befare the end of the wear
The rerrific expenatture of Iabogr cond mvefertal rweas bopnd to be at the exprense of the Me 262
Tev sy wwined, all vesoperces et fo baee been concentvated on s weli-tested fofer (n order
i ke thve Dest of the possibilities respafning o us, §F we scattered onr sirength once mone in

fhe fast pibase of the e et all ater efforts wonld Oe (n vafn”

Adoll Galland, General der Jagdflicger

he complexity of the Me 262, which required a fairy high level of skilled
T labour for its manuGcture, meant  thar production of the aircraft was
relatively show, Iy 10 Augwst 1944, for cxample, only 122 had been completed. By
this time, Allied air superiority, the reduced trining periodd for Lafeeafie fghter
pilots, and the poor reliability of the turbojet engines then available, meant that a
long service life was not expected for jet sircraft. It was calculated that an Me 262
would be a total loss after five to ten combat missions. In addition, the Me 262
requited two turbojet cngines, and comrespondingly more fuel, the supply of
which was growing extremely scarce due (o Germany's rapidly deteriorating
miliciry position.

I, the concept of a single-engined turbojer-propelled fighter of about half
the size amnd weight of the Me 202, but with a similae performunce, became
increasingly attmictive,

On 10 Seprember, Ofstlt Sicgfricd Knemeyer of the RLM placed a
specification for a Falksideer (Poople’s Fighterd a cheaply produced, ghoweight
fighter powered by a single BMW 003 A turbojet. The reguirement called for a
nuaximum speed of 730 km/h (470 mph) at sea level, a akeoff distance of not
more than 500 metres {1,600 (), the ability o operate from poor airfields, and an
endurance of at least 30 minutes at sea level at D0 per cent thrust. The proposed
fighter was to have an armament of twio 30 mm MK 108 o two 20 mm MG 151,20
cannon, As far as practical, wood and steel were to be employed in the fighter's
construction. Pechaps the most demanding stipulaton was that the competing
proposals should be ready for examination by the Fighter Aircraft Development
Group of the RLM within five dayvs!

As carly as July 1944, Heinkel bad inditgated o scrics of stmdics, under the
desigmation P 1073, for a high-performionce jet fighrer with swept wings powercd
by twin turbojets. In August, Helnkel were advised by the RLM that a single-
engined configuration was essential on account of the saving in production effon
anel a probable shortage of power plants, As the entire Jume 004 production
output was reserved for the Me 262 and Ar 234 B, the enly other turbojet readily
available for installation in any new fighter was the BMW 003,

Following Knemevers request, Heinkel produced a derivanive of the B 107
powened by a single dorsallyv-mounted BMW 003, This proposal, the P HOT3-15, was a
scaled-down version of the earfier project o accommadate the smaller and less
powerful BMW turbojer, combined with an unswept wing and twin fins and rodders.

Although a Blohm  und
|'I|'I,I|1Hh"|| wWis

Vinss
initially
Knemever formally announced  the

preferred,

ABCGVE: Prior to the Sccond Workd War,
Siepiricd Knemeyer wis o gilted civilian test
o and instroctor wh was greatly respected
fiar his work on mstrement fying. In 19309 he
joined the Lufrevafle as a Fliegers Culrerftsnan)
anil served I.:||‘|'I.I'I¥, the Palish -l,'_1r|'|]1;|i;,:n EEY
personal palot o Generaloberst von Branchitsch
e Crim-C ol the German Ay, In January 1540
he prned Theodor Rowehl's clandestine
recanmissance unit, the AnfkErungsgropps

O d L., amd Flew a variety of advancecd, Bigh
altitude aircrft, In April 1943 he was apposned
Technical Officer v General Dicerich Peliz
glamal

when he was acti

as Angrilsfiliver B

and becimee clectromics advisor on Gidng's
personal stafl in July. This give him the
apportunity to persuade the Beichsmarschal wo
give increased priorioy o the Me 262 In
November 1943 he was promoted o
CHerstlentrsnt, bevoming Chel GLACE (Chiel of
Developmenty under the
Genendiuftzcugmeister, Erhand Milch. With the
break up of his department in Auguest 1944, he
became the Chet TLRAFLE | of Adrcrad
Development with the Chiel of Technical Air

Armament ) and was higely respansible for the
devebapment of the He 162 Volksjiger.

Heinkel project as the winner of the Vedksjdger competition on
30 Seprember. For reasons of prestige, Heinkel had regquested the
He 5000, but in Owtober the REM allocated the
detunce type number 8162 to the aircraft.

designation

Despite considerable crincism from leading  personalitics
within the Germmn airceaft imdustry and  the  Lffovage, the
Volksfdger programme was rushed through. Goring  himsell
with e ddea, commenting: " Hondreds’
Tionsands! Umpween thousands! Uniil the enemy s beow
chuiseal beick Deyond thwe borders of Germany.”

At the end of Seplember 1944, the provisional He 162
mock-up was cleared by the REM and the Armaments Ministry

became infecoed




ABMWVE: The He 6.2V made its first Might on & December 1990 piloted by
Flugkapisin Gamhold Peter This flight was successful, but o second Nown four
ks lmter belore high-ranking afficals, ended in disaster when the port wing
disintegrated and the aircraft crshed, killing the pilok The event was capiured
o il

HELOW: This rear
vicw of an He 162
gives an excellem
Impression of the
rather wnusual
design of the
arcrft. The simgle
AN Kz 1 TG0 sy
erpst BMW (413
turbojetr was
minted above the
fuselige exhausting
between the twin
fins and rudders,
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then gave orders for the mass production of the aircraft (o commence withour waiting for the result of
fight trials, Preparations for the start of serics munufacture began on 1 October with prototype drawings
bring issucd o the experimental workshops at Vienna-Heidfeld on 15 Ocwober On 5 November the
procuction deawings, which amounted o approximately 1,000, were completed, and serics production of
He 162 components commenced. The prodotype He 162 V1 was completed on 1 December and flew five
days later, s mere 73 days after the authorization of the Volesideer programme. This feat was only exceeded
by the Miles M.20, 2 much simpler fghter, which was flown 65 davs alter it was ordered,

The He 162 V1 was flown by Flugkafeitdn Gouthold Peter, Heinkel's Chief Test Pilor, who reported
that the engine ran ‘beautifully’, but that there was a tendency for the aircraft to urn  por. Four days
later, on 10 Decembeer, the prototype was demonsteated before a larpge gathering of RIM officials. In onder
o impress the important personages assembled below, Peter anempied an unscheduled low-level, high-
spocd run over the airfield At an estimated speed of 735 km/h Go0 mph) the leading edge of the starboard
wing ripped away, causing the aircraft wogo into a roll, which broke away the aileron and wing tpAr this
altivode, Peter was unable 1o bale oot and the aircrfl was destroved,

subsequent investgarion of the acciden revealed that it had been caused by instability around the
aircraft’s latenal axis combined with defective glue bonding of the wooden components, Despite this
problem it was decided w let prepamations for mass prxluction procecd as planned. Political

AHGVE:
Phoiographed in
Apail 1945 shortly
aller its capdure by
American troope
this converted salt
ming Focated g
Eger, mear Salebaang,
wis usedd for He
162 production At
lest 40 fusclages
can be seen in
vilriois stapes of
completion,
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considerations, combined with the consequences
of cancellation, dictated that nothing should be
allewed o delay the Valksfdger programme on
which so much had been staked

On 22 December the second prototype macde
its first flight and this tme it proceeded withou
mishap. Eight further prototypes and a batch of 20

pre-production aircraft followed  in rapid
succession, many incorporating @ host of
modifications o rectify the He 1625 inherent
defects. Despite these changes, the aircraft stll
proved to be an unpredicrable, and sometimes
dangerous, aircraft o flv. During the first three

months of 1945 a further six prototypes and four

pilots were lost during the course of development
IBOVE: Because By the end of the war, abowt 150 Vodksidger had been delivered, with around 100 more awaiting flight

of the somewhat testing and delivery and a further 800 in varying stages of completion. In spite of all the frntic efor

ky handl - - i
OCEy Mg during the last months of the war, only one fagadgescinvader - JG 1 - commenced conversion to the

chameicrisics af : : ; A
He 162, and this unit’s re-cguipment was never fully completed

the He 162, this
sizhit wias mod
LEMC O T
This aircrafi
(N D200
made a wheelsup “-
Lancling folloswing a F 4 3 —

trinkng Might and
hrake iis Fuck

AHOVE: At the end of the war, the
He 162 M20 (W MNe 200005 was
discovered by Ametican troops il
Minchen-Riem. The legend M2
painted on the nose in black indicaned
thiat this was the twenticth prototvpe
M {Muster, or model) numbsers were
usedl to identity He 162 prototy pes
rather than the better known W
Ver=uchs, ar |‘£|‘.l|.'|'i|'|t|.'|1|'.||‘.l numbers
This atrcraft was built ar Heinkel's
Hinterbrihl plant near Vienna

LEFT: The He 162 M23 (W Nr,
AEOGY carred the call h.i;'_n VI+IP
painted in hlack over the aircraft's
averall primeer findsh. This aireraft was
ficted wiith redesigned wingroot fillets
in an amempt to improve the

He 162 lowspeed flight
characieristics,
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Combat Operations
December 1944-February 1945

“The first problem of conversion to the Me 262 was that of greater speed. The Me 262 cruised
two to three times faster than the Ju 88 or He 111. Also we only had single-seat Me 262s
avallable, no two-seaters, Pilots used to slower aircraft found that the Me 262 could run away
with them and it was easy to get lost. Also the type had a much higher take-off speed than
anything the bomber pilots had previously experienced. If they tried to iift the nose too early,
before it had reached flying speed, it was easy to stall the aircraft on the runway.”

Major Hans-Georg Batcher Geschwader Kommodore of KG{J) 54, February 1945

Aﬁer suffering disastrous losses in an attempted rengwal
af the bambing offensive on the British Isles in the early
months of 1944, the remaining pilots of General Dietrich
Peltz’s IX. Flegerkorps were withdrawn from operations. Peltz
then suggested that these men be retrained on the Me 262,
His reasonng was that their navigational skills would render
them invaluable in such a role. Goring immediately enthused
over the idea despite the objections of many fighter leaders,
especially Adolf Galland,

The first of Peltz's units to transfer to fighter operations
was WG B4, the Totenkopf [Death's Head) Geschwader. From
late August 1944 its remaining operational Gruppen, 1. and
Il./KG 54, were withdrawn to Giebelstadt and Meucburg-am-

HELCNE

AJu BB A4 of

K3 54 takes off
from @ Russian
airficld with the aid
off rockel ssistanoe
during 1942, The
awrcralt has the
umit's ' Terenkopf
(Death's Head)
'.'ml#- |_‘.A.I.||Il;|;'|.|
Below the cockpil
in yellow. This
msignia was

Donau respestively to begin retraining on the jet fighter.

On 1 October the Geschwader was given the new designation
KG(J) 24, Owing to the slow production of the jet fighter, only one
Me 262 was initially available to the Gruppe, the pilots being
forced to make use of six Fw 190s o help conversion training.
Conversion was further hindered by a bombing attack on
Giebelstadt on 3 October, and on the 14th the first aircraft loss
was suffered when Ofii. Kurt Schwarz was killed flying a Fw 190
A-8. By 20 October. KGI(1) 54 had receved ten more Fw 190 F-8s
for training. On the same day the training Gruppe, IV.(Erg) /KG 54,
was redesignated IL /MG 54 but it was not urtil 8 December
that it began instruction at Lechfeld on the Me 262. On the same

ABOVE. Dicirich Pelte was born on 9 June 1914 a1 Gera in
Thirringen and gualified as an engineer before poining the
Daimler-Beny aem engine company in Sudlgan in 1933,

He began tririning with the Luftwalfe in 1925 and flying training
the following year, On 20 ApsEl 19306 he was transferned o
L#S0G 162, and at the beginning of the war he was a
Seaffelkapitin within 1/581 G 76 He transferred to KG 77 during
the Bartle of Britain and commanded the 1. Gruppe from March
1941 In August 1942 he established L/KG 60 and then in served
in stall positions betose being appointed Angriffsiibrer England
(Antack Leader England} with the rank of Generalmajor in
October 1943 On 26 January 1945 he took over TX. Fliegerkorps
(Fy and was largely responsible fior the conversion of several
bBowmber umits o fighter duties

retained by the

day, Hptm. Helmut Kornagel of 7. /KG(J) 54 reported making an attack on heavy bombers near Ingolstadt,

anit after re-
rquipplng with the but he was driven off by the fighter escort. Next day Obit. Benno Weiss of 2. /KGI)) 54 was killed when his
M 262 Me 262 crashed at Fahrenbach,/Baden following a high-altitude training flight.

Galland appaointed Oberst Johannes Steinhoff
Kommodore of )G T on 1 Decemnber. lll. Gruppe had now
hegun a period of intensive pilot training at Lechfeld. Iis
missions included intercepting American bombers and
Allied reconnaissance aircreft over Bavana. One such
sortie took place on the 2nd when a Me 262 flown by
Li. Weber shot up an F5 surveillance aircraft north of
Minchen before he was driven off by an escorting P-51.
Weber claimed the F5 as his fifth jet victory, MNext day
Ofie. August Libking of the same Gruppe claimed the
gestruction of a B-17, but on 6 December Uffz. Friedrich
Ranner of 10./JG T was killed when his aircraft crashed
during a transfer flight near Osnabrick, possibly shot down
by Allied fighters, From this day bad weather closed in,
preventing further training by N1LAG 7 until 20 December.




R

I

W{%: Jet Fighters and Rocket Interceptors

BELOW: Ui
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(W 1300 Hg,
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down by PS51s
near Ligow.

The next clash between .G 7 and Allied aircraft came on 23 December when P-51s from the
353rd Fighter Group escorting two F-5s were bounced by Me 262s near Magdeburg. One F-5 was
immediately shot down by Ofiw. Erich Blttner. The jets and the P-51s then engaged in a méiée down to
low-level. Battner and Fw. Bockel each claimed a Mustang destroyed, but neither victory can be
confirmed. Tempests of 486 Sguadron RAF shot down the Me 262 piloted by Fv. Wilhelm Wilkenloh of
1./0G 7, south of Augshurg,

Bad weather continued to hamper operations by Luftwalfe and Allied air forces alike, but this did
not prevent the formation of & Geschwader Stab/JG 400 on 27 December. This was placed under the
leadership of Major Wolfgang Spate whe had the task of co-ordinating operations by the two rocket
fighter groups. Command of |./JG 400 passed to Hptm. Wilhelm Fulda. By the end of December this
Gruppe reported 45 serviceable Me 1683s, but virtually no contact was made with the Allies during the
following month.

On 29 December Fw. Erwin Eichhorn, a veteran jet pilot now serving with I /A1G 7, was killed in a
landing accident at Lechfeld. Ofw. Blttner from the same unit shot down a Mosguito, possibly from
544 Sguadron RAF. | /KGI)) 54 was also beginning to get involved in the action, four of its Me 262s
attacking a US Eighth Air Force bomber formation in the Koblenz area on the 29th and intercepting
another near Kassel next day. On the last day of the vear lIL/JG 7 moved to |ts operational bases,
9./1G T to Parchim, 10./JG 7 to Oranienburg and the Gruppe Stab and 11. /)G 7 to Brandenburg-Briest.

The Me 262 fighter units were not involved in Operation ‘Bodenplatte’, the major Luftwalfe attack on
Allied airfields on New Year's Day, but 1945 began badly for lIl./JG 7. Lt. Heinrich Lénnecker of 9./JG T
was shot down by a P-51 and two more of the unit’s Me 2625 were damaged in training accidents.

About this time a special Me 262 unit was formed with the idea of dropping bombs on enemy
bombers. Designated Kommando Stamp. it was led by Major Gerhard Stamp who had previously
commanded ./JG 300. It had five other pilots: Obit. Georg Seip, Lt. Herbert Schilter, Ofw. Hans Gross,
Ofw. Eberhard Gzik and Fw. Sturm. Schilter explains: “Six Me 262 were assigned to the Kommando.
Our mission was lo Iry out 2 new weapons system in frontline service. An attempt was to be made with
newly-developed bombs and a special sight to scatter the tight formations of US bombers by means of
explosions, This, it was hoped, would then make it easier to attack them by conventional means.” The
unit was based at Rechlin-Larz but no operational sorties were ever flown.

On 5 January USAAF Generals Carl Spaatz and Jimmy Doolittle warned that they would have to
attack jet fighter production very soon if they were to prevent the appearance of: '...jets of such
superior performance and such numbers as to challenge our aerial supremacy not only over Germany
but ail of Western Europe.” They estimated that 10.000 tons of bombs could set
Me 262 production back by three months.

Although L AJG 7 had been formed in November 1944 it was not until eary March
1945 that it was able to operate in strength. January and February were marked by
trial interceptions flown in small numbears, Typical of these was the interception of 650
US Eighth Air Force bombers by a small number of Me 262s on 14 January. One of
the jets was flown by Uffz. Helmut Detjens of 10./1G 7 who reported:

‘At 12.32 hours | had taken off in ‘Red 13°, with a Rotte of Maple ° aircraft
from Parchim to attack an Angle-American fighter formation. Whilst climbing, at a
height of about 6,000 metres (12,000 ft) | suddenly noticed that the temperature
in my right engine had risen considerably. | then saw that my aircraft had lost a lot
of fuel between the fuselage and the right engine near the landing flap. | switched
off the fuel and then the right engine. After a few minutes | tried to restarl it, but
it produced dense smoke. | heard in my headphones that enemy aircraft were
making a lowlevel attack on Parchim airfield. I called up the operations room of
JG 7 and asked if | could land at Brandenburg-Briest. However | was ordered to
land at Neuruppin. In this area | found more enemy formations; about 1,000
metres above and in front of me | saw three Mustangs on the left and four on the
right coming towards me, | dived under them at an angle of 15 degrees in order to avaid their attack.
Nevertheless | received hits in the left wing, engine, fuselage and cockpil, during which | was wounded
by & glancing shot and a splinter. | pulled my machine over to the right and baled out. The aireraft
crashed in flames near Logow, not far from Neuruppin.'

(21 ‘Maple’ and ‘Silber’ were code names for the Me 262,



Just afterwards, a second Me 262, piloted by Fw. Heinz Wurm of 9./1G 7, was chased down to
ground level and also shot down. Mext day, |./JG 7 suffered its first loss of the year when an Me 262
piloted by Uffz. Hans Werner suffered an engine fire near Kaltenkirchen. He died in the crash. On
17 January Hptm. Eder claimed a B-17 shot down near Paderborn,

On 19 January, Goring called a meeting of all fighter Kommodoren in Berlin, entreating them to
speak freely about certain grievances they held. Their spokesman was the respected fighter ace,
Obstit. Ganther Litzow. He complained of the influence former bomber commanders such as Peltz and
Herrmann seemed to have, the misuse of the Me 262, Goring's own slurs on the fighter pilots and the
increasing humiliation and marginalisation of Galland. Goring listened with increasing fury, believing
that Galland had instigated this socalled ‘mutiny’. Finally he shouted that this was a “mutiny without
parallel in history” and threatened to have them all court martialled. Two days later he
announced that Galland would be placed under house arrest and Litzow banished to Italy
where he would take up the relatively insignificant post of Jafli Oberitalien. Another of the
‘mutineers’, Oberst Steinhoff, was also dismissed as Kommodore of JG 7 and replaced by
Hptm. Theodore Weissenberger. Command of 1./JG 7 then passed to Major Erich Rudorffer,
an experienced ace with 212 kills to his credit, while Major Rudi Sinner took over the
. Gruppe from Hohagen.

Lt. Richard Frodl, who was appointed Technical Officer of /)G ¥ on 3 January,
remembered: “ reported to Steinhoff, but shortly afterwards his place was taken by
Hptm. Weissenberger, Rudorffer being my direct superior. At this time we were based at
Brandenburg-Briest, but we soon moved to Kaltenkirchen in Schieswig-Holstein where | took
over as Geschwader TO. The Staffelkapitan at this time were Oblt. Hans Grinberg,
{1./JG 7) Oblt. Fritz Stehle (2./JG T) and Qblt. Hans-Peter Waldmann (3./1G 71",

If Fritz Wendel of Messerschmitt's Technische Aussendienst had been critical of
Mowotny's handling of jet fighter operations, he had the opposite opinion of the new leaders
of JG 71 "Hptm. Weissenberger ', in collaboration with the Kommandeur of the IIl. Gruppe,
Maijor Sinner. made excellent preparations for operational deployment. Ground control was
perfected, "Safe fiying” training was initiated: i.e. the pilots were trained in the use of radio
aids for navigational purposes using the aircraft’s radio equipment. Finally, formation fiving
in Gruppe strength was practised, "

For his part, Rudi Sinner held a high opinion of the Me 262, *I was pleased and proud (o
be responsible for the testing and operational combat of a new, greatly promising and interesting
weapon. With the advantages of increased speed and firepower it was now possible to catch

ABOVE: Oblr. Hans-Peter

Davckel Waldmann was born on

24 Seprember 1922 in
Braunschweig. He flew his first
mission on 31 August 1942 over
Russia with O,/1G 52 and afier

gerial targets - especially photoreconnaissance aircraft — which, due to their superior
performance compared to our pistonengined fighters, cowld previously not have been taken on.”

Wendel was not so complimentary about the training of |./KG(J) 54, however, reporting
on an attempted formation take-off on 23 January:

‘Sixteen aircraft were scheduled to take off at 10.00 hours but four could not taxi as
the Riedel starter failed on the first, the tailplane trim could not be adjusted on the second,
taiiplane adjustment was not functional on the third, having worked loose due to engine
vibration, and a leak was discovered in a compressed air line in the fourth. As the remaining
tweive fighters began their taxying run two more aircraft had to abort, The first aircraft had
been loaded with full fuel tanks but no ammunition and the second had & pressure gauge
which was not reading correctly. Of the ten aircraft that actually took off, six suffered some
kind of problem so that only four returned in a combat ready condition,’

serving with a fighter training
school, transferred to 8,76 3 in
My 1944, He became Kapitin
of 3.6 7 on 21 November
104, bt was Killed on 18
March 1945 when his aircrlt
collided with that of his
wingman., He had flown a total
of 527 missions, cliimed 134
victories (two with the Me 2623
and had been awarded the
Ritterkrews with Oak Leaves, thie
latter while serving with JG 7

Despite these problems, plans were being made for the future of the Me 262, but even these fell

victim to the dispute between the bomber and fighter factions within the Luftwaffe. The former
demanded the conversion of most of IX. Fiegerkorps” bomber units, KG{J) &, KGiJ) 54 and KG(J) 55,
to the Me 262. JG 400 would remain and eventually be re-equipped with the Me 263 (or Ju 248 as it
was known after the design was handed over to Junkers], while new units would be created to operate
the He 162 and Ta 152. The fighter faction, on the other hand, asked for the immediate conversion of
G 300 and JG 301 to the Me 262, It was agreed that by June 1945, ten Me 262 fighter Gruppen would
be operational: 1., Il. and L. AJ3G 7, W /ARG 6, 1., Il and Il /KG()) 54 and either 1, I, and 11l /KGi]) 55
ar ., Il. and I, /JG 300,

(3) Weissenberger was promoted to Major on 10 February 1945,
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BELOW: Ohbsile
Volprecht Hicdesel
Fretherr
Eisesibach (lefi
Kosmmodore of
K1) 54 and Mijor
Ortfried Sehr
(righty,
Rommandear of
LARGETD 54, discuss
a forthcoming
rission At
Grichelkstadn in
Decembser 1944
Fiedese] was Killed
on 9 February 1945
when his

Me 262, B3+AA
(W SO004.2),
was shot down by
American fighters.
Schrt was injured
in the leg 16 days
later in combat
with B-17s while
flyang B3+AR
(WNE 110799

I./KG() & under Hptm. Hans Baasner had received its
first twa Me 262s in January 1945, with a further six arriving
towards the end of February. Priority was given to re-equipping
the 7. Staffe! under Gbit. Henning Gulde based at Prag-Rusin,
but it was not until the beginning of March that the first
pperational sorties were flown,

By now, production of the He 152 was well under way,
Imitially it was proposed. on 9 Jlanuary, to establish
Erprobungskommande 162 to introduce the aircraft to
pperational service, The plan for the establishment of this unit
was discarded on 21 lanuary and replaced by & scheme to form
a complete new Jagdgeschwader 1o be known as JG 200, but
this des gnation was almest immediately changed to IG 80. Part
of this unit, the Stabsstarfe!, was actually formed at Goslar, but
shortly afterwards it was decidad that the first He 1625 would instead be delivered to IG 1! In anticipation
of this, on & February, |./JG 1 handed over its Fw 190s to the Il. Gruppe, and transferred to Parchim.

Meanwhile, while Lufiwaffe leaders continued to argue, even Il /)G T was still not fully operational.
It nevertheless managed to lose five pilots and had 13 aircraft written off plus a further ten damaged by
the end of January. On 2 February, the Chief of Operations Staff {Chef Fihrungsstab) finally gave official
permission for it to operate unhinderad against enemy reconnaissance aircraft and fighters., The
Flhrungsstab also reported that the Gruppe had 17 serviceable Me 2625 with a further ten on their way.

MNext day the U3 Eighth Air Force attacked a synthetic oil plant and transportation targets at
Magdeburg. W./IG 7 took off to intercept, Lt Rudolf Rademacher claiming two B-17s while
Obit. Wegmann and Lt. Weber and Lt Karl Schnorrer claimed cne each. Hptm. Eder of 8./JG 7 may have
shat down two P47 and Uffz. Schappler claimed a P-51. The Americans lost a total of 23 B-17s and
seven P-51s, the only claim against a jet being made by a Mustang of the 384th Fighter Group which
damaged an Me 262 south of Gardelegen.

On 9 February KGLI) 54 flew its first major operation when 18 Me 2625 led by the Kemmedore took
off from Giebelstadt at 11.30 hours 10 intercept a group of US bombers near Fulda, The American crews
reported that the inexperienced jet pllots seemed reluctant to attack, but eventually the flight leader
engaged and shot down a B-17 in flames. At that moment three P-51 Fighter Groups waded in to attack,
claiming six Me 262s destroyed, These included those flown by the Hommodore, Obstit. Riedesel zu
Eisenbach, the Gruppe Adjutant, Oblt. Waher Draht, the Gruppe TO, Oblt. Gunther Kahler, the
Kommandeur of 1. /KG) 54 and Major Ottfried Sehrt. The first three pilots were killed, but Sehrt received
a bullet through his shin. baled out and returned to the unit a week |ater.

Mear Berlin, Me 262s from Il./JG T attacked a formation of B-17s, Lt. Rademacher claiming two
and Hptm. Eder and Obit. Wegmann one each. Lt Schnérrer claimed a P-51,

Mext day the Lufiwaffe High Command ordered the new General der Jagdfieger,
Oherst Gordon Gallob to farm 1L/)G 7 from V. /)G 54 and equip it with the Me 282,
While 13., 14. and 15./1G 54 were to become 5., 6. and 7./JG 7. 16./)G 54 was to
e placed at the disposal of Galland (who had been released from house arrest) for the
establishment of his own Me 262 fighter Staffel to be known as JV 44, Also an the
10th, 1./)G 400 lost its first pilot for some weeks when Fu. Gerhard Mohr was killed,

On 12 February Il /1G T finally became fully operational with 50 aircraft, Two days
later six Me 262s from 11, /)G 7 and two fram L /)G 7 intercepted a fermation of B-17s
between Libeck and Neumudnster. Lt Rademacher, Uffz. Schdppler and Uffz. Ganther
Engler each claimed one destroyed, but an Me 262 was reported shot down. Three
Me 262s from | /KG()) 54 attacked a US bomber escort at 15.15 hours east of
Stassburg, claiming one P-51 badly damaged. Also on this day, Obstit. Heinz Bar took
aver command of the Me 262 fighter training unit 11, /EJG 2 from Hptm. Horst Gever,
and the original Me 163 unit, Erprobungskommando 16, was disbanded,

KGIJ) 54 attempted to intercept US bombers attacking cil tergets on 15 February.
Two Me 2625, plloted by Uffz. Hermann Litzinger and Uffz. Murt Lange wera destroved
and another damaged in an emergency landing. |./JG 7 also lost a pilot killed when
Lffz. Hans Werner's aircraft caught fire south of Kaltenkirchen shortly after take-off,
I./KG{]) 54 were again active on 17 February, one Me 262 piloted by Qb Fritz Theeg

ABOWVE: Four
members ol
1B/ 7
P]’_IJII)}_‘_I'JE’J'N,‘d
E|-|.|1'|I1K i pause i
operations. From
Bett 1o raght are:
Obli Fred Ledsiner, 2
fi th-r contioller:
Ol Gumither
Wepmann, Kapitan
of 110G 7T

L. Joachim Weber,
pilor; and Fw. Hins
Leller, another
fighter controller



RIGHT, Major
Erich Haohagen
wearing @ skullcap
I cover the head
njury he received
1 Kommandeur of
LG 2 when his
fw 190 crashed, is
dwn here with
mother pilot after
1 training flght in
n Me 262 of
M./EIG 2. The
gircraft to the lefit
& "White 7" while
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of the 1. Staffel being destroyed and another damaged. Three Me 262s from 11./)G 7, led by the
Staffelkapitan, Hptm. Eder with Ofw. Helmut Zander and Ofw. Hermann Buchrer, took off from Parchim
to intercept an American formation over northerm Germany, As they closed, Eder’'s Me 262 was shot
up by gunfire from the bombers and he was badly injured. Mext day the port engine of
Major Weissenberger's Me 262 caught fire and, although he baled out, he too was hurt.

On 21 February 1945 US Eighth Air Force P-47s strafed Giebelstadt airfield, killing the
Staffelkapitin of 3./KG{J) B4, Obit. Christian Wunder. Next day 34 Me 282s from |1, /JG 7 clashed with
Allied aircraft which had launched Operation ‘Clarion’, an allout attack against German rail and
communication targets. Thirtyfour Me 262s from NIl /)G 7 took off to engage the bombers but were
not able to intercept as they were immediately involved in intensive actions with enamy fighters, L/JG T
then took off from Kaltenkirchen led by the Kapitdn of 3./JG 7, Obft. Waldmann, who claimed two
P-51s around midday near Oschersleben. The only other successes were claimed by Gef. Hermann
Motter (twio B-17s) and Ofiw. Buchner (a P-51). JG T's losses ware threa Me 2625 destroyed and two
others badly damaged in combat, Perhaps the most notable of these was that flown by the veteran jet
pllot Ofw. Baudach, who died after baling out near Schonewa d.

The Luftwarie Chief of Staff, General Karl Koller, finally gave permissicn far the formation of Galland's
jet fighter Staffel on 24 February. The unigue designation Jfagoverband (JV) 44 was allecated. The
Gruppensiab was to have an establishment of five officers, seven pilcts and seven aircraft and the
Fliegerstaffel an establishment of 15 pilots and 18 aircraft. Transferring to Brandenburg-Briest. which was
already in use by parts of lIL/JG 7, Galland now began his search for pilots,
Those recruited at this time included Steinhoff (whom he appointed head of
training), Oberst Litzow (from laly), Maior Hohagen and Major KarkHeinz 'Buli’
Schnell (both from hospital) and Steinhaff's old wingman, Lt. Gottfried Fahrmann.

In an attempt to intercept a majcr American raid on 25 February, 18 Me 2625
from /WG 34 took off from Giebelstadt. As they climbed through low cloud they
were bounced by P-51s of the US 55th Fighter Growp. With height advantage, the
Americans were able to wreak havoc amongst the inexperienced jet pilols. In a
seres of fuious actions, the Americans claimed ne fewer than seven Me 2623,

The two disastrous operations flown by L /KRG B4 an © and 25 February
led Peltz to suggest that KG()) 6 and KG(J) 27, which were then undergoing
retraining, be temporarily employed in the East, Koller agreed to this in principle,
but believed that the units should be assigned to Luftflotte 4 instead of Luftfiotte B as the fuel situation
af the farmer was more favourable. As soon as the standard of training permitted. operations would be
flawn against heavy bomber incursions from Italy. Koller believed that success would be achieved through
surprise as the Americans had not encountered fighter opposition in this area for over a year,

On the last day of February, 22 Me 262s from /)G 7 and nine from 1. /KG(J) 54 engaged four-
engined bombers In the area between Braunschwelg and Brandenburg. The former unit reparted no
successes or losses, but the latter had two aircraft damaged. In addition 1Il.AJG 7 had three aircraft
destroved and 1./KG(J] 54 ancther, all in accidents,

BELDW

O Heelrniut
Baudach was a
veteran jet Aghter
pilot, having served
successively with
Erprobings:
kommando 22,
Kommando
Mowolny and
OLAG 7, During
combat with
Musiangs near
Schimewald on 22
February 1945,
Bandach was
injured and. as he
attempted 1o bale
oLt from his
stricken Me 262,
his head hir the tail
fin which resulted
in his death @ few
days Earer.
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The first Me 262 B-1a

(W NE ITO07TS) rwo-seat trdner
was delivercd to | EGT 540
Crichetsadt on 4 Novenber 19494
Many of theese adrcraft were
converted from single-seaters by
Blxhame anad Yoss sworkshops

in Hamburg,

Messerschmitt Me 262 B-1a (W.Nr. 1T0075) of 1./KG(J) 54 at Giebelstadt, November 1944
Sadly for the many Luftwaffe pilots converting to jet aircraft, relatively few two-seat Me 262 B-1as were
available for training. The first two characters of the code ‘B3’ on this machine were about one fifth the
size of the remaining letters “SH°, The aircraft was also unusual in having a white lightning streak

painted on the forward part of the fuselage.
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rhicld between

ekl and Bor=cl on
5 April, this

Me 262 A-1a Yellow 8
VD 12385 had
coidentally been fred
pon by Geerman fak
vhech damaged the
porl cnging. The

gircraft, Yellow B

WA 1 2385} was
crapmed after the war

sl Ronhwe s

1 was finished in

Irwnish green
REM B0 amed mcdiom
green (B2 uppc
arrfaces with pale blue

LM 700 heneath

s

Jet Fighters and Rocket Interceptors @ 335

LEFT: This photograp
wiis Liken by a crow

Iset oan I ain

1
American bomiber
wmation as an Me 262

veed past his alrcrafi
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Messerschmitt Me 163 B V52 (W.Nr. 163 100 61) of 7./JG 400 at Nordholz, April 1945
This aircraft has brownish green and medium green (RLM B1 and 82) camouflage with small mottles on the nose.
rear fuselage and vertical tail surfaces. The yellow number ‘1" indicated an aircraft of 7./JG 400.

BELOW: This Me 163 BYVS2 (W Ne 163 100610 which was flown by Lt Keinhard ( WrivE, commancder of
TG BOHD, s |1|||,|||,I-?:3I|I||n;;_| at MNordholz on 140 "l.ilr'-| 1945, Twao ;I.|5.~ laver it was flown o Husum where il
wis later caprured by British troops and brought to the UK before being handed over to the Fremch Air Force
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RICGHT Ay Mee 262 A-1a of the Stabsstaflel of
G 7 with dark green uppersurfices and pile
bBlue beneath, The arresdl carried o small
green mumber 3 below the Geschiwader
cmblem

GELOW: A small member of Me 2625 were finted with
twor 21 om Wer 21 rocket mortars beneath the forward
fuselape. These sircrmfl were delivered o thie Stabsstaftel
of B 7, but the weapon proved ineffective and was soon
repiaced by the 55 mum B4M rocket. This sirceaft, Green
3 carrics a single cheveon in back on the rear fusclage
and a very unusaal camosflage patlera

Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1a (W.Nr. unknown) of Stabsstaffel/JG 7 at Rechlin, February 1945
Ancther camouflage variation employed by the Stabsstaffel of JG T can be seen on this aircraft which is armed with
two WGr 21 air-to-air mortar tubes. Dark green stripes have been sprayed over the pale blue (RLM 76) fuselage
sides, with the wing and tailplane uppersurfaces in solid dark green.
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RIGHT: A relatively
e vicw of an Me 262
showing the partly
swepl back WINEs
which were such a
featire af the aircradt

BELOW AN BELON
RicGHT: Extracted froam
i cime filmn taken on 7
April 1945, these rather
Blurred phodographs
show two Me 262 of
11/ 7 prepaning for
CPETILS The: agrorah
in the farcground has
the red number 2
'|1,|i11|( o beloms the wnit
Faaddge and a miber
unusual morkled
Cimeond |.Ij.:,'.' Jranir

is motalhle

LEFT: An Me 362
Yellow 17 of 300G 7T
capiured after the war
This aircraft, pilosted by
L1, Hans Dhorn, also
carries bloe and eexd
unit identifcaton rear
fuselspe bands, but is
unusl in havimg a

solid black Hakenkreus
swaskad painted on
the fin
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LEFT: Major Theodor Weissenberper was horn on 21 December 1914 at
Mishlheim/Miin. He joincd the Zerstirersaffel of 1G 77 in September 19941
cliiming hds first aerial victory on 23 October. He transferred o 106G 5 in
September 1942, becoming Kapitin of the 7. Staffel in June 1943 He 1ook over
G0 5 in seprember and was appomied Kommandeur of /0G5 on 26 March
a4, On 4 June be ook over 1/1G 5 based in France, this unit being renamed
IELSFG 6 om 14 Chotober 19499, By this time Weissenberger had 2000 victories ang
the Ritterkreuz with (ak Leaves. On 21 Movember e was appoloied

Rammandeur of 146G 7, becoming Kommodore of the Geschwader on 15 January
1945, Unlike Walter Nowotny, his leadership and technical expertise was greathy
praised by Messerschmitt's troubleshocoter, Fritz Wendel, Weissenbe reer wis killed
in & motor tace at the Nurburgring on 10 June 1950

RICAHT:

Major Theodor
Weissenlberger ook g -
over command of |G 7 .
from Dberst johannes
StcinhiodT on 15 Januwary
1945 This excellent
leader - whaose aircraft
is believed v be that
showm here - did muoch
L supceessfully

irtroduce the e

fghter o operational
seevice until injured on
18 February when an
cngine af his aircraft
exploded in flight,

Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1a (W.Nr. unknown) of Geschwader Stab/JG 7

at Brandenburg-Briest, January 1945

Probably flown by the Kommodore of JG 7, Major Theador Weissenberger, this Me 262 had more or less
standard camouflage for the period. It had two black horizontal bars outlined in white on either side of
the fuselage cross which often signified the aircraft flown by the Kommodore. The green number ‘4’,
positioned beneath the Geschwader badge is unusual in having a white shield.
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1ROVE: This Me 202 AL, Yelloaw 3 0W MNe 501221 was =har down a Klitze

{CerdelegenyStendaly in Germany, It fcll o the MG 51 achine-gun Ared |"|t.H.t||\|| L

Caputes of U Battery of the US 559th anti-Adrcraft Artillery Group on 21 April 1943, Its pilo
fromm LA 7owas aken prasener. The aarcraft may have been Ploswn al one tiome by LE Fricz
R G Maller of 110G 7

KICGHT, An Me

i% Chinly cadined o biack

G2 A-La of TILERs 2 §s prepancd for & traming m 1. The white number ‘G

BELOW: This Me 262 4 White 17 0% Ne 1109560 was delivesed to HTL/ER: 2 oat Lechleld

and was flown by Fwe Frane Holeinger on 16 March 1945, 10 was caprured at Lechickd on

29 april 1945, The white ketter 'S mdicades that the asirceaft was a Schulemaschine, only o

Fa= pisesd Tor brodningg
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1HOVE Ceronndl personned feoan of HLAERS 2 refuel an Me 262 B-Li twor sciut ABONVE: After retrdning on the Mo 262, a group of pilots i 2RGS0 poss
Lrin

triiners wore complered. but their introduction greathy improved pilon training, nese af the sircraft, had been carried by KGS4 since 105 formation in May 1959

e White 17, while a pilog checks the controls. Relatvely few Me 262 with one of their aircraft. The "Deaths Head” badise of the Geschwiader, seen an the

ey

This Me 262 A L ridle
a forced landing in
Switzerhmd cn 25 April
1945 v 1o Back of

fuaecl, D= ek

=5 N
B consadered tvpical
of those carried by
940G T with a white
numbser forseand of the
fueselage Balkenkreus
aned o owhite vertical b
il The Etter was
SUHT
Bl amed rexd bandls

cach ol 450 mm wideh

1 sed on the

adopted by G 7
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LEFT: The fuselype of Me 202 'B3+EK'
af 2/RGIN 54 at Giebelstadt, Mav
14945, Note the Theaths Head' emblem
af KG 54 which was retained even
after the undt had converted 1o Rghter
aperalions

Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1a (W.Nr. unknown) of 2./KG(J) 54 at Giebelstadt, April-May 1945
In another variation of the camouflage schemes carried by aircraft of KG(J) 54, this Me 262 has a more
conventional finish. The individual letter of the aircraft code ‘E' is painted bright red, the colour indicating the
second Staffel of a Gruppe.

RIMGHT:

Py Mg 202 A-las wl

T ARG 54
shorogeraphied al
Neubure-am-Thonau
airficlcd in March 1945
The arroralt tis the lefr
s i unsieal
Wellenmuster” or wave
vpe caneout iy
sprayed oaver its noroal
wlark green
uppersurfaces. Nioe
thit thee white af the
Balkenkrouz on the
wing amnd llan'l:Lu' oul
the vther machine

nive Bocn covered
with fabric to make the
aircraft less visible from
the air
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LEFT: The markings of
Erprobungs komimendi
262 were roetained by
HL/E: 2 alver dts
formation on 7
November 1'44. This
aireradt, Yellow 7
(WM 1 HOATH), s
heing examined by
AIMCrECan Lrckaps Al
Neubiberg after the
endd of the war

RGHT. This mare
photograph shows
Germany's tw Fistes
fighters together on an
uperational airficld. possibly
Beandis near Leipeig To the
ket is the Me 163 B "Whine 2
(WA A0 T84 af 1S i
This aircraft was Jost on 10
February 1945, its pikv, Fw
Gerlard Molur, being Killed.
The M 262 an the rgght
(with is individual lener
painted in vellosy an the
rear fusekige) prababily
belonged w 3 /KGO 54
which used the airfield

for 2 Briel timwe during its
transier scuth

LEFT: (dberstlentnant Heine Bar was horn on 25
March 1913 ar Somumerfehd near Leipaeig. His firs
victory was claimed on 25 Seprembser 19349 while
serving a5 an Unteratfizier with 1.0 51 o the West
O 11 May 1942 he hecame Kommandeur of

LG 77, subsceguently commanding 11,04 1
(hetween December 1943 ancd May 19440, 150G |
Cuntil May 1944 and then becoming Kemmodore of
G 3 untdl February 1945, Firally he ook over the jet
fighter training Gruppe /T 2 before replicing
Cralland as lewder of IV 44 after the Bnter’s injury, He
chinecd his 100t victery on 19 May 1942, and his
200th on 22 April 1944 and was awarded the
Ritterkreus with Oak Loaves and Swonls, OF his toetal
of 220 victories, 16 are apparently achieved while
flving the Me 262, He was killed ar Braunschweig on
28 April 1957 when the light aircraft he was flving
spun inbo the ground from o low altiode

RIGHT: Seen while o Major, Helne Bir of 10,/8)G 2
sits on the port wing of his Me 262 and calks oo s
mese

arde during the spring of 1945, His aircrafl
CWNE 1105599 has the red oumber 13 painted on
the forward fuselage. Bar had scored his 200th
victory an 22 Apeil 1944 Hying an Fa 190 A8 while
commanding 116G 1. This aircraft also carried the
codle ‘Hed 13
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LEFT: This atecraft,
White 7" of Kommiando
Mowvotny, was flown by
L. Hermann Buchacr
dhuring Chotofber and
Muovember 1Wa4
Buchner continned
aperations with

112G 7, chming th
destruction of a B-24
and o P51 on 5 March
1945, In total he is
credited with 58 acrial
victories, including 12
with the Me 202 He
wis awarded the
Ritterkrews on 200 July
1944 and was
novminated for the

Crak Leaves

BELOW: A hive of
activity as ground
crews from Komm

Nowotny prepanc theie
Me 262 for an
cperatioml sortie while
a growp of pilots o the
lefi of the photograph
iliscuss mctics hI.I|'|L|:|'|-_
Perween them and i
hand care 15 the awcess
pancd to thae port
Lurhajet of "W hite 117 0in
the fore e
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LEET: Ofw, Friedrich Gentsch, an instmactor
;lllul with T.ELA ] & 1, propeurcs for a flight m
his Me 262, B3+80C w0 Neonburg in Maech 1945
e sircradt has o diagonal yelbow stripe
painted on the Tuselpe sides

Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1a (W.Nr. unknown) of 7./KG(J) 54 at Neuburg am Donau, March 1945
This aircraft had brownish green (RLM 81) and mid-green (82) uppersurfaces with pale blue ( 76) beneath. Although
it carries the code of Il. Gruppe Stab of KG(J) 54, ‘B3+BC’, it was actually flown by a pilot of the 7. Staffel,

Ofw. Friedrich Gentsch. The last two letters of the code "BC' were painted in bright green (RLM 25),

HELOAE: Only a smudl numbser of He o2 A-1s were delivered to LG 1 at
Parchim in February 1945 This variant was fitted with two 30 mm ME 108
cannon. Shortly aterwards prodoction switched o the A-2 version swhich was
armed with two 20 mm MG 15120 weapons

LEOVE: The Ju 248 V1 was I.'-.l||'||'|]|:'[rs| in sy 1945 amd test flown as a
glider from February It was an extensively modified version of the Me 163 with
a full vision canopy and a fully retractable undercarriage The prototype failed o

My en the power of its twvin combustion chamber rocket engine before the end
if the war
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RIcGHT: Taken
from a cine film,
this phaotogriph
shows an Me 163 B
“White 14" of

116G A being
towed towands s
take-off point by its
sprecial grovmnd-
handling vehicle. In
the background
riilwwy wagons can
be seen the
crossing the
castern cdge of
Prandis airficld
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Combat Operations - March 1945

“During the subsequent take-off Waldmann and three other pilots collided and crashed.
Waldmann being killed. The aircraft then attempted to assemble above the cloud, but this
failed and they were forced to make an uncoordinated attack. The result was that only one
B-17 and one P-47 were destroyed. Because of the bad weather it was almost impossible for
the aircraft to make a safe landing. The JLO (Jager-Leit-Offizier or Fighter Control Officer)
Preusher talked the pilots down one by one. Despite his laudable efforts, many inexperienced
pilots crashed. After this operation the Gruppe was considered virtually annihilated. "

Lt. Richard Frodl of I./1G 7 who flew a combat mission on 18 March 1945

n 1 March 1945, the three Starffeln of 1I./1JG 400 (7.. 8. and 9./1G 400) were ordered to move to
O Bad Zwischenahn, Wittmundhafen and Nordholz respectively. it was intended that they would
operate from these north German bases against fourengined bombers. The |. Gruppe was to remain
at Brandis to protect the local oil refineries and continue to carry out pilot training. On this day the
US Eighth Air Force flew a senes of bombing raids on railway marshalling yards in central and southern
Germany. One of these was intercepted by Me 262z from | /KG()) 54 near Ingolstadt just before
midday. The Gruppe claimed a B-24 and a P-51. but lost two Me 2625, Both pilots were killed.

Twa days later, the Geschwader Stab and Il /G ¥ operated in strength for the first time. 29 aircraft
took off to intercept American heavy bombers attacking Magdeburg, Hannover, Hildesheim and
Braunschweig. The 9. Staffel engaged B-17s between Braunschweig and Magdeburg around
10.15 hours. Hptm. Heinz Gutmann, Lt. Karl Schndrrer and Ofiwe Helmut Lennartz each claimed one
destroyed, while Ofhr. Heinz Russel shot down a P-47 and Ofw. Hermann Buchner a B-24 and a P-51,
Gutmann's Me 262 crashed south of Waggum and he was killed. Shortly afterwards the Stab, 10. and
11./JG 7 engaged the bombers near Magdeburg, but anly Ofw. Heinz Amold succeeded in getting
through, claiming a B-17 and a P-47. Over Rathenow, Obit. Rudi Sinner shot down a B-24, bringing the
Geschwader's claims to six bombers and three escorts.

On 7 March, a pair of Me 163s from I./)G 400 attacked a Spitfire reconnaissance aircraft near
Chemnitz but without success,

Although the Me 262 fighter had now begun to appear in numbers, problems were already being
experienced with fuel shortages. On 10 March, the Chef TLR reperted that: ‘Owing to the absence of 12
production from the 1st to the 10th of March 1245, during which time consumption amounted to about
2,100 tonnes, the stock of 44,455 tonnes available on 28 February has fallen to 42,350 tohnes on
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10 March. Because of the loss of the Bohlen and
Magdeburg plants, as a result of enemy action, J2
production is not expected to be resumed for 30 days.”

Meanwhile, ten pilots from 2./JG 1 under Lt August
Hachtel had been sent to Vienna to collect the first He 162s
off Heinkel's assembly line on 27 February. It was not until
14 March, however, that the unit suffered its first loss. This
occurred during training when Uffz. Tautz was killed when the
He 162 M19 (the 19th prototype) he was flying
somersaulted on landing and burst into flames. On the same
day Lt. Joachim Weber, Lt Alfred Ambs and Uffz, Ernst
Giefing of ll.,/JG 7 each claimed a P-51 destroyed.

On 15 March, JG 7 were able only to put up a handful
of Me 282s owing to serviceability problems.
Nevertheless, four claims were made by the German
fighters: Lt. Weber two B-24s and Fhr. Ernst Pfeiffer and
Q. Walter Windisch a B-17 each. In addition, Hptm.
Wilhelm Steinmann of Il /EJG 2 claimed a B-17. Next day
Uffz. Rolf Glogner of 2./)G 400 severely damaged a

19,

e

G

ABOVE: The R4M was 812 mm (2 ft 8 ins) long, weighed nearly 4 kg
(8.8 Ibsy and had a maximum speed of 525 mysec (1,700 fi'sec), The
weapon was normally fired in four salvoes of six at intervals of 0.07
seconds from g range of G metres C1,968 ). The missiles diverged
slightly after launch to produce a circular pattern with a diomener
roughly equal to that of a four-engined bomber The 005 kg (1.1 1h)
wirhecad was impact-fused, which was sufficient o give an excellent

Masquito which managed to crash land in France.

chiance of bringing down a bomber. Initial trials with the missile began

Between 18 and 20 March, JG 7 flew a total of eleven in late October 1944 at the Strelna firing range near Briinn and in carly
missions. During the first of these a total of 37 Me 2625 February the [rst rockets were delivered to Jagdgruppse 10 for (esting

from the lll. Gruppe took off from Parchim to intercept

1,329 US bombers escorted by 632 fighters 1argeting railway stations and
tank factories in the Berlin area. In conditions of hazy cloud cover, 28 jets
made contact with the bombers. The first attack, by 10 to 15 Me 2625,
was led by Major Weissenberger who claimed two B-17s. Other B-17s were
shot down by Ofiw. August Lubking, Lt. Rademacher and Lt. Gustav Sturm,
with Obft. Franz Schall claiming a P-51. Six Me 262s led by Obit. Ganther
Wegmann, of 9./1G 7 then attacked. Their aircraft were armed for the first
time with 35 mm R4M underwing rockets. and the effect of the missiles
was devastating, Obit. Wegmann and Lf. Schnorrer both claimed two
bombers while Obit. Karl-Heinz Seeler and Offhr. Windisch each destroyed
another. The operation was not without cost, Wegmann being forced to
bale out and losing a leg while his wingman, Oblt. Seeler, was killed, A total
of 13 four-engined bombers was claimed destroyed, plus two probables
and six damaged by the German jets. Other successful pilots included
Oblt. Kulp who shot down a B-17 and Qbit. Schall who destroyed a P-51.

Further west, |./JG 7's base at Kaltenkirchen in Schleswig-Holstein
was shrouded in heawvy cloud. Nevertheless, Gorng ordered that the
Gruppe take off to intercept. First away was a Schwarm of four Me 262s
led by Oblt. Hans Grinberg followed by another led by Obit. Fritz Stehle.
Then, as the third Schwarm took off, two Me 262s collided, killing both
Oblt. Waldmann and Ofw. Glnther Schrey.

On 19 March the Americans dispatched 1,273 bombers to attack
synthetic oil plants and jet aircraft assembly plants, Early in the morning a
low-level attack was made on Giebelstadt airfield by eight P-51s. Two
Me 262 Ads of |./KG()) 54 were destroyed. During the afternoon
125 B-24s escorted by 175 P-51s bombed Il./KG(l) 54's base at
Neuburg, causing severe damage to runways, hangars and buildings. One
Me 262 was destroyed and three heavily damaged plus seven lightly
damaged. As a consequence of this, Luftfiotte Reich issued instructions
for I./KG(]} B4 to transfer to Brandis, Zerbst and Alt Lonnewitz.

Later, 45 Me 262s from Il./1G 7 scrambled to intercept a formation
of B-17s, but only 28 managed to engage due to poor visibility. The jet
fighters waded In with their R4M rockets north of Chemnitz, destroying four

ARCWVE: Hpem. Franz Schall (deft) as an
Cherleutnant while serving with Kommando
Nowouny, He wis born on 1 June 1918 at Graz in
Austrid and served first with a Lulfvwaflc Flak
Regiment before transfercimg (o LG 52 in Russia

in E‘rl:ru;u’}' 1943, He chuimed 13 viciories in one
day on 31 August 1944 and in October was
transferred o Kommando Nowotny where he
comminded the 2. Seaffel, which Liter became
100G 7. He was killed on 10 April 1945 when his
Me 262 hit a bomb crater during an emergency
landing ar Parchim and exploded, He had @ ol of
117 victorics {incleding about 14 with the Me 262)
angd had been awarded the Ritterkrews on 10
Ovrober 1944,
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O, Friedrich
Gremtsch of
TURG) 54 walks
towards the camera
fedlwing a sortic
with the Me 22
The Forwand part
of the eneine

OO |||'|;_'; of the
aircradt hehind him
has been changed

B-17s and damaging four more. The successful pilots included Lt Schnarrer (Wegmann's tempaorary
successor), Oblt. Schall, Ofw. Lennartz and Ofiw. Armold. Two Me 2625, piloted by Ofw. Heinz-Berthold
Mattuschka of 10./JG 7 and LI Harry Meyer of 11./)G 7 were shot down by P-51s, with both pilots
killed. Another P-51 was claimed by Lf. Rudolf Rademacher. The |. Gruppe of JG 7 also engaged the
bombers, Gefr. Heim claiming a B-17 desftroved and Uffz. Harald Konig a probable,

IIl./EJG 2 was also active on the 19th, its Kommandeur, the Ritterkreustriger Major Heinz Bar,
shooting down a P-51. Other missions were flown by Ofiw. Zander and Lt. Harbot.

MNext day, 22 Me 262s from | and lIL./JG 7 took off to intercept & US raid on Hamburg. A total of
nine bombers were claimed including three by Fhr. Friedrich Ehrig. Three Me 262s were shot down by
the American fighter escort,

IG 7 was again active early on the 21st, the Stab and 11. Staffe! at Briest and the 9. and
10. Staffeln, which had just moved from Oranmienburg to Parchim, attacking a bomber formation in the
Dresden area. Although the American escort was heavily engaged, six B-17s were shot down with Major
Weissenberger, Major Enrler, Lf. Schnarrer, Fhr. Pfeiffer, Ofi. Armold and Lt. Fritz R Miller each claiming
one. Despite this success two Me 2625, flown by the veteran Lt Weber of 11./JG 7 and Uffz. Kurt
Kolbe of 10./JG 7 were shot down, both pilcts being killed. Shortly afterwards ten aircraft from
I./RG) 54, still at Giebelstadt, took off to attack a bomber formation in the Giessen-Marburg area.
The Americans lost one B-17 but claimed an Me 262. The pilot, Uffz. Willi Ehreke, was killed. Around
midday 364 B-24s and 201 P-51s of the US Fifteenth Air Force mounted an attack on Neuburg airfield,
destroying 12 of IIl./KG{)} 54's Me 262 A-1s and damaging a further 38.

0n 22 March, the airfields occupied by 1. and Il /KG{J) B4, were again badly hit by American bombers.
A total of eleven Me 262s suffered various degrees of damage at Gisbelstadt with a further eight
damaged at Kitzingen. Two other Me 2625 were destroyed in an abortive attempt to attack the bombers,
Obit. Hans Konig of L/KGL) 54 being killed, while Obit, Adalbert Egri of 2./KG(J) 54, baled out.

On the same day, Fifteenth Air Force bombers from taly raided the Ruhland, Kralupy and Vitava oil
refineries. 27 Me 262s from Il /1G 7 took off to intercept and became engaged in a running fight with
B-17s and their fighter escort around midday. B-17s were claimed by Major Weissenberger and Major
Ehrer of Stab/IG 7. Lt. Schndrrer, Ofr. Viktor Petermann (who flew with an artificial left arm). Offr.
Windisch. Fhr, Pfeiffer. Ofw. Lennartz, Ofw. Buchner of 9. and 10./1G 7, and Li. Ambs, Ofw. Arnold, Uffz.
Peter and Ofw. Lubking of 11./1G 7. Lt. Erich Schdlte claimed a probable while Obft. Schall claimed a
P-51 and Lt Alfred Lehner a probable. Three pilots from lIL./)G 7 were lost in this action; Fw. Heinz

Eichner, Ofw, Libking and one other.
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The success of the Me 262 dunng the previous four days was enough o please Hitler who now saw
the Me 262 as: “...the decisive contribution to the entire war.”

On 23 March, a few Me 262s from the Stab of JG 7 intercepted bombers attacking oil refineries, Major
Heinrich Ehrler claiming two B-24s and Ofiv. Gerhard Reinhold a probable B-17. Just afterwards, 14 Me 262s
from I./JG 7 intercepted RAF bombers with a Mustang escort which were attacking a bridge over the Weser,
Two Lancasters were shet down and a third damaged. One Me 262, probably from L./JG 7, was shot down
by an RAF Mustang.

Mext day, 31 Me 262s scrambled in two sections fo intercept about 250 bombers heading for tank
factories around Berlin. The first to arrive were the Stab and 11./)G 7 which attacked the bombers near
Wittenberg. Five pilots claimed a B-17, Major Ehrler, Lt. Ambs, Lt. Rademacher, Lt Lehner and Ofiw. Arnold.
The second group, made up of Me 262s from 9. and 10./1G 7, then attacked. Obit. Kulp, Lt. Sturm, Oblt
Schall, Ofw. Otto Pritz! and Ofw, Buchner each claimed a B-17. Four Luftwaffe pilots were shot down, but all
survived. Later, about 400 B-17s and BE-24s from the US Fifteenth Air Force attacked jet bases at Mincherr
Riem, Neuburg, Plattling and Erding. By far the most damage o a jet unit was again at Neuburg where 269
B-24s dropped 563 tons of bombs, destroying 14 Me 262s of lIl./KG(J) 54 and damaging 36 more,

On 25 March, 25 Me 2625 from III./JG 7 intercepted a raid by about 250 B-24s on oil storage
depots near Braunschweig, Hannover and Lauenburg. Although the German pilots claimed seven
aircraft, five Me 262s were lost. In a separate action Major Ottfried Sehrt, Kommandeur of |, /KG(J) 54,
was also injured. Sehrt’s place was taken by Hptm. Baasner, with temporary command of |1l /KG{J) &

passing to Oblt. Gunther Overdiek,

Bad weather restricted air operations between 26 and 29 March, but this enabled | /KG(J) 54
to transfer from Giebelstadt to Zerbst and 1. /KG(J) 54 to Neuburg-am-Donau. Despite the weather,
800 B-17= managed to attack a tank factory and an armament plant in Berlin on the 28th, As they
returned, they were intercepted by Me 262s from |./JG 7 near Braunschweig and two B-17s were
shot down, possibly by Obit. Stehle of 2./1G 7 and Obit. Schuck of 3./)G 7.

The weather improved on 30 March, enabling US Eighth Air Force bombers to fly 1,250
sorties against U-boat pens and the port complexes at Hamburg, Bremen and
Wilhelmshaven. Over 30 Me 262s were scrambled by Il /G 7 to intercept, Lt. Schndrrer
claiming two B-17s and Ofhr. Petermann one probable. As Schnorrer pulled away, his
Me 262 was hit by fire from the bombers and he was then chased and caught by four
P-31s near Uelzen. With only one engine operating at full power, he decided to flip his
aircraft over onto its back and bale out. Unfortunately, his leg hit the tail and it was so badly
broken that it had to be amputated. Around the same time, eight Me 262s from |./1G 7 led
by Major Erich Rudorffer also intercepted the bombers. Ofw. Gerhard Reiher claimed a
B-17, but Ff.Fw. Heinz Jansen was shot down in flames.

On the last day of March, 428 Lancaster and Halifax bombers attacked submarine pens
and the Blohm und Voss aircraft factory at Hamburg. Unfortunately for the RAF they had
arrived too late to rendezvous with their Mustang fighter escort. As they neared their target
30 Me 262s from |./1G 7 and eight from 1l /)G 7 struck. Mot having to worry about fighter
opposition the jet fighters were able to wreak havoc amongst the British and Canadian
bombers. The Luftwalfe pilots claimed 13, two short of the number actually lost. Successful
pilots were Oblt. Franz Schall, Obit. Hans Grinberg, Lt. Hans Todt, Lt. Friedrich Wilhelm
Schenk and Fhr. Friedrich Ehrig who claimed two each and Obit. Stirm and Ofw. Reiher who
each claimed one, plus a probable by Lt. Hadi Weihs.

During the month JG 7 had claimed the destruction of 108 fourengined bombers,
22 fighters and a Mosguito. The Geschwader lost 22 pilots killed and five wounded.

It was soon to be joined in combat by JV 44 which had been training on the Me 262, By
this time it had approximately 20 pilots. At dawn on the 31 March, Oberst Steinhoff led a group
of seven jets to fly from Brandenburg to their operational base at Minchen-Riem. The flight was
completed in the record time of 42 minutes and at an average speed of 685 km/h (426 mph).

By the end of March |Il./KG{J} 6 had received five more Me 2625 despite an order
issued on the 20th ruling out further re-equipment of the unit. In a typical reversal of
instructions which was to become more and more common as the Nazi regime struggled in
its death throes, the order was countermanded 11 days later. KG(J) 6 was now to become
the next unit to re-equip with Me 262, Until this could be completed, it was to train and fly
factory protection missions, much like KG(J) 27 was doing with the Bf 109,

ACVE: L Karl "Cuax’
schndrrer was born on 22
March 1919 in Nuremberg.

He joined 1070 54 and [rom
the middle of 1941 served as
NOWOLNY 'S Wingman, SCoring
his first victory on 531
December. He suffiered sevene
injurics on 1.2 November 19435,
but after recovering transfereed
1o Erprobungskommando 262
at Lechield, He biver rejoined
MNowotny and then trnsfermed
iy I 7, becoming Kapitian of
the 11 staffel on 19 March
1945, On 30 March, his Me 262
was hit by fiee from B-17s

amd he was then caughe and
his aireralt shot-up by four
P-51s near Uelzen, This forced

Tl tor bale ouwt, but has leg hit
the tail and was so badly broken
that it hid o be amputated.

He: claimed s potal of 46
victorics, nine of them wirh
the Me 262 and was awarded
the Ritterkreus on 22

March 1945,
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RIGHT: This My 262 A-1a

af 9000 T was fittedd with oa

waoniden rack under each
-.w.ina.: Birached with 12 RaM
Orkan’ CTormadod flkding
fin missiles. This
devastating 35 mm weapon
wials first wused u|'ll.'r'.l1il sty
an 18 March 1245 by six
Me 2025 bed by e
Seaffelkapiting, Cibli
Gilinther Wegmann

RELOW: Completed al
Messiersohmii s
Obertmubding phant in lae
January 1943, this

Me 202 A-la was transferred
1o Ercing where i

1 I|l\.|1 rwent Pre-slryic
testing before beimg ferried
v IR0 7 by Ofw Werner
Dahliz of the Fheper
Uberfihrunasgeschwader
New s kst operional
s0riie o 2% "||'|'||| wer it
attempled (o ntercept o

frrmmation of American 20

over sl Gern
e 1o shortage of foel, s
pilot, Fhr Hans-Godo Mutke
af DG T, was forced 1o
Ll -t Zhrich-Dubendort in
swvitee tandd an (840 hours

o i
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LEFT AN BELOW: Oble, Emil Demuth posing beside tha
tail of his He 162 (W Ne 12007 4), Becawse this aircralt has
. dark grocn vemical tul surfaces, the serial number is
painted in contrasting white. Abosve the swastika can b
soen Liv white bars representing victorices obtained by
Demuth before 16 1 converted to the Volksjliger

Heinkel He 162 A-2 (W.Nr. 120074) of 3./JG 1 at Leck, May 1945

This aircraft was flown by Oblt. Emil Demuth, Staffelkapitan of 3./JG 1. In addition to the number "11' in yellow,
the machine also has a small number ‘20 on the fuselage side which may have indicated the Kapitan's aircraft
{a position temporarily held by Demuth).
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Kl Following
each successial Flaghi
the roCkel enging of
the Me |63 was
Hushicd oul esing @
high-pressure waler
jer This was done b
presEnt
insidverrent sdmixore
ol the twa
companents of the

ket fucl

LEFT: Om 16 March 1945 iz

Bubd' Glognes of 2000 K (6

and P, Emst Schelper intercepted an
RAF reconmiissance Moscjuilo ndear
h'l|’ﬁ'|:.'_ in ther Me 1635, Sche ||'||,'I' Was
forced o return 1o Brndis Becawse he
wis unable to jettison his tke-of]
chlly, but Ghrgner opened fire on the

Aritish aircraft and scored his

saarboard cngine until his canmomn
pimme. Gelogner was convinced that
he bl destroved the Mosguito, bat i
pctmtlly minaged vo Eund safely ar Lifle

i Oe Clgine
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Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1a (W.Nr. unknown) of 1./KG(J) 54 at Giebelstadt, February 1945
Several of KG(J) 54's Me 262s had pale blue (RLM 76) wave pattern camouflage sprayed over the dark green
(RLM B1) uppersurfaces in a random style which was applied over both national insignia and markings.

HELTE % HTOLIY |||'|9-i iits andd mechanics af _-'hh:_[_l 54 i discussion in fromt of

one of their Me 262s, coded ' B3+BH, ar Newbarg am Donzio in ey 194635,
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Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1a (W.Nr. 111918) of Stab lil./JG 7 at Parchim, spring 1945

Although the Stab of Ill./JG 7 was based at Parchim during the spring of 1945, this aircraft was discovered by
American troops in a hangar near the Dutch border. The dividing line between the upper and lower camouflage
colours on the fuselage sides is higher than usually seen on Me 2625 of this period.

gicelT Capturcd Dy
AMErICEn INeOps pear
the Duch border, this
Me 262 of )G T
carrics a back choveon
wliach would indicate
that il may proveously
have been Thswn by
the Gruppe Adjutan
Cible. Criimt heer
Wiegmann

LEFT: Twao Me 2625 of
TARG 54 maxiing along
the runway at Neoburg in
March 1945, The aircran
in the foreground,

3 4 B3+GR' (WM 11 16220}
¥ P sl gl -y b - was built ar Leipheim in
Ene hanuary 194%, 1 is

S 7 - ¢ Mot known 1o have been

$iET Maovwrn by L Ceiimtker

TR I

Eillvardt of 7. /KO{]) 54 on
2 February 1945, amd
Cifwe, Friedrich Genesch
six days lates The aincraft
wias cestroyed inan adr
rabd ar Meubusg on

23 Februan
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RGHT Mechanics stand on
ke wing of Ofw. Fricdrich
Gentsch's aircraft of

YRGS S following his
return from an operational
fighe This Me 262 A-1i carrics
the code ‘B3« BC with the last
wik letters painted bright

Freen

LEFT: The Me 262 A-1a
Red 137 (0 MNE 110559
Mo by Major (later
Oihstle. ) Heine Bar of
INLSEIG 2 ome o beas

23 nocisions hetween
25 February and

19 April 15945, during
which period he
cladmed five P51s two
B-2dis. three B-20s, a0

Wi F-47Ts

e

Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1a (W.Nr. 110559) of 1ll./EJG 2 at Lechfeld, March 1945
This Schwabisch Hall-built aircraft was transferred to Neuburg on 8 February 1945, It was assigned
to Major (later Obstit.) Heinz Bar of Ill./EJG 2 on 25 February and hecame one of the most
spccessful Me 262s. Bar had his lucky ‘Red 13" code number painted on the fuselage sides, this
having previously been applied to his favourite Fw 190.
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LEFT: This Me 262 A-la,
White 4' OWNE SIH0226) of
176G 7 was bl at
Beuburg-ameDanan in
February 1945, It was then
transferred 1o Memmingen
wherne {1 served for a shor
e with than airfield's
protection Stalfel (I55)
he=tire: mowving to Minchen
Kicoi. It was there that
miay e been fited with
the E& 42 punsight At the
end of April 1945 it was
assigned o 1G0T ot Saaz
(Lavec) in what is now the
Crech Repuhblic. On 8 May
1945, Oblt. Walter Bohatsch
of 1 .‘:II. T Mlew the atrcraft
1o Dreclelstonrt &7 Ko merth
ol Braunschweig and
surrendhened iv o LS troops

EiceHT This Me 262
of 9 KG 549 wis
ahiscoveroed
Mimchen-Ricm at the
endd of the war The
aircralt lud the unit's
||s|_|_|an|1| Deith's
Hewd s badge painicd
in black on a vellow

shield betow the
cockpit.

Pty . . -
: T St ok, W +-:’l':'“'

Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1a (W.Nr. unknown) of 9./KG(J) 54 at Neuburg am Donau, April 1945
Towards the end of March 1945, KG(J) 54 adopted fighter type markings, these replacing the old four-
character code system. This aircraft carries the yellow number ‘3" and vertical bar of the lll. Gruppe with the
blue and white chequered rear fuselage band adopted by the Geschwader at this time.

.
= e
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Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1a (W.Nr. 110800) of 3./JG 7 at Fassberg, May 1945

Flown by Uffz. Engler of 3./JG 7, this aircraft was repaired several times. It has brownish green and mid-green [RLM
81 and 82) mottling on the fuselage sides and fin and rudder, with the uppersurfaces in a splinter pattern of the same
colours. The undersurfaces were pale blue (RLM 76). Two 450 mm wide unit identification bands in blue and red were
painted around the rear fuselage.

LEFT: Omn 14 February 1945 Uffz. Gunther
Engler of 5.0 7 chimed the destraction of a
B-17 hetween Liheek and Nevmiinster witl
this ¥ 2602 A-Ta, then coded Yellow 2 The
amrenll was damagesd nine days ber inoa crsh
Lending. After eepair it was trarsferred o

2000 T, where it again suffered minor damage
when its nose gear collipsed on 2 March. On
H M the aircralt, then with Goefechisverhand
Hogeback, fhew Troim Saae CAanec) in
Crechoslovakin and Binded ar Fassherg where
Engler surremdensd it to British forces, In
received the Alr Min number 51, anl the RAF
serial VES93, On 27 May 1945, W Crnde
Schruder of 616 Squacron took off (o crnmsfor
the aircrifl from Fassberg 1o Schieswig but its
naose gear failed o exrend on lamding at
Luobeck. Meme sources say it was repaired but i

wats eventually serapped

BELOWT A line-up of seven Me 2625 from
IV a4t Muinchen-Riem airfick] in April 1945
Maost of the unit's airceafl had simplbe darck
precn uppersurfices with pale blue beneath
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Combat Operations
April-May 1945

LEFT: Odberst Gdinther Luteow (left) in conversation
with Oberst Johanmess Steinhold while both pilows
were serving with IV 44 Steinhoft was born on

15 Seprember 1913 ar Botsendor? in Saxony. He
jined the German Navy i 554 as an alfocer cadel
hefore transferring o the Luftwaffe m 1936 A8 the
authreak of war he was Staffelkapitan of 10,06 26
Mving cxperimental might fghter sortics from
Cologne-Okstheim. He was trnsferned 1o ]G 52 in
February 1940, commancing this Geschwader's 4
Spaffel during the Battle of Britain and the invasion of
the Sovier Union. He ook over ILG 52 in February
1942 and scored his 100th victory on 31 August
1942, In March 1945 he was posted 1o North Africa
tor take over command Gf JG 77 and was appointed
thae first Kesnmcslore of JG 7 in Movember 1944
Follomving the so-called fighter pilot’s muting he
transierred to JV 44 bar sulfered docadiul burns in 2
crash on EH April 1945, He was awarded the
Ritterkreuz with swords on 28 July 1944 and claimed
a goral of 176 victories, six o with the Me 262 1n 1952
he returned o the Bumdeslufiweaffe aond within foar
vears became Deputy Chiet of Staff, Operations, He
wits pramoted o Brigade-Coeneral in 1958 and e
Ceencralnpior in 1962, He retired im 1572 10 hds

b in Bosin whiere e dicd s 1905

‘The war ended for the remnants of JG 400 at 16.00 hours on 8 May 1945 at Duppau. We
received our discharge papers and the remaining vehicles were divided among us so we
could make our own way through Germany. We destroyed our weapons and within the hour,
small groups of us had set off in the same direction. On the following day, | managed to
escape the US forces at Stollberg near Chemnitz by hitching a ride in a German army lorry.

Six weeks later, my family and | reached Cologne.’

Fw, Hans Hoever of I./1G 400 in a ietter written after the end of the war

ke month of April began with six Me 262s from I./JG 7 being damaged at Kaltenkirchen in attacks
Tl'_--.- American B-26s. These prompted the OKL to order the transfer of the Gruppe, 1./)G 7 going to
Brandenburg, 2./1G 7 to Burg-bei-Magdeburg and 3./JG 7 to Oranienburg. Despite this selback, the
Gruppe intercepted twenty B-17s near Stendal and claimed one destroyed. Uffz. Koster of 11./JG 7

also shat down a lone Spitfire.

Mext day, Uffz, Ganter Blitchen of 7_./KGI1) & crashed on a training flight, one of a number of

Me 262s lost by the unit. On the 3rd, 14 Me 2625 from KG(1) 54 operated against RAF Lancasters

over Minchen at 17.55 hours, Mo contact was made with the enemy and the two pilots returned safely.

Jet fighters were heavily engaged on 4 April when 939 bombers attacked five airfields and two
landing grounds in northerm Germany plus the U-boat yards at Hamburg and Kiel. Against the bombers,
the Luftwaffe put up a total of 48 Me 262s in three different sorties of 20, 18 and 10 alrcraft. The
first clash with Amencan fighters came around 09,15 hours, resulting in the loss of several Me 2G2s,
including that piloted by Major Sinner, Suffering from severe burns to the head and hands, Sinner was
faken to hospital, His place as Kommandeur of 1l /5 7 was taken by Major Wolfgang Spate, a veteran
pilot of both the Me 262 and Me 163 After claiming a P-51 destroyed, the Kapitan of 10./)G 7, Obit.
Franz Schall, also had to bale out near Parchim, but was unhurt. A total of four Me 2625 was claimed
by the 339th FG in this action, the other Mustang pilots being Lt. Robert C. Havinghurst, Lt. Nile 5.
Greer and Capt, Harry R. Corey. In a second Me 282 attack, over Hamburg, four more jets were
destroved, but German victors inctuded Lt Schenk, L. Rademacher. F. Pritzl and Fhr. Plfeiffer. One
Me 262 was shot down by a P51, Another group of jets from IIl./JG 7, which had assembled near
Stendal, intercepted American bombers south of Bremen, shooting down three.
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JG 7 was joined by 14 Me 262s from | /KG(J) 54 who claimed two B-17s north of Hannover. During
the actions, the jet units destroyed nine American aircrzft with three more damaged. Apart from the claims
already mentioned, Major Weissenberger shot down a B-17, Lt Stehle and Gef, Heim of 1./JG 7 a B17
each and Lt Weihs a P47, 1G 7's Insses were severe, totalling seven Me 2625 destroved, five missing
and five damaged, Knawn losses included Uffz. Otto Heckmann of 11, /)G 7 who was killed near Leiozig,

Further south, two Me 262s from IV 44 piloted by Lt Fahrmann and Uffz. Schallmoser were
scrambled 1o intercept several reconnaissance Lightnings. Schallmaser attacked from head-on, but the
closing speeds were such that he rammed the Amerncan aircraft, The latter crashed but Schallmoser
was able to return safely with light damage to his Me 262

On 5 April, W 44 flew its first operation against four-engined bombers, Steinhoff leading four
Me 2625 to intercept an American incursion between Manchen and the Danube, The other pilots were
Major Walter Krupinski, Lt Fahrmann, and Ofw. Rudolf Nielinger. One B-17 was shot down and two maore
damaged, but Fahrmann had to bale out after both engines of his aircraft failed, Next day
Major Heinrich Ehrler of the Stab/G 7 was killed, possibly after ramming a B-17 .

Almost 80 Me 262s from NIL/JG 7 and 1. /RG] 54 supported the mass attack on a US bomber
formation by Schulungslehrgang Elbe on 7 April. Two bombers were claimed by pilots from 1L/ MG 7, a
B-17 over Parchim by Ofw. Gobel and a B-24 near Bremen by Uffz. Schappler. Later two P-51s were
shat down by Ofhr. Neumann and Fhr. Pleiffer. Several Me 262s were claimed by the US fighter escort
but the only known loss was ‘White 8" piloted by Hotm. Werner Tronicke, Staffelkapitan of 1. /KG(J) 54,
who baled out near Hagenow and was injured.

Because of the war situation, Luftfiotte Reich ordered, on 8 April, that only three Geschwader,
IG 7, KG(J) 54, and JG 300, were to be equipped with the Me 262 for the present. |. and IL/KG() &

“I was constantly shot at by all
eight Mustangs...”

Rudolf Sinner, IIL/JG 7

n oy flight of 4 April, 1 teok off from Parchim for an attack on @ bomber formation.

Betore take-ofl, hostile fiphters were reported at 8.000 metres (20,250 ) over the

airfield. The altitude was probably overestimated because the noise of the airceaft
seemed much closer [ now think that the fighters were close to the cloud cover at
400 metres (1,312 f.

In one and a half circuits over the field, T gathered seven aircraft under the clowd
cower while the others were behind us. Through a hole in the clowd cover, T went up and
immediately spotted in the sun (O my left and above me, four aircraft which | presumed
were Thunderbolts [ banked steeply towards them since 1 could not move away from
them in my inferior position. The Thunderboles turmed away sharply to gain a counter course. In my
attempt to go after them, T observed four Mustangs chasing a single Me 202, 1 didi’'s want o use my rockers bocause il
woukd have set a bad example to the rest of my Gragppe: In my attempts to get away from the Mustangs, [saw four more Mustangs above
me on my cight diving for the attack. I curved through them and was shot ar from behind in doing so. It was impossible to climb or dive or
increase speed because of the closencss of the ground,

I was constantly shot at by all eight Mustangs. In attempting to climb [or the clowds 1 recéived my first hit. | decided 10 shoot my rockets
off before | went into the clouds to gain speed as two Mustangs were following some distance behind. My rockers wouldn't fire. While 1 was
working on the switch, a strong smell of smoke came into the cockpit I was hit again and 1 saw that the left wing was burning. The fire spreacd
to the cockpit immediately. After a few defensive manoewvres | decided to hale out,

[ left the cockpit at a speed of 700 kmdh (435 mph) without hitting the rodder | discovered immediately thar my parachute was torn open
and my rght leg was tangled up in the harness and risers. 11 was oy feeling that the parachute had separated from the belis and harness, since
I was close o the ground, I pulled the ripcord after three somersaults and saw 10 my amazement that the parachure hid opened, | was attached
tir thee parachute by the left belt onlv 1 landed on my thigh with my left arm hanging in the parachute risers, in a freshly ploughed field Despite
erving to rid myself of the parachute [ was stll arrached o it and was deagged some 20 metres (05 (1) into a barbed wire fence.

Two Mustangs shot at me while | wis hing in the harbed wire. T didn't move as long as they could see me, When they circled e begin a
new attack, I about 25 steps (o 0 furrow and hid They continued shooting at the pagachute, but their shots weren't very accurate, Finally, and
prabably because of the flak at Redlin, they fell away, | received first aid from the men of & radar squadron and the doctor of fagdgruppe 10,

4, I is possible that this action took place two days earier,
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and KGI(J1 55 were to be disbanded. On the same day 15 Me 282s from 1.L/IG 7
intercepted an RAF Lancaster formation bombing Hamburg, Oblt. Stehle from 2./1G 7
claiming cne. Lt. Weihs also claimed a P-38. Fiw. Geisthovel of IIL./)G 7 intercepted

a formation of four P-51s near Cottbus and claimed two with the aid of the
EZ 42 gunsight. An RAF bombing raid on Parchim rmeant that 1. /JG 1, which
was undergoing training on the He 162, was forced to transfer to
Ludwigsiust. Ten pilots from the 3, Staffe! had only just picked up a batch

of new jets from Heinkel's Rostock factory, On the same day I1./JG 1 at
Garz was also orcered to move to Rostock to begin conversion from the

Fw 190 to the new fighter,

Mext day, the US Eighth Air Force bombed ten jet airfields in
southern central Germany, including Meuburg, Munchen-Riem, Lechfeld,
Leipheim, Memmingen and Landsberg., Most damage was caused at
Neuburg-am-Donau where 65 B-17s with fighter escort dropped 173 tons of
bombs on the airfield, still occupied by [IIL/KG) 54, At Minchen-Riem, 228 B-17s
released 550 tons of bombs, badly damaging six Me 2625 from JV 24, |echfeld was also heavily
damaged in the attacks. Shortly afterwards 1G 7 scrambled 28 Me 26235 to intercept some 50 RAF
bombers attacking shipyards, U-boat pens and harbour facilities sround Hamburg. A Lancaster was
claimed by ObJL. Schall of l.AIG 7 and Uffz. Gunther Engler, Lt. Rudolf Zingler and Gef. Paul Maller of
.AIG 7. Lt. Fritz B Mdller of 114G T also claimed 2 P-47. Only one M2 262 is known to have been
last in combat on this day, that piloted by Uffz. Kohler of 3./1G T who was killed.

0On 10 April the Luftwaffe fiew what proved to be the largest number of jet fighter sorties flown in ona
day during the war, US bombers had targeted jet airfields in northern Germany including Brandenburg
Briest, Burg-Magdeburg, Oranienburg, Rechlin, Larz, Zerbst. Meuruppin and Parchim. The first unit to
intercept was 2./)G 7 from Burg led by Obll. Stehle. Minutes later, the Americans struck the airfield,
unloading hundreds of tons of bombs in a 20 minute assault which prevented it from being used again
until the end of the war. Ten Me 262s were destroyed on the ground including three from Stehle’s Staffel
Shortly afterwards, just as 9. and 10./JG 7 took off fram Parchim, they were bounced by P-51s and Offr.
Windisch and Uffz. Louis-Paul Vige were shot down, Both pilots survived with severe injuries, Fifieen
minutes later the American bombers arrived at Parchim but, because of the poor visibility, most of their
bombs fell in open ground. As they returned, six Me 262s gave chase but were intercepted by P-51s and
a violent air battle took place. One Me 262 lost was that piloted by the veteran Oblt, Schall, Kapitan of
10./1G 7. He died when his jet crashed into a bomb crater at Parchim. He had 14 jet kills. Thirty more
of them from JG 7 then took off from Oranienburg, Larz and Brandenburg, several Me 262s being lost.

At Zerbst, occupled by | /HG()) 54, 222 tons of bombs were dropped. The unit had a strength of
37 Me 262s at this time. Three of these, piloted by Lt Paul Pallenda., Lt Bernhard Becker of
2./WGJ) 54 and Lt Jirgen Rossow of 3./KG) 54, were lost, Pallenda being killed and the other two
injured. In total JG 7 and | /KG()) 54 lost five pilots killed and 14 missing. Apart from those already
mentioned, other pilots killed included Cbit. Walter Wagner, Kapitan of 3./1G 7. Oblt. Walkther Wever,
Gef, Heim and Liffz. Kohler, In addition, Obit. Walter Schuck of 3./1G 7, baled out. American successes
were such that they described the day as “the great Jet massacre”.

The day's severe damage to the jet bases in northern Germany forced most units to move sauth.
The plan was for the Stab of G 7 and |./RGiJ)} 54 to transfer by way of Brandis (near Leipzig] and Alt
Lonnewitz (north of Dresden), to Saaz (now Zatec) and Prag-Rusin respectively. | and LG 7 were
also to be temporarily assembied at Brandis and Alt Lonnewitz, but they never appeared at the former
base. The Stab of KG(J) 54 went to Firstenfeldbruck near Munchen,

The 2./1G 400 was also active on 10 April, Lt Fritz Kelb's Me 163 making an attack on a
Lancaster formation with the radically new 50 mm SG 500 Jagerfaust upward firing weapor. Passing
just below the bormber, the weapon was automatically triggered which blasted it from the sky. Also on
10 Apnl. 1. /1G 400 received orders to begin conversion to the Ha 229 allwing jet fighter, although plans
for the production of this revolutionary aircraft were far from ready. By the 14 April, conditions at
Brandis were such that all remaining Me 163s were destroyed and most of the remaining personnel
ordered to transfer to the German Army. Many of the remaining aircraft from 11 /3G 400 were captured
when the unit surrendered to British troops at Husum in May 1945,

By now, not only were many airfields becoming untenable but the shortage of fuel was worsening,
Genaral Jlosef Kammhuber, who acted as Goring's persenal ‘General Plenipotentiary for Jet Aircraft’
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ordered; ‘Attention is drawn to the urgent necessity for the utmast economy in the use of J2. Waste
must not continue. Afrcraft are not to taxi to parking places under their own power. Formation
commanders o be instructed under threat of court martial,’

On 12 April, (fw, Franz Gapp of B /KG{J) & flew the unit's first cperation to intercept a P38
reconnaissance aircraft, Two days later 111, /)G 7, in the midst of transferring from Alt Lonnewitz to Prag,
reported 22 Me 262s on hand. As the Gruppe tocok off the Me 262 piloted by the Kapitdn of
11./JG 7, Obift. Erwin Stahlberg, was shot down by an American P-51. To make matters worse, weather
conditions forced the unit to land at Plattling rather than Prag. A second Me 262, this time from
IlL/1G 7, was shot down by another P-51 near Riesa. The pilot, Fw. Amo Thimm, baled out. This was
possibly the first operational loss by this Gruppe.

The period that followed, right up to the end of the war, was marked by the issuing of conflicting
commands, edicts and orders from various Luftwarffe commands and Hitler's plenipotentiaries. For
example, the Luftwalfe order that JG 7 should transfer to airfields in Bavana was countermanded by
33-Obergruppenfihrer Hans Kammler, the Fhhrer's '‘Plenipotentiary for Jet Aircraft’ on 15 April. He
diracted that the unit should move to bases at Eger, Saaz and Prag-Rusin from where it could continue
its defence of Berlin, Consequently, JG 7's remaining alrcraft left Alt Lonnewitz and Flattling for Prag
where they were joined by the Me 2625 from L/KG() 4 and |Il./KG(); 6. By the end of the day there
were about 80 Me 2625 at this airfield,

Apart from conventional bases, preparations were also in hand for the jets to operate from
autobahns, the grass medlan strips of which were 1o e concreted over, By 17 April all the Me 262
fighter units had arrived at their new bases; JG 7, |./KG(J) 54 and [I1. /KG(J} & were now at Prag-Rusin,
WV 44 at Minchen-Riem, Stab/HKG(J) 54 at Flrstenfeldbrick and 111, /KG(J) 54 at Neuburg, Also at this
time, both JG 7 and IV 44 were making increasing use of the R4M rocket, Adolf Galland shooting down
two B-263 with this devastating weapon on 15 April.

Advancing Allied treops forced 1./JG 1 to move again on 15 April, this time to Leck in Schieswig-Holstein,
The speed with which the He 162 had been introduced meant that it handled with extreme sensitivity and,
at one time, pilots were orderad not to fly at over 500 km/h (310 mph) and above 3,000 m (10,000 ft] or
for longer than 15 minutes. Following modification and testing the He 162 proved to be a relatively pleasant
alrcraft to fiy in the hands of an expenenced pilot, but caution still had to be exercised, particularly
in the application of the rudder controls. However, by 1945, the majority of the Luffwarfe’s fighter
piiots were inexperenced youngsters, and the relatively few of them who flew the He 162 found it
more than a handful to master, frequent accidents being experenced during training. As for the plan
to train hundreds of teenage members of the Hitler Youth to fly the aircraft, this would have proved
litile short of unrealistic lunacy.

On 17 April about 20 Me 262s fram IG 7 flew operations, Major Spate, Obit, Bohatsch and
Opit, Stehle each claiming a bomber in the Dresden area. Around Prag, Lt Fritz R, Mdller, Ofia
Schoppler and Ofw. Pritzl both claimed kills and a B-17 was shat down by Hptm. Eder near Berlin
The: unit did not hawve it all its own way though, a Schwarm of four Me 262s from JG 7 led by Obit.
Hans Grunberg all being shot down. Only the leader escaped with his life. Further south, seven Me
262s from JV 44 were in action, claiming one enemy aircraft destroyed and one probatile. One of
these may have tallen to Uffz Schallmosar who
rammed a 817, He baled out safely.

Mext day. six Me 2625 from 1V 44 lad by Galland with
Oberst Steinhoff heading the second flight of three,® prepared
to take off to intercept American bombers near Regensburg,
As it neared take-off speed, Steinhoff’'s Me 262 hit a small
bamb crater, crashed and burst into flames, He survived, but
was terribly burnt.

Just after this, the Kommodore of KG{J) & Oberst
Hermann Hogeback, was ordered to take command of all jet
units in the greater Prag area and combine them into a battle
group to be known as Gefechtsverband Hogeback. He now
had effective control of 1G 7. L/KG(1) 54 and . /KG()) &, all
basad at Prag-Rusin.

5. W a4 usually flew in flights of thrae aircraft while 16 7 used the more familiar Schwarm of four,
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During Lne April, Obstl
Hermann Hogeback dright) took
owver commaned of the remaining
Me 262 units bascd in the Prag

By now, the fuel situation around the area of the Czech capita
was worsening, Kammiler informing Goring on 21 Apnl that: "t s
impossible for the jets to remain in the Prag area because only enough
fue is avallable for one operation. Because resupply by rall cannot be
Buaranteed, and supoly by tanker lomy is ne longer possibie, these
stocks will have to be used for transfer. Transfer to narthern Germany
is now smpossible because of the destruction of the servicing and
supply organisation.” Next day it was reported that there were 34 cubic
netres (1,200 cu. ft.) of J2 fuel at Prag-Rusin and only 20 cubic
metres (700 cu. ft.) at Prag-Letnian. In cortrast there were 218 cubic
netres (7,700 cu. ft.) of 12 fuel at Lechfeld in Bavaria.

On 23 April, IV 44 established its headguarters in a converted
girls' school near Minchen. Mext day, it flew two sorties against
8-26 formations over southarn Germany. The first was by eleven aircraft, the second by five, The action
resulted in the destruction of two B-26s5 and one P-51 with a further three B-26s probably destroyed.
Two Luftwalfe pilots were reported missing. The first was an unidentified Oberfdhnnch, the second the
widely respected Obarst Litzow, He was lost near
Donauwdrth, but his body was never found. By this time
JV 44 had established a small unit of Fw 190 D-9s and
C-11s under Lt. Heinz Sachsenberg to protect its airfield
at Minchen-Riem from marauvding enemy fighters, To
avoid German anti-aircraft gunners from mistaking them
for enemy fighters, the undersurfaces of their Fw 190s
ware painted a bright red with white stripas,

./ KGiJ) & flew a very successful mission on the
24th, claiming seven enemy aircraft including two B-17s
b Ofwe Franz Gapp of the 8, Staffel. One Me 262 was
shot down south-west of Prag and two others were
damaged. Mear Dresden, a Schwamm of Me 2625 from
I./KG()) B4 shot down two other American aircraft. Near
Warneminde, the Hommandeur of 1L/1G 1, Hptm. Paul-Heinrch Dahne, was killed when his
He 162, which had only just taken off, skidded in a turn, somersaulted and crashed into the
fiver Wame. His place was taken by a veteran of the Spanish Civil War, Major Werner Zober.

On 25 April Oberst Hogeback was ordered by Peltz to use all his jets to attack Soviet

area including mos: of JG 7

LARCHTY 54 arcd 10,/ KGi T G, Cin
the 25¢h of the moath, his
Gefechtsverband was ordered by

troop columns approaching Berlin fram the south. At the same time, |, /KG 51 handed over
its remaining nine Me 2Z62s to IV 44, although the previous day the latter unit had
requested that it be sent no mare aircraft since it did not have the facilities to handle

Generalmajor THetrich Pelee (left)

0 concentrate on attacking al
Sowiel tronps approaching Berlin
froem the sodath, lis the e l._l.;l-:-l.n'l-i
of this photograph is the Badge of
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them! The Stab and IL/KG(l) 54 were disbanded with their remaining personnel
transfersng to ground fighting with the 368. Vollisgrenadier-Division

Twelve Me 2825 from IV 44 were involved in an air battle with 40 B-28s in the
Neuburg area. One of IV 447s aircraft was the Me 262 A-la/Ud fitted with a 50 mm
MK 214 A cannon and probably flown by Majior Wilhelm Herget, a night fighter Experte.
Five enemy aircraft were shot down for the 10ss of two Me 2625, one 10 a technical fault,
the other to fighters, )G 7 flew what was probably its last operation against American four-
engined bombers. Five pilots claimed victories against the B-17s: Major Spate (two) and
urre, Schbppler, Ofiw. Gobel, Lt Kelb and Uz, Engler one gach, One of 9./)G 7's pilots,
Fhr. Hans-Guido Mutke, was forced to land his Me 262 at Zorich-Dubendorf in Switzerland
due to lack of fuel. He was interned. L. Sepp Huber of L /KG{]) 6 crashed on take-off
from Prag-Rusin and he was killed,

Thirty-cne aircraft from L /KGIJ) 6 and JG T flew a combined operation on 26 April
against Russian supply columns In the Cottbus-Bautzen area. They destroved two aircraft
on the ground and six motor vehicles with their R4M rockets, Twelve Me 262s from JV 44
ntercepted B-26s which had been briefed to bomb Lechfeld. The attack was led by Galland
who opened fire with his R4Ms, blasting one of the bombers from the sky. His wingman,
Uz, Schallmoser, shot down a P-47. In total JV 44 claimed five B-26s and a P-4T for the
0ss of two Me 2625, Galland received & bad leg injury but still managed to land his
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Me 262 at Minchen-Riem despite a strafing attack by P-47s. His place was taken, next day, by Obstil
Heinz Bar, whose own Ill./EJG 2 had been disbanded,

After two loads of fuel arrived at Prag, Gefechtsverband Hogeback was able to fly ground-attack
sorties against Soviet supply columns in the Cottbus area during the evening of 27 April. A total of 65
vehicles and six Soviet |I-2s were destroyed for the loss of two Me 2625 including that piloted by the
Staffelkapitan of 7./WG(J) 6 Obft. Henning Gulde. During an American attack on Minchen-Riem,
Me 262s of IV 44 shot down five P-47s. The successful pilots included Obstit. Bar (two), Lt. Franz
Koster (two) and Major Wilhelm Herget [one),

On 29 April, 18 Me 262s from Gefechtsverband Hogebach attacked enemy forces on the roads
between Bautzen and Weisswasser, but four pilots from the virtually defunct 1. /KGl)) 54 were shot
down, These included Hptm. Helmut Kornagel, Staffellkapitan of 6./KG(J) 54, injured at Prag-Rusin and
Hptm. Hubert Spadiut, Kapitdn of 5. /KG{J} 54, who baled out safely. During the evening JV 44
transferred 21 ajrcraft from Riem to Salzburg and Innsbruck in the face of advancing American armaour.
At the same time, other aircraft from the unit together with ground echelons from 1/KG()) 54 wera
erdered to transfer to Bad Aibling or Innsbruck. 1V 44 then retained a strength of 25 aircraft at Riem,

MNext day, nine Me 262 bombers fram I./KG 51 joined the Gefechtsverband at Prag-Rusin. An
aircraft of |./KG(J) 54 was shot down by Soviet flak, but & pilot from the same unit destroyed an 112,
Two other (25 fell to Ofhr. Wittbold and a Yak-9 to Obit, Schilter of JG 7 during the last days of April,
By early May, the fuel situation in the Prag area had worsened further and on the 2nd, 22 Me 262s
from VW 44 were flown to Innsbruck but seven
crashed, perhaps deliberately, on landing. On Bar's
orders the engine regulators were then removed and
taken 10 a remote Alpine village and thrown into a
lake. Mext day, JV 44's remaining Me 262s were
destroyed by their ground crews just as American
tanks arrived at Salzburg-Maxglan airfield. By this
time, IV 44 had been officially redesignated IV. /)G 7.
This order seems to have had its origins in the
animosity which existed between Galland and the
new General der Jagdftieger, Oberst Gordon Gollob,
who atternpted to undermine the former’s influence.
II./KG()) 54 was officially disbanded, and the
remaining elements of JG 7 in Bavaria surrendered to
the Americans.

On 4 May, JG 1, claimed the first He 162 victory
when L. Rudolf Schmitt from the 1. Staffel shot down a Typhoon. Three days earlier |. and 11./JG 1 had ABOVE: Pilots and
been merged and re-organised with an operational Gruppe known as |L(Einsatz)/JG 1 and & training BSR4 Creny

; nuinhandle an
Gruppe designated Il.(Sammell/JG 1. No further operations were flown by the unit before Leck was Me 263 _L.l of IV 44

captured by British troops on 6 May. Most of the unit's He 162s were found lined up in neat rows on to its dispersal, The
the airfield. aireraft carries a
. . y e L . oy small black
A day earlier an uprising had begun in Prag. Hogeback's jets were immediately ordered to fly I‘;J:ﬂ_‘: 1ﬂ'<:||“|m-
missions within the city limits to support Waffen-SS units fighting the Czechs. A combat unit was forwarnd fuselige

created at Prag-Rusin to help the personnel of the enemy-encircled airfield at Kletzan. Soon afterwards
the renegade Russian General Bunjatschenko, heading Wiassow's 1st Division of the ROA, demanded
that Gefechtsverband Hogeback hand over its entire motor pool. This demand was refused and
Bunjatschenko's forces subsequently made an assault on Prag-Rusin with armour and artillery,
ll./KG{J} 6 then took off to defend the airfield, attacking the ROA armour and machine gun posts.

Attacks against Wiassow's troops continued during the next two days, the ROA forces co ming
within 300 metres (1.000 ft] of the airfield perimeter and pouring fire at the airport buildings and
hangars. The airfield would have been taken if the Germans had not positioned two 12.5 cm flak
batteries between the city and the airfield. During the late afternoon of 7 May the last jets took off
from Rusin to attack Soviet troops. With all their ammunition expended, they landed at Saaz where all
nor-operational aircraft were blown up. MNext day, the jets that remained took off from Saaz to attack
Soviet armour, perhaps the last jet sortie of the war being flown by the Kapitdn of 2./JG 7, Obit. Fritz
Stehle, who shot down a Soviet Yak-9. With the news of the German surrender at midnight, most of the
jets that remained were set on fire or blown up.
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“Some fighter had tried to get me
again but was too late...”

Herbert Schliiter, Stab/JG 7

correspendingly low. Those of us who had come from Kosazando Stamp were incorporated
into the Sfadssiaffed of 16 7 and hardly had conact with the others. 1 knew no one, other than
Oniafe, Steacman who had been a flying instroctor with me

1 only flew very few missions but 1 never discovered the reason. 1 assume it was the lack of fuel
and spare parts because we had more pilots than airceaft. | flew three sorties on the Eastern Fron.
The orders were to atack Russian troops on the grownd, Our gircraft were armed with two 30 mm
ME 108 cannon. Cnce a 250 kg bomb was shong bencath the aireraft. [ alwavs flew alone, 1 did oot
sec much action either because there were no enemy troops in the trger arca or 1 could rarely
distinguish between fncendly and cnemy troops,

“Omn one these flights, 1 was returning 0 Prag-Rusin when 1 encountered a Soviet fighterbomber gmorss L Herbert Schiliiter
formation (Tving on a southewesterly heading ar an altitude of berween LB and 2 (00 metres served] as a fighier pilct with
(3.900 ancd G500 0y, There was a large number of 16-25 in rows of cipht 1o ten with more fiving on LA 300 betore joining
a parallel course behind them, Numerous escort fighters were positioned above and below. 1 Kommand: Stamp.
atticked the formation but fghters appeared and turned o eesist my artack. [ could not chance a
dogfight. I turned and escaped in an easterly direction only 1o oo again and renew my attack. Again
the fighters saw me oo soon and 1 had o break off 1t was clear to me that only the clement of surprise would allow me 1o be successful. After
flvinmg in an easterly direction, | rumned and flew ar an altitude of TRO0-200 metres (SS0-050 ) on a south-westerly heading, As soon as [ saw the
formation abwove, [ pulled up on full power and found a number of fighters in front of me. | was very close when they warned into my aack.
Mow with reduced speed | was able to pull tighter turns. A burst of fire and one of the fighters broke up in fames. 1 was almost hit by the
debris, Now | was in the middle of the formation and since [ could not risk a dogfight, [ had to break away again, When the Me 262 lost airspeed
it accelerted slower than a conventional airerafl. | therelfore decided to play a rick familiar to all fighter pilots when it was imperative o stick
10 an opponent who was trying 1o evade by out-turning his pursuer. Deflection shooting. That meant not to aim straight ar the target but o
direct my fire at an imaginary point where the aircraft i= going to be 1 was now the pursucd and had o counter their aempt o hit me with
deflection shooting. | deopped my left wing in order 1o fake a turn, held the rodder over and flew straight at a declining angle of 12 1w 15
degrees on full power As [ did so, salvos of large calibre bright red tracer streamed by to my lefi. The Russians had learned their lessons well,
Despite this serious situation, I could ot avoid a litde laogh. My feel was oo low for another attack, We needed a fuel reserve because of the
Mustangs whose practice it was (o walt for us at Prag-Rusin. My Kill was a probable because | did non have aowitness and did not observe the
wreckage hit the ground

“Om most davs wie had to wait for mission onders. They never came, 1 did th a mission under the leadership of Magfor Spete. We flew fve aircraft
against a bomber formation that had attacked Dresden or Leiprig, My adreraft was armed with two 30mm cannon and 24 R4M rockets. Shortly betone
we ook off, someone min up frantically waving and climbed on to my wing, 1 opened the canopy and e told me that 1 had a new version of the R4M
rocket and that it could be fired from a distince of 1,000 metres ©3,280 it Soon we had sight of a formation of B-175 on a nonb-westerly heading,
We climbed above them and atacked from behind ar a dive angle of three o five degrees and ar high speed. A a dismance of 900 meters (3,000 1),
1 had a pair of bombers in my sight and pushed the button o fire a sabvo of rockets, None of them fired. My first thought was corrosion under the
button and [ squeczed it harder. Nothing happened What 1 did not know at the time was that my aircraft had sustained many hies from defensive fire,

“Wew | decided to close inoat greater speed and pulled the throttle to idle. Unlike piston-driven aircraft where the propeller acts as o brake
and we could adjust our speed o that of the target, the Me 262 New on withowt a noticeable reduction in speed. At a distance of about
200 metres (650 1t 1 fircd the first burst with my cannon. The rear of the bomber, especially around the stabilizer was hit. Then | fired another
hurst into the left wing between the number one engine and the fusclage. Both engines were hit and the wing between the number one engine
and the fuselage was ripped open The wing was on fire, Many parts came off and sailed throogh the air | kept firing and flew under the bomber
at a distance of 1020 metres (30000 1)

A lew seconds laver 1 felt my adreraft shudder as the left wing dipped and at the same time the nose went doswn, Afer firing, T had immediarely
gome back wy full power, bu now | throttded back o idle and eried to cominue 1w Ay horizontally, | could not move the conerel column. With all my
strength 1 tried again. Impossible! The control column would ot budge. The angle of the wing increased and the airspecd reached frightening
proportions. 1 had not leoked at the airspeed indicator even when [ had appreached the bombers. 1 knew from past experience that with a dive angle
of five to seven degrees, a speed of 940960 Kny'h (584520 mph) is reached very quickly and [ was flying much Gister nos,

“Many thoughes flashed through my head. | remembered from conversion training the insistent warnings not to approach 1,000 kmyh
620 mphy. 1 had always followed that dictum. Talso thought about the experience of a fellow pilot who had reached or had gone bevond the
1000 kmyh limit, When he had fimally regained control he had tom the foel @ank from its fstenings and put a buge dene in the bortom of the
fusclage. Fortunately, at this point the centrifugal forces ceased wo be a problem. | was aware of the situation that 1 found mevself inand thar |
could not afford o make a mistake The Me 262 had an electric aileron trim system. Very guickly 1 tapped the mrim toggle switch and to my
great relief the et wing lifted a lole. § repeared this several times and the wing lifted complerely. Now [ hiad o do the same thing to the elevator
trim. This also worked. I was fying normally again. A licle lager ©set the trim to make the aircraft a littde wail-heavy and the nose shot up mpidly,
When the airspecd reached 860 kmy/h (535 mph) [ grabbed the contral column and the aircraft was again under full contral,

44 Il wits the secomd hall of April and the situation was hopeless on all fronts. Morale was
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A few minutes Erer [ observed a group of Mustangs, about 50-60 of them, 500 metres (1,040 1) below me and flving in my direction.
Lattacked immedintely in a 12-15 degree dive. The Americans had obviously seen me because they discarded their drop tanks and dived away.
My airspeed increased rapidly and 1 had the same problems as before and was forced o break off the anack.

I returned to Prag-Rusin Take-offs and landings there were very difficult because Mustangs were frequently in the vicinity of the airfield.
The period afier take-off until full speed was reached and the time before linding when airspecd had 1o be reduced nude the Me 262 very
vulnerable 1o attacks by pistonengined fighters. For this reason | had developed a landing technigue to cut the risk of being shot down.
I approached a liode village with a pointed church spire that was located about 40 km (25 miles) from the airfield, From there 1 Mew atan
altitude of between 30-50 metres (100-160 i) with a compass heading to the runway. Shortly before [ reached the field, 1 had memorised o
spot where I switched the tarbines w0 idle and as soon as speed reduced 1o 400 kmy/h (250 mph, | activated the Lading flep switch, The Tanding
faps did mot activate however because of the overload override and 1 was able o lower the landing gear with the emergency switch, The
landing gear was lowered in split seconds by compressed air The aircraft wanted to rear up so that 1 had o use the control column o keep it
on the ground, completing a very fast anding, Now the Linding flaps deployed and behind me T could hear the barking of the Mak. Some fghue
ad tried to get me again but was too ke,

“Adter the landing | saw the reasons for my problems. The right wing was peppered with 10-12 bullet holes. The fuel cells of the rockets
had burned but the projectiles were intact. My alrcraft must have been hit before | had attempied to fire the rockets. The cowling of the right
turbine also had buller holes. The jet engine itself had not been damaged. Parts of the cowling had been torn off though when 1 increased my
Airspeed w dive wway from the bombers, This would explain the shudder 1 felt and the ensuing aerodvnamic imbalance had thrown the Me 262
inta the virtually uncontrollable dive o the left.

‘1 made my report and mentioned my proebable kill, but since T had no wimesses and could not report what had happened afterwards, it
wis notaccepted. In my own mind I have no doubis that the beavily damaged bomber could not have staved airborne very long afier my attack
Then I remembered that my Me 262 was equipped with a gun camera and the combat must have been filmed. However, when 1 returned to
my aircraft 30 minutes kiver 1o collect the film, 1 found thae both it and camera had been stolen.

“Or Staffef transferred w Saaz Tdid not make any lights from there, The transfer flight o Saae was my last in the Me 262 On 8 May the
shooting stopped and we headed west in our lorrics o sucrender to the Americans next day”

RICHT, In Febngiry

19495, Karmmando

stampr was dishanded -
and it aircraft and
personnel absorbed by
thee Stabsstaflel of JG 7
Its role then changed
froms girdoain bomlbing
of Alligd sirerdt to
antacking them with the
Wr 21 adr-to=air
mrrtar, b launeching
tubes for the weapon
heing mounted Below
the forwand Musclage of
the Me 262,

Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1a (W.Nr. unknown) of Stabsstaffel/JG 7 at Rechlin, February 1945

Many Me 262s of JG 7's Stabsstaffel had rather unusual camouflage schemes such as that seen here. It comprised
regular diagonal stripes of brownish green and mid-green (RLM 81 and 82} on the uppersurfaces, fading to

similarly coloured mottling on the fin and rudder. This machine, possibly that allocated to the unit

commander, Major Gerhard Stamp, had the double chevron of a Kommandeur painted in black

outlined in white, plus the green number ‘1’ painted below the unit badge
on the nose,
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RIGHT: The pilot standing by the nose of
the Me 262 A-1a in the foregrounad of this
photograph is Oblt, Heing Rall,
Staffelkapitin of &,/KG(T 54. His

momew s ] |1::I|1'|\'-:. arcralt has an uniisial

camouflage pattern i (Gded greens

Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1a (W.Nr. unknown) of 8./KG(J) 54 at Neuburg am Donau, Spring 1945
This aircraft appears to have been painted with medium green (B2) on all uppersurfaces oversprayed with large patches of
brownish green (81). No individual markings have yet been applied and the swastika also appears to have been omitted.

AROVE AND BMFHT. This Me 202 A-1a may have heen flown by
Ohle. Hetne Rall, hl;ll'tl,'IL;l]'t-r.':n of BJUKGH 54 who can be seen
standling in frost of te jel's nose in | il phatographs e machine
appeears ot o carry any unit code but was heavily motled anouwnd
the nuse and fuselage sides.



EIGHT: At 08406 hrs on
S April 1945, this Me
2 A- | force landed at
fibriche D bendor i
switzerhand owing to
ack of fucl. [ts markings
wre typrical of thos
carricd by DG T with
1 white number 3
Torasird of the fuss lagges
crivs ansd a white
vertical har aft, this
SUCTEIN s o ok the
hlvie and red unit
entitication bands
rach of which was

130 mm wide. This
lircrafl is curmently on
lisphay at the Deusches
Museunm in Minchen,

e
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LEFT: This

Me 262 A-1a was
capiured b froaps of
the British 15/19h
King's Rioval Hussirs as
they advineed into
northern Germany. The
aircrafi bas g large red
number '3 outhined in
v wina |'-.||||||'|I an the
forward fuselage and
mury have belonged o
IL/EIG 2

BELCAW Three

Me 2025 of 1L/KG] 54
prhotographed at Zerbst
followwing a VSAAF

I |-s|‘||h||'|i.'_ raled ry the
arlichl on 10 April
1945 The aircralt on
the left and contre
e o |,'|1||-:|l1.I|
canmonilTage while that
o the right renins
unpainted
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HELCRE Luirwaile mechanics = the s
called ‘Black Men'. on sccount of their
black overalls - prepare IV 44's Me 2625
at Brandenburg prior to ihe unit s trnsfer
L L% penilic anal Base of Munchen-Riecm
Al the end of March 1945,

ABCVE: A member of [V 44's ground crew assists a pilor from the
widt abwrar o ser onl on  rining mission im Miarch 1945

The Me 302 A-Ta (W Ne | 1O556) carres a large eod letter 'S on either
sicde of the fuselage torwand of the cross which is repened on the
mosew hee] door. It also has the legemd A4 paimted mored on varsns
paarts of the airframe which probably indicated stroctural weaknesses

appairent oo this isimsing acreplane,

RIGHT This aircrady
Yellow 5" af WS RG] G,
wis capiured by American
troes il Minchen-Ricm a
the end of the war The
commander of the Statel
wis Hipem, Gilinier
Owerdicks

Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1a (W.Nr. 501232) of 9./KG(J) 6 at Neuburg am Donau, April 1945
This Obertraubling built Me 262 carried KG(J) 6's red and black chequerboard unit identification bands around

the rear fuselage. Some aircraft are thought to have carried the badge of lIl./KG(J) & which comprised three
silver swans flying over the sea.
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L]

RICCHT Uiz, Ed
Schallmoser wis Tying
White: 3" the

Me 202 A-1a

(WMNrE 1 117495) in the
foocground of this
photograph on 4 April
1945 when he remnsed
i P-ARL (Ml by

2l Le. William Randle
of the 48th F5, 14 FG
Althoagh the aprerli
wiis damaged, e was
ihle to kel sy
schallmoser may be
seem on the righi
together with another
pidor o IV a4

w’vk., s o 2

,.s‘.

LEFT: Another view of Me 262 A-1a "White 5" of

IV a4 which, after repiir following the dan

pcurredd on 4 'I_p'[ll_n.n. flown i combat ;
ot 2 anal 10 April by Ul Johann Karl Miller,
0in the second of these opertions Miller shin

dowen a P47

BELCE: This Me
Fw, Eduard sclallmoser while e wiis SCrvirg with

Wik aflen m asted ba

IV 44 sehallmaser was born on 4 October 19235 i
Avling nesr Miinchen amd jedned the Lattwarfe in
1941, An exrreimely o OENpeiem milod, e wias
assigned 1o the Fluglehrschole Quedlinbarg as an
instructor, Bter serving sucoessively with GG 10
T 112 anad 1208 1 He began training om thy
Me 262 with 10 /E1G 2 at Unterschlioersbach
belore being transterred to Y 44 in March 1945, He
twice imadvertently rammed encmy aircralt, bt
bath times soccceded in h.llu-., ot After the eond of
ancl died g Chwer)

thee war he moved o srgentin

in Octaber 1594

Ly

-—u---n--'\ s "‘hﬁwL :'#- _—
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LBOVE: & number of Fw 150 D95 and 131 15 were delivered to the so-called
Papegal Staffel” or Wiarger Staffiel’ of J% 44, This airceaft, Red 17 0W N 600424) had a
red and white guartered badpe painted beneath the cockpit catlined in a black
wirele with the maotto Gin Bavarian dialect  Verkauft's mei Goand Uhabar in Himmel |
C5ell e clothes, 'm going (o heaven! 'y in white

RIGHT: Four pilots from the

Fapegal, Wiirger Suaflel of W 44 posc in
frone of ane of their Fae 190 D% which
has red undersurfaces with chondwise
while siripes o enable casy

identification by their o angi-aiccer

amimners, From left to right are; L1 Karl-
Heime HofTmann, Hptm, Klaas Faber,

Lt, Heine Sachsenbery and H|1r:':|
Waldemar Wiibke, 11 i thought that the
phstngraph was taken on I May 1945,

ABOVE: Another of JV 44’ airlield protection Fw 190 D9
wis codded "Red 13, This aircrft’s moteo, painted inowhite on

the port side of the fuselage, reads: "Hesn mul er und wenn
wir hedde weinen!” (CIn it goes even if it brings tears to
CHIF |'5.|."\"]

possibly ag Adnring airticld

Focke-Wulf Fw 190 D-9 (W.Nr. 400240) of the Sachsenberg Staffel of Jagdverband 44

at Minchen-Riem, April 1945

The uppersurfaces of the Staffel’s Fw 190s were finished in a segmented pattern of medium grey (RLM 75)
and medium green (RLM 82) with the top of the fuselage having some brownish green (RLM 81) patches.
The pale blue (RLM 76) undersurfaces were overpainted bright red with white chordwise

stripes to enable easy identification.
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LEFT! O 8 Mav 1945
five Mo 262s frum
Gefechtsverhand
Huggehack surrerlercd
tex Hnashy (TR R
Fassberg in Germany.
Thesse inchiced

Black X" (WS SO0 2000
Mowvn By Fobw Hans
Friahlich of 2./K(G 51
(e the beft), "Wiite 5" of
200G T (W NE 1116590
piloted by Ol Fritz
Spehie, Kapitin of

206G 7, and Yellow 5
W e 101007 ) flown
by Llffe, Anton
schoppler of 110G 7
All five aireraft were
subscquently test fMown
by Brdtish pailors

RICGHT, The mght
fighter pilot, Major
Wilhelm Herpet, flew at
lesast one sortic with
Lhe Me 202 A-1as004
(W 11 UE9E armed
with a S mm MK 214
cannon On 25 Aoril
1943, he encovntensd
e B2 oo the 175
32%0d Bomby Laeowsp
SCITHE CreWE RO
which described the
weapen as looking like
i giant telephone
pule’.

LEFT: This Me 262 A-la. H34+GR
(W 1116200, i knovn 1o have been
flown by Lt Gonther Medlhardt of
TARGOD 54 on 2 February 1045, anxd
CHw, Priedrich Gentsch of 1/RGI 54 six
clays ater. Three training flights wene
alsoy made with the aircrft on B
Februry by Meilhardn ar Meuburg, ban
the airceft wiis destr -:.(i_| i & e rEid
om 23 February, The indivicdual aircraft
letter G wies painted whive with the

remainmg part of the code in Dack
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Messerschmitt Me 262 A-1a (W.Nr. unknown) of Jagdverband 44 at Munchen-Riem and
Salzburg-Maxglan, April 1945

Most Me 262s flown by JV 44 had plain dark green uppersurfaces with simple white numbers painted forward of the
fuselage Balkenkreuz. The undersurfaces were in pale blue (RLM 76).

LEFT his Me 202 of [V a4 ran off 1he
rurwsy i Salebung-Maxglam in Austria on e
morming of APl 19495 and was lownd in

this condition by American trisops

LHCVE: Relatively lew photographs exist of
Mo 2025 of HL/EG] 60 This shosas ome of the
unit’s pircrft ot Hereogenaarmch in Apeil 1945
with its rex! and back cheguensd rear fuselage
bl

1./)G 400 emhblem.

LEFT O Wilhe 'i'||_|lwcl |II|'J|'i Mialdstroly of
1S AN s essdsted ameor 1l oo kpar of his e

163 B The aircraf carries the badge of the Sl
o rocker propelled Mea with the motto "Wie cine
Flah = Abeer CHao! ' CLike a flea - ba Oha!').
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- LEFT The tiny size of
the mew He 1n2 A2 i
gher ol 127G
hotographed

Lurchwcigslust in April

m

1945 1% shomm 1
ahvamiaee in this
sictire. The aircrall has
black, whire aml red

hands arcuand the nose

with redd arrmrws
L. The
nee ol the

hehin

Estter markings remains

i MvsCry

RIGHT: This He 162 A-2
(W NE 120225 was

I at Hednkel's

Ludhwrigsinsn, I has the

velboww numbeer

painted oo either side of

e ferstlaee mopether
with a large red armow

on the nose

LEFT: 11 Gerhard
Stiemer of 3./000 1 fless
am He 162 A2

Yellow 35 in the last
works of the war The
arrerln carmwed a '\-:I|.|5._'I'
commprising @ lion (the
emiblem of SMEmers
home City of Danmeag)
holding @ number '3
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LEFT. Very few
operitions werne flown
by the He 162 A-25 of
1.6 1 before the end
o the war, and when
Brivish forces captuned
Leck airfichd, they
wiscoverned the unit's
aircraft lincd up in neat
MOWs o |;i1|'|-:'| -i'i_|-:; i
the runway, These
machines carry the
Pradge of the unit, a
black diving eagle on o
viellomr shield writh a
white diaeponal hand

Heinkel He 162 A-2 (W.Nr. unknown) of 1./JG 1 at Leck, May 1945

Although most He 162s carried the standard camouflage scheme allocated to the type, the dividing line between
the upper and lower surface colours varied widely. The red arrow marking was common to the He 162 but its
significance is unknown.

RIcHT Itis interesting
tes note the diferences
in the camoultge
patterns of these

300 1 He 1h2 A2y
e aircraft in the
Fomregroand, Yellow 4
W NE DA0ET, s
dark green vertical tail
surfaces with whii
ontline Hakemkrevee
while maost of the

ning afrcraft have

PO
pale Bl tils with

Blirck ounling swcistikas
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Camouflage and Markings

B eginning with the V& and including the V7, the pre-production 51 to 7 and the production batch
up to Werknummer 130190, all Me 262s were delivered in overall pale blue grey (RLM colour 7&)
finish. From the Me 262 VB to V10 and continuing with production aircraft the splinter camouflage
pattern on all uppersurfaces first used on the Me 262 V1 to V5 was re-introduced. This was based on
that introduced for the Bf 110 C serles which was also employed for the Me 262's contempaorary, the
Me 210. This pattern was retained by the Me 282 until revised in 1944, Initially the colours of this
pattern were dark grey (RLM 74} and medium grey (RLM 75) but, from August 1944, several
combinations of greens and browns (RLM 81, 82 and 83) sometimes with medium grey (RLM 75) and
occasionally green (RLM 81 and 82) fuselage mottling were introduced. By the end of the war, virtually
any combination of camouflage colour and pattern could be seen on the aircraft depending on what
paints were available and how much time the mechanics, then mostly operating under impossible
conditicns, could spend on painting their charges.

Similarly, all early Me 163s were painted RLM 76 overall but, from the middle of 1943, this was
replaced by a camouflage scheme similar to that adopted for the Me 262. Like its jet contemporary,
the fuselage sides of the Me 163 were usually finished in a variety of mottles or blotches of solid
colour. The colours and patterns used for these finishes again varied widely, but mainly comprised
combinations of various greens. Me 163s built by the Klemm company differed from those from the
Messerschmitt factory in that they had a blotched camouflage pattern which covered virtually the entire
fuselage. Messerschmitt-built aircraft always had the part of the fuselage below the wing painted in the
undersurface colour. Undersurfaces of both the Me 163 and Me 262 were always in pale blue
[RLM 76); although a late war directive had suggested those of the latter should remain unpainted to
conserve oil based paints.

The official camouflage directives for the He 162, issued on 18 lanuary and 28 February 1945 stated
that the uppersurfaces of the fuselage and port wing and tailplane should be painted brown violet (RLM B1)
with the ‘turbojet. top of the starboard wing and horizontal tail in medium  green
(RLM 82). All undersurfaces were to be pale blue (RLM 76), Although this directive was adopted, there were
extensive variations in the interpretation of the positioning of the dividing lines between the upper and lower
surface colours. For example. some aircraft had their wvertical tafl surfaces painted in
(RLM 81 or 82} while others were pale blue, and some aircraft even had pale blue turbojet cowling sides *.

The colours and styles of German aircraft national insignia varied widely at this time. The
Balkenkreuz could be applied as black crosses outlined in white, as plain black outlines or as plain white
oullines. The Hakenkreuz were applied in a similar outline format or as solid black or white markings.

Photogriphed a
Point Cank airficld
in Australin in the
early 1970, this
Me 163 B-1a

(W NE 19 1907)
unlike other
captured German
wircrfl, was 1ol
repainted until
1976, It carrics a
simuikir camouflage
scheme in the
same colours as the
Me 262 shown
abowve but with the
mibdlition of
yellowish-green
primce on part of
the vertical tail
surfaces and
patches of red
oxidde showing

throwghy

6. The RLM colour references have been included as a guide, because in many cases these were not used by
Industry or the Air Ministry.
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BELOW: Most
protorvise and carly
production Me
1634 and Me 2625
hadd eweerall luh'
Blue (RLM 763
finish with a four-
leter

Stammkennzeichen,

o fourdletber cogle,
applicd o the
luselage in black
This aircraft, the
Me 165 BV 14, was
coded VD+EW,

Each German aircraft had a Werknurmmer (serial number) usually painted on the wvertical tail surfaces
below the Hakenkrauz. By this stage in the war these were six-figure numbers and were allocated in batches
for each manufacturer or licence builder. Those for the Me 163 and the two jet fighters were as follows:

Me 163 A prototypes Messerschmitt (Mit) Augsburg 163 00 00 001 to 010
Me 163 B prototypes Mttt Augsburg 163 100 10 t0 79

Me 163 B production Mttt Augsburg 191000

Me 163 B production Klemm, Boblingen 440000

Me 262 V1to V5  prototypes Messerschmitt (Mit) Augsburg 262 000 001 to D05

Me 262 V6 to 55  pre-production  Mtt Augsburg 130001 to 130010

Me 262 A production Mttt Leipheim & Schwabisch Hall 130011 onwards
Me 262 A production Mtt Leipheim & Schwabisch Hall 170000
Me 262 A production Mttt Leipheim & Schwabisch Hall 110000
Me 262 A production Mtt Leipheim & Schwabisch Hall 111000
Me 262 A production Mtt Leiphaim & Schwabisch Hall 112000
Me 262 A production Mttt Leipheim & Schwabisch Hall 113000
Me 262 A production Mttt Obertraubling & Waldwerk 500000
Me 262 A production mtt Obertraubling & Waldwerk 501000
Me 262 A production REIMAHG Kahla 100000
He 162 M1 to M10 prototypes Heinkel Wien 200000
He 162 A production Heinkel Rostock 120000
He 162 A production Junkers Bernburg 300000

Early production Me 163s and Me 262s and the prototype He 1625 carried four letter radio call signs
[ Stammikennzeichen) painted on the fuselage sides in black; two letters on either side of the Balkenkreuz.
The first three letters were normally issued in batches with the last letter changing in alphabetical sequence.
For example the first five prototype Me 262s were coded PC+UA to PC+UE and the next 26
Me 262 production aircraft were VI+AA to VIHAZ, These letters were normally repeated below the wings, the
firat two letters below the starboard wing separated by the Batkenkreuz and the second two below the port.

The first Me 163s operational with Erprobungskommando 16 retained these markings including
Spate’s V41 which his mechanics had painted red overall. Around August 1944, the unit adopted a
revised marking system in which the code ‘C1" followed by a two digit number was substituted, "C1’
was painted in small black characters forward of the fuselage Balkenkreuz while the number, {e.g. ‘05")
appeared much larger in white. When the Komet entered service with JG 400, white or yellow numbers
were painted aft of the fuselage cross, Unlike most fighter units, all photographic evidence points to
the fact that no use was made of red or other coloured numbers,

When the Me 262 was delivered to Erprobungskommando 262, this unit also employed white numbers
but this time painted on either side of the fuselage just forward of the cockpit. A narrow, 300 mm wide
yellow band was painted around the fuselage just behind the canopy. This form of marking was retained by
Hommando Nowotry which had received many of its aircraft from Erprobungskommando 262, When the
latter Kommando became 10./EJG 2 in November 1344, these markings were retained with the 11, Staffel
adopting red numbers. An example of the latter was
‘Red " in which Obit. Josef Béhm was shot down by
a P51 during a training flight on 25 February.

With the formation of JG 7 in November 1944
standard Luftwarfe fighter markings were adopted.
Identification numbers were painted on the
fuselage sides, forward of the Balkenkreuz their
colour indicating the Staffel to which they
belonged. White was used for the first Staffel
within the Gruppe, red or black for the second and
yeliow for the third. The Gruppe itself was
identified by a symbol painted behind the fuselage
cross, none for the first Group, a horizontal bar for



LHOVE: The bachze
of 13./E}G: 2 seen
on A crashed

Mo 163

RIGHT
Fhotographed on a
ratlway wagon jusl
after the war, the
hisBigee of this
M 1 He 1R2
Ui i ke of
unit badges To the
ledt is the pink
demon CITC PR
from the clowds
dhrst adoprod by

IV 1 hefore it
became LG | on
1 April 1%i3%). In
the centre is the
lion of Danedg af
306G 1 andd o the
right Is the winged
I' carried by
arcratt of 1y |
frevm Fate 19943,
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the second and a vertical bar for the third. Staff zircraft used various black chevrons and bars
edged in white. These were often supp'emented by green numbers positioned beneath the unit
badge which was painted forward of the cockpit, JG 7 also carried 450 mm wide blue and red
identification bands around the rear fuselage. These were adopted from Movember 1944 and
have often, and probably erroneously, been called 'detence of the Reich” bands.

The first of the old bomber units 1o be equipped with the Me 262, KG(J} 54, Intially retained its
bomber code ‘B3’ painted in small black characters forward of the fuselage croas. with two further
ietters aft. Of these two letters, the first identified the individual aircraft and was usually painted in
thve Stab or Staffel colour (as indicated below). The second letter identified the Stab (Headguarters

light) or Staffel to which the aircraft belenged and was usually painted biack. These were:

A Geschwader Stab blue K 2 Staffel red P 6. Staffel vellow
B |. Gruppe Stab green L 3. Siaffel wellow R 7. Staffel white
€ |l. Gruppe Stab green M 4. Staffel white 5 & Staffel red

D . Gruppe Stab Ereen N 5. Siaffel red T 9. Staffel yvellow
H 1. Staffel white

This marking system was retained by KG(J) 54 until late March 1945, when fighter markings similar to
those used by JG 7 were adopted. |Il./KG{J} & used this style of markings from the outset. Both units
also carmed unit identification bands, blue and white chequers being used by KG(J) 54 and red and
black by KG(J) &,

The final fighter unit to be equipped with the Me 262, 1V 44, carried simple white numbers forward
of the fusslage cross with no other identification markings. Towards the end of the war several
additional aircraft were received by IV 44 from other defunct units and these often retained their
original colours &nd markings.

The markings adopted by the only operational umit to be equipped with the He 162, JG 1,
comprised an individual aircraft identification number in the Staffel colour positioned on either side of
the fuselage. just behind the cockpit. Many He 15825, but by no means all, had a large bright red arow
painted on each side of the nose, the significance of which is unknown

Many operational jet and rocket fighter unite carmied some form of Geschwader, Gruppe or Staffel
emblem. Perhaps the most familiar of these was the white running fox on a black diagonal bar
suparimposad on a blue shield carried by the Me 2625 of MG 7. Other Me 262 Geschwader badges
neluded those of KGU) 54 and KG(J} 6. Each Me 163 Staffel apparently had its own badge. Known
examples include 1./1G 400, 7./)G 400, 13., 14. and 15./EJG 2., and Several Staffel badges were
carned by the He 1625 of JG 1 (W 54 197) while other aircrafl retained the emblem of the Geschwader
as previously used by its Bf 109s and Fw 190s,

Apart from these markings, many of these aircraft carried coloured horizontal bands arcund the extreme
nose. The colours of these bands usually indicated the Starfel and for Gruppe o which the aircraft belonged.

1G 7 emblem.

KG(J) 54
emblem.

L/KG(I) &
emblem.

13. and
14./EJG 2
emblem.

14./EIG 2
emblem.
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RIGHT The first five proatypes
af the Me 2062 had dark and
mediom grev (RLM 74 amd 75)
uppersurfaces with pale bue
(HLM T3 beneath, but subseguent
apreraft were finished in pake bloe
76) overall. The Me 262 VG,
showmn here, was the first aircrafi
o employ this scheme and akso
the first prototype o be fined
with i fullyretrctable tricveie
undlercarriage

LEFTE This remarkahly
preserved colour
photogniph of a recently
completed Me
CWCINE 1 IIR  gives the
stuckent af jer fghter
L'.il1|lu|||.|_u,l_' &n l'\li'l!l'll'.

impression of the standird

scheme emploved. The
uppersurfaces were in i
segmenied pattern of
precnish brown [RLM 81)
aned mickgresn (RLM 823
with mattling of these
colowrs over the pale hlue
(RLM 760 fuselage sides As
the war deew Lo its
conclision many variions
of this scheme appearncd
and by the end sirtually am
combination of calowrs

cowbd he seen

RIGHT. The fusclage
ol ,|11j1||:'t1 tir the
=idhes of the Me 262
was olten *\.]‘ll‘.l\ il
miuch mcre theckh
than usu@l =0 Ut it
became a pant of the
uppersurface
coboering. This aircraft,
the second Me 262%7
(W NE 10503, was
employed in virions
tests, lis code % for
viersuchs of
experimenial fofowed
by the last three nHIIII'-\.
af its Werkonmumer
WA, was printed on
ach side of the
fusehuge in white
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EEFT In Fehruary 1945 an instruction
wils ks to Geerman Aghter units
alocating coloured wnit identfication
bands o each Geschwader These bands,

IFISINE ke, IO of thiree veriic

bands of SO0 mm todal width were
vtinted around the rear fuselage
The marking allocated to G 7 was twe

A5 iy

1 wide bands of blue { red

The marking is shown here on "White 3
ol 806G 7 which force linded in

Switserhind in Apal 1945

BELOW: The Me 262s openited by )G 7
carmed their identilcation numbers on
the rear fusekage, lorward of the
Balkenkrewz, This aircraft of 2000 7 has a
biack number 4" outline in white. Behind

the fesclape cross can be seen the bluc

and red wnit identification bamds carried
by the Geschwader, This wrecked aircraft
has a pale colowred mose, perhaps lef in
natural mestal before the ground crew
had time b0 repain

RiGHT: Most Me 2625 from both
NL/EIG 2 wnd Kommeundo Mowotny had
i marrow yelkow band painted around
the rear fuselige. The tdpole-like
camoutlage pattern peinted on the
vertical wail surfaces of this sircrll was
l'-|‘.|il'J| of that carried by these two
units during the late aummn of 1944
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LEFT: Calonel Hurold
E.Watson of the 118
tesun posponsibe foe
I|'|I'-\.|1-|.~|;||1;_I advanced
Ceermuin surcrlt hack o
the LISA in
conversation with a
Luftwaite officer with
an Me
DRy & i the
hackground. This unil
carried med and black
Cheguened

G2 “Yellow &' of

identification bands
panued around the rear
LLEETE RIT

RIGHT The airceaft of
HLAER 2 B coboured
nuambers padneed on the

nascs of tholr Mo 2625
just forward of the
wockpd This aircral
Restd 17 weas delivered o

1JENG 2
- HELOW: The Werknuminer

CE20222) wis pannted i
black on the oulsade of the
viertical wail surtaces of this
He 162 A2 of ]G 1. From
early 15943, all new Lufiseafie

arcraft were allocited six

||1:.:1' el miimbers,
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LEFT: A typical
EBlemm-built Me 164
coded "White 14" of
B A0y, Tust below the
wing cin be seen the
Iack “T" G a whine
cirche w |'|'I II I'|II.|I|. .||'\.'I.|
ome of the filler points
for T=5toff The poini=
lor C-Alealt '\."l||||'|r|"l.'II =
blick *( [t ol i i

velbowy st

BELOW! The

CAr ullage mottling

o the sides of

Me 1h3s builn by the
Klemum comyjny
extencod o cover
rrnosl o Lhee PueseEage
undersurfaces. This
aircrall fas e badge
ol 1A 4 o the
ot siche and has a

white tip e the nose

cdecd in Black

LEOVE AND RIEGHT: Both
e 400 with the Me 163 and
4Gl 54 with the Me 262
adopred colouwred nose hands
which usually idenrificd the
snlfel to which the awrcrafh
belonged. The Me 163 has a
yellow nose indicating thad it
belomged to 700 400
{actually the third S1aflel in
this unit's 11 Gropgse s while
the Me 262 has o band ol
white, Mack and vellow. The
white indicated the first
Staffel in KGO 54's thind
Geruppe Cie. 7. Staffel) with
vellow identifving that same
CrrLipe.




T944-T945 "

Commanders of Luftwaffe Jet and Rocket-Propelled Fighter Units

Erprobungskommands 16 May 42 Apr 44 Ot /Hiplm. Waolfgarg Spéte o IV./0G B4
Apr 44 4 Fak 45 Hpdm. Anton Thakar
Erprobungskommande 262 O Dec 43 18 Jul 44 Hdrr Wiarner Thierfelders A
Jul 44 T Moy 44 Hpdm. Horst Geyer 1o WL /EMG 2
Kommando Nowotay
Kommandoliuhrer 26 Sap 44 B Mov 44 Mawr Walter Nowatny KA
Mow 44 20 Mow 44 Major Erich Hohagen o WG T
1. Stafted 26 Sep 44 28 Dot 44 Obt. Paul Bley KA
29 Dt 44 20 Now 44 O loachim Weber 1o 9,006 7
2, Staftel 26 Sap 44 4 Jot 44 Obdt. Alfred Teumer KA
B Ot 44 X Mow 44 Lt, Franz Schall w010/ T
3. Staffel 26 Sep 44 20 Now 44 Hptm. Georg-Peter Edar WwI1L/GT
Jagdgeschwader 1 ‘Mfl_ll' = ==
Dates baght at Febvuary 19495 whan JiG 1 began re-equipping with the He 182,
Hommadore Fab 45 H Way 45 Oberst Harbert Ihlefield
1. Gruppe Kommandeurs Fel 45 24 Apr 45 Hotm. PaulHeinrich Dahne Kl
25 Apr 45 8 May 45 Major Warmar Zobar
1. Staffel Kapitan Fely 45 8 May 45 Hotm, Heinz Kinmeck
2. Staffal Kapitan Fely 45 8 May 45 Hotm, Waltgang Ludewig
3. Stalfel Kapitan Febr 45 8 May 45 Ot Emil Dermuth
Il Gruppe Kommandeur Feb 45 8 May 45 Hotm, Rahe
4, Staffel Kapitan Feb 45 8 May 45 Maror Bernd Gallowitsch
5. Staffel Kapitan Feb 45 8 May 45 Hotm, Bergholz
. Staffel Kapitan Feb 45 B May 45 QR Zipprachl
Jagdgeschwader 7 ‘Nowolny'
Kommuodones 21 Moy 44 14 Jan 45 Oberst Johannes Steinhoff 1o JV 44
15 lan 45 18 Feb 45 Hotm, sMajor Theodor Weissenberger injured
19 Feb 45 T Mar 45 Majar Rudelf Sinres {Beting]
8 Mar 45 B May 45 Maror Weifgang Spate
|. Gruppe Mommandeurs 25 Aug 44 21 Moy 44 Hptm. Gerhard Baeher
21 Mov 44 14 lan 45 Hptm. Theador Weissenberger o Stab/dG T
15 Jan 45 4 Apr 45 Mayiar Erich Rudorffer o IV 44
Apr 45 May 45 aait. Fritz Stahle (actingl
1 Staffel Kapitane 21 Nov 44 15 Apr 45 Ot Hares Grinbesg
16 Apr 45 20 Apr 45 Onit, Bohatsch
21 Agr 45 May 45 Oft, Gustay Sturm
2. Staftel Kapltan 21 Moy 44 May 45 Onit, Fritz Stehle
3. Staffel Kapitane 21 Mo 44 18 Mar 45 anft, Hans Waldmann Wil
19 Mar 45 10 Apr 45 Onit, Walter Wegner
11 Apr 45 30 Apr 45 Onit, Hadi Weihs
30 Apr 45 E May 45 anit, Walter Schick
II. Gruppe Kommandeurne 25 hug 44 12 Jan 45 unkiican
12 Jan 45 Feb 45 Major Hermann Staiger
T Fab 45 &pr 45 Hetr, Ludwig Burkhandy
15 Apr 45 B May 45 Mafer Hans Kismm
. Gruppe Kommandeura 19 Nov 44 14 Jan 45 Mafer Erich Hohagen
15 Jan 45 4 Apr 45 Mayer Rudolf Sinner Injured
5 Apr 45 E May 45 Mafer Johannes MNaumann
9, Staflel Mapitane 21 Moy 44 Z1 Mar 45 Obit. Joachim Weber
22 Mar 45 14 Apr 45 Lt. Erwin Stahiberg to 11.51G 7
15 Apr 45 2 May 45 Lt. Fritz Maller
10, Staffel Kapitane 21 Now 44 10 Apr 45 Ohift. Franz Schall
11 Apr 45 32 May 45 Dit. Franz Kalp
11. Staftel Hapitane 21 Nov 44 15 Fab 45 Hotm. Georg-Peter Eder Injured
Fab 45 18 Mar 45 Ot Ganther Wegmann
19 Mar 45 20 Mar 45 L. Karl Schriirnes Injured
14 Apr 45 3 May 45 Ohit. Erwin Stahiberg
Jegiiverbana 44
Verbandstuhrer lan 45 26 Apr 45 Gan, LL. Adolf Gallend injured
27 Apr 45 E May 45 Dbstit, Helnz Bar
Jagdgeschwader 400
Kammodoren 27 Dec 44 T Mar 45 Majcr Wolfgang Spate o Stab/ MG 7
I. Gruppe Kommandewre 20 Aug 44 Z1 0ot 44 Major Wolfgang Spate to Stab/ MG 400
1 Moy 44 Dec 44 Hetm. Rudolf Opitz {dtirg)
27T Dec 44 Feb 45 Hgtrm. Wilhelm Fulda
Feb 45 19 Apr-45 Hptm. Albert Falderbaum



YA AT94S

1. Staffel Kapitane 24 Apr 44 Apr 44 Hatm. Robert Olejnik Inpured
Apr 44 May 44 Hotm. Otto Bohner injured
May 44 Jusl 44 AL Rudolf Opitz injured
B 44 Nov 44 Hatm, Robert Odejnik o IV.EIG 2
Dac 44 Feb 45 Hiptm, Albert Faloermaum to /MG 400
Feb 45 19 Apr 45 LA
‘2. Stafiel Kapitane Jul 44 Feb 45 Hptm, Otto Bohner
Feb 45 Apr 45 Hptm. Aohannes, Polzin
3. Staffel Kapltane 20 Aug 44 Apr 45 it, Franz Rdsle
4. Staffel Kapitane Sep 44 11 Mow 44 Croit, Franz Woldlich to B./1G 400
Mo 44 2 Apr 45 Hptre. Beinrich Sturm
. Gruppe Kommandeure 12 Mow 44 8 May 45 Hptre. Rudodf Opitz
5. Staffel Kapitane 12 Mov 44 Mo 44 Hptm. Jochen Langen
Mo g4t Mary 45 Obit. Franz Woddlich
6. Staffel Kapitane 12 Moy 44 M 44 Obit. Franz Woadlich 10 5,706 400
o 44 My 45 Lt Peter Gerth
7. Staffel Kapitana 12 Nov 44 My 45 L¢. Reinhard Opitz
Erganzungsstaffel Kapitane 21 Jul 44 Biig a4 ObE. Franz Medicus
Sep 44 Dz 44 Hptm. Kocher
Kampfgeschwader (Jagd) 6
Hommodoren 11 Sep 43 B May 45 Odstit. Hermann Hogeback
. Gruppe Kommandeure 44 26 Mar 45 Hotm, Hans Baasner to L WG 54
Mar 45 8 May 45 Hatrn, Gintar Dvardieks
7. Staffel Kapitane 44 2T Apr 45 Ot. Henning Guede KA
Apr 45 H May 45 Lnkronn — possibly not replaced
B. Staffel Kapitane 44 B May 45 LFKEw
9, Staffel Kapitanc Mar 45 Hptr, Glnter Dverdiaks to 1N MG B
Mar 45 B May 45 Lirkirhoon
Kampfgeschwader (Jagd) 54
Kommadoren 1 Ape 43 S Feh 45 ObstitVoiprecht Riedesdel Fiv. zu Elsenbach KA
27 Fab 45 B May 45 Major Hans-Georg Batcher
I. Gruppe Kommandeure 5 Qct 43 25 Mar 45 Major Oltfried Sehrt injures
26 May 45 & May 45 Hptm, Hans Baasner
1. Staffel Kapitane 16 Apr 44 T Apr 45 Hptm, Werner Tronicke injured
11 Apr &5 8 May 45 Obir. Ludwig Beck
2. Staffel Kapitane 21 Aug 44 31 Mar 45 Obit. D, Heinz Oberweg A
Apr 45 B May 45 LTHNOWN
3. Staffel Kapitine 9 Juers 44 21 Feb 45 Obit. Christian Wunder LA
22 Feb 45 10 Apr 45 Obit. Greiner o 7. /KG) 54
11 Apr 45 B May 45 Lnkngwn
I, Gruppe Kommandeurns 25 Oct 44 4 Jan 45 Major Helmut Stamm
5 Jan 45 8 May 45 Hptm, Ernst Petzold
4, Staffel HKapitane 25 Oct 44 B May 45 Hptm. Werner Brandau
5. Staffel Kapitane 25 Ot 44 5 lan 45 unkiown
B lan 45 8 May 45 Hptrm. Herbert Spadiut
6. Staffed Kapitans 9 Feb 45 1545 Hptrm. Helmut Komagel
1445 8 May 45 Hptrn. Horst Rosenberg
1L Gruppe Kommandesr 10 Det 44 8 May 45 Hptrn. Eduard Brogsitter
7. Staffel Kapitine 140 Now 43 H Fab 45 Hptm. Helmut Komagel
G Feh 45 10 Ape 45 DR, Leopald Beck
11 Apr 45 B May 45 Ofle, Grainer
B, Staffel Kapitine 4 Jul 44 B May 45 OB, Heinz Rall
9. Staffel Kapitano 5 Oct 43 8 May 45 OB, Heinrich Schafes
Erganzungsjagdgeschwader 2
Il Gruppe Kommandeurs T Moy 44 11 Mow 44 Hptm, Horst Gayar
12 Mov 44 Jan 45 Obit. Ernst Wmner {acting)
lan 45 2T apr 45 Major Heine Bar to IV a4
9, Staffel Kapitan T Mov 44 27 Apr 45 LRIIOWN
10, Staffel Kapitin T Now 44 27 Apr 45 Major Hans Gritzinger
11. Staffel Hapitine 7 Mov 44 16 Mo 44 G Werner Glamb )
Mo 44 25 Fab 45 Qb Josel Bohm A
28 Feb 45 27 Apr 45 Lirfcnonm
V. Gruppe Kommandeur Dec 44 Mar 45 Hptm, Robert (lejnik
13, Staflel Kapitan 2 Nov 44 28 Feb 45 Ohit. Adplf Niemeyer
14, Staffel Kapitan 2 Mow 44 Mar 45 Lt Herrnann Ziegher
15, Staffel Kapitan 2 Nov 44 Jan 45 Hptm, Erwin Sturm
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An Fw P90 forms o broken and owisteod
sarnbal ol the Lottwalie in defoat i th
shadows of the hombed-out Reichstag

Buidlcirgg i Baerkin i lare May P95

Could the jets have made a
difference?

Ithough it possessed an exceptional speed and climbing performance, the

Me 163 sufferad from two mager problems, Firstly, its extremely limited range
and endurance meant that after its fual was exhausted, it became vulnerable o
Allied fighters, Secondly, the very nature of its fuels made It extremely dangerous o
fly. It could explode at the slightest provocation and one component of its fuel
caught fire on contact with any organic substance including human skin, These
prablems meanl thal relatively few operational sorties were flown by the Me 163
after the end of August 1944,

Tne jet fighters were a very different proposition. They oo possessed exceptional
performances. but could they have changed the course of the air war over Germany™?
The authors think nol. Perbaps il the Me 262 had been produced in numbers a year
earlier, things would have been different, but the problem was that its engines were
not developed Lo a stage where this could have been made possible

Much has been made of Hitler's edict that the Me 262 be used as a bomber,

His idea. which may not have been unreasonable, was for the aircrall o sweep
unopposed owver the invasion beaches, hurling bombs, and Causing maxinmum
disruption at what would have beern a critical time for German Torces, Even if his
edict had nat interrupied the supply of the Me 262 to the fighter units, it is doubtfu

that the aircraft could have

delivered to them in sufficient numbers 1o
significantly hamper the Allied bombing offensive of the Reich,

Another protdern facing the jet fighter was the fuel situabon
Although the fuel needed — a type of refincd diesel known as J2 - was
easier to proeduce than high octane petroleum, it was never availabla in

sufficient quantiies to allow unhampered delivery to the Jagdwaffe.
During the latter stage of the war, production of bath the Me 262 and
He 162 was not a problem due 1o the clever dispersal of their factories
underground or to forest locations. The supply of sufficiently trained
pilots was a different matter, however. Many of the best had been
killed in the air battles of 1244, and the fuel and aerial situation
severely restricted the training of replacements. All thase factors
srevented the Luftwalffe jot fighter from making the impact i1 might have

had before the end of the war




